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Raise Your Hand for Rally Day

ETHAN STERN
LEAH LASHUS

news editors

Rally Day is a biennial gathering of educators and
students that occurs when the Texas legislature is in its
regular session. It is led by the Austin Council Parent-
Teacher Association (PTA), an organization that includes
teachers, parents, students, and education workers from all
over the Austin area.

The event was established in 1976 as “PTA Day at the
Capitol,” where members started the tradition of rallying
in support of public education. This year, the event took
place on Feb. 24. LASA partnered with Raise Your Hand
Texas, an organization that emphasizes public advocacy,
to send a group of students to the Capitol and discuss
education matters with their legislators. The student
caucus was made up of LASA students and other Austin
Independent School District students and teachers. They
marched from First Baptist Church on 901
Trinity to the Capitol, with many Texas
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students starting chants, waving flags, and holding signs in
support of education.

One student was sophomore Connor Praba, the events
director for the Student Advocacy Alliance, a student-run
organization where students are given opportunities to
advocate and share their stories throughout this legislative
session. Praba explained that students value Rally Day as
an outlet to express their unique voices in the conversation.

“Texas students are 5.5 million voices strong, so let’s
make sure we’re heard from our classroom to the halls of
Congress,” Praba said. “We need to remember that in this
time of uncertainty, advocating for the change you want to
see is increasingly important.”

Raise Your Hand Texas’ student participants, such
as Praba, were able to set up meetings with specific
representatives and senators. This allowed students to
engage with the representatives and bring their own
important perspectives to the conversation.

see RAISE page 6
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America Marked by Second Gilded Age

MEGAN GEROLD | editor-in-chief
VICTOR MARTINEZ | copy editor

A majority of Americans are now closer to poverty
and financial ruin than ever before. According to CBS
News, nearly 60% of Americans cannot afford a $1,000
emergency expense and are essentially living paycheck
to paycheck. Yet, with the election of Donald Trump and
the growing influence of billionaire allies such as Elon
Musk and Peter Thiel over governmental and political
affairs, many fear that a self-enriching oligarchy will only
exacerbate the growing wealth divide in the U.S.

Recalling a period in American history of deregulation,

extreme wealth inequality, and corporatist control over
society, the current era has already been termed the
Second Gilded Age of America by a number of historians
and economists alike. Professor of economics at the
University of California, Berkeley, Brad DeLong, one of
the most vocal opponents against the current trend towards
extreme wealth inequalities, views many attributes of the
first Gilded Age in modern American society.

“The original Gilded Age (roughly 1870-1900) was
defined by extreme income inequality, the dominance of a
small elite over political and economic life, the erosion of
democratic norms, and the disillusionment of the working
class,” DeLong said. “The parallels with today are stark.”

see HISTORY page 6
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In the 2024-25 school year, LASA faced
many changes. One loud change is a bell every
day at 10:28 a.m. Students may
hear the school’s sounds or their
teacher’s phone alarm to remind
the teachers of a very important
task: submitting attendance.
Although it is a small and simple
change, this quick alarm is
keeping the heart of LASA alive.

The presence of students has
become important to the Austin
Independent  School District
(AISD) as a whole. This is
because the school district has
a budget deficit of $110 million,
according to AISD, and the money
that schools receive from the
attendance of a student, the student
allotment, has become crucial for
sustaining education in the state as a whole.
Over 50% of public school districts in
Texas are in a deficit. Houston ISD
has a deficit of $250 million, and
Dallas ISD has a deficit of $186
million. A recent study at Rice
University found that 73% of
Texas schools are underfunded.

Since 2019, Texas public education
students’ allotment has been static. As
inflation has grown and public school debt with
it, the Texas legislature has not responded to the
needs and demands of Texas public education.
Each year, workers for school districts attempt
to work with the legislature to raise the student
allotment from its current $6,160. Edna Butts,
director of Intergovernmental Relations &
Policy Oversight at the Office of the General

student life editors

Counsel for AISD, is one of these workers.

“I would guess that every single school
district in the state advocates for raising the
basic allotment,” Butts said. “And it’s also on
the greater priorities of the Austin Chamber of
Commerce, which also has that as a priority.”

AISD has a student advisory council
that provides students with the opportunity
to advocate for public education each
legislative session. Advisory council

member and LASA senior Amari
Pandian works closely with Butts
and advocates for increasing
the allotment and developing
AISD’s legislative priorities.

see TEXAS DISTRICTS IN THE RED page 8-9
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W School Safety Suffers While Students Spiral

Staff Stance: Every grading period the LASA Liberator staff present their opinion on an important current issue in the form of an editorial

written by Commentary. The opinions in the piece below represent those of the staff as a collective, not of each individual member.

Gun Violence of America reported that 971 school shooting
incidents occurred in 2024 alone. The public schools in the United
States are not apt to continue operating regularly with current
measures in the face of threats. Therefore, significant changes
should be made to current school safety measures, such as gun
regulations and the availability of mental health resources for
students.

According to the National Center for Education Statistics, from
2000 to 2022, there were 328 total casualties from active shooter
incidents at elementary and secondary schools. The number of
people left dead or facing serious injury from school shooting
incidents in America is appalling. Even with the new rules and
guidelines, such as House Bill 3, which requires every school
under its jurisdiction to have at least one armed security guard,
schools still aren’t safe. The bill provides every school district
$15,000 to help cover the costs of whatever new security each
district sees necessary. Not only have different districts reported
that this money is not nearly enough to follow this new law, but the
bill’s vagueness doesn’t provide any useful guidelines for Texas
school districts to help protect their schools.

In addition, a lack of gun regulation directly contributes to a
lack of safety in schools. One of the most significant issues with
this subject is the easy access to firearms in individual households
for youth. Everytown, a gun safety support fund, conducted a
study that reported that around 40 percent of young people in the
survey have “somewhat easy” access to a gun in their home. In
addition, 21 percent stated that they could get access to a weapon
very easily if they wanted to. This is a problem, as kids should not
have access to guns in their households.

On top of this, the Texas State Law Library confirms that Texas
no longer requires people to have a license to carry a handgun
in the majority of public areas. This is concerning because it is
getting increasingly easier to own and operate a handgun in the
U.S., increasing the threat of school shootings and decreasing the
safety of schools.

Not only do a lack of security measures and gun control
contribute to the abundance of school shootings, but the absence
of adequate mental health resources for students in schools is a
major contributing factor. A study conducted by the National
Library of Medicine highlights the link between mental illness and
an increased number of gun violence incidents, further proving the
point that poor mental health or unstable home lives cause school
shootings.

Although school shootings, safety measures in schools, and
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mental health resources may seem complicated and almost
impossible issues to solve, there are simple solutions to help
mitigate the issue of school shootings. For example, improving
safety in schools can include more strict, serious active shooter
drills. The majority of drills here at LASA are rarely taken seriously
by the student body, and many students slowly saunter out of the
hallway to take advantage of the opportunity to get out of regularly
scheduled classes rather than consider the importance of an active
shooter drill. Something as simple as an announcement over the
intercom about specific instructions and helpful reminders or
guidelines for students to keep in mind during the drill could help
alleviate this problem.

Additionally, the Supreme Court should seriously consider a
ban on bump stocks or gun attachments that significantly reduce
firing time by capturing the energy from the kickback. These bump
stocks increase the effect of the gun by allowing the shooter to fire
more shots per second, which increases their danger.

To address the mental health issue
and its influence on school shootings,
more professional counseling staff
should be funded by the government
and available to students at school.
We are fortunate at LASA to
have access to two wellness
counselors ready to listen to
and help students who are
struggling. However, the
reality that school districts
do not have funds to supply
the most at-risk schools is
still an issue that needs to
be addressed.

Although all of these
solutions will drastically help
the school shooting issue in
America, some U.S. citizens

believe that incorporating gun
regulations into our government
is an active infringement upon
the rights of citizens outlined

in the Second Amendment of the

Constitution. However, the Second Amendment

was created to allow Americans to protect themselves from
threats from British forces because the war between the U.S.

David Dame
Freshman

“There’s not really many threats ... I
don’t see the point [of some safety
measures]”

photo by Luca Sims

Bella Castano

Junior

“I trust [school officials] to do
everything that they can to keep the
students safe.”
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and Britain did not officially end until 24 years after it was written.

In the 2008 court case, District of Columbia vs. Heller, local
police officer Dick Heller disagreed with the recently passed
D.C. law that prevented individuals from using a handgun in their
homes. In opposition to Heller’s case, Justice John Paul Stevens
argued that the Second Amendment was written to protect a
person’s right to a “well regulated Militia,” and not to preserve an
individual’s right to own and operate a gun. This valued opinion
from a Supreme Court Justice supports the idea that the Second
Amendment should not be applied to an individual and does not fit
within the context of modern-day America.

Schools are not safe enough. We need better safety measures
in schools, better gun regulation, and mental health counseling for
students to prioritize the institutions that provide the foundational
knowledge and education necessary for fueling the future of
America.
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Conner Praba

Sophomore

“I feel safe at LASA ... because of the
student body”
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Miles Ford
Senior

“I feel safe at school ... I don’t
feel like the school has any active
policies that make me feel safe”

photo by Luca Sims

LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

2024-2025

occcoccccoccoce
cccococococoo

oo ccococoee
CCeocoocccccccceaO

cC =

Have an opinion about a new school policy? Got an issue with
this issue? Anything else on your mind? Email us at lasaliberator@
gmail.com or DM us @lasaliberator.
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This or That: For every other issue, Commentary presents two opposing
arguments on LASA-related or local topics to let readers form opinions in a
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would-you-rather fashion.
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TINGYU CAO | staff writer

THIS: Being a junior in high
school means that note-taking an integral
part of everyday life. Since I take notes in
almost all of my classes, it is important for me to find
the best method to optimize my notes. With this comes the
debate about the superiority of taking notes by hand versus taking
notes digitally.

Writing one’s notes on paper is clearly the superior option. Studies
from NPR, Forbes, and BBC show that taking notes by hand requires
more brain power. When writing, more parts of the brain have to be
engaged compared to when you are typing. As a result, note-takers
tend to memorize what they write down better than what they type.

Another benefit of writing is that it is a more demanding task, which
forces the writer to summarize. Summarizing helps memorization
because it requires the note-taker to actively think about what

they have written down and process that information to reword it.
Furthermore, taking notes by hand can also provide opportunities to
make specific graphs, charts, and illustrations that arguably cannot be
done under time pressure on a digital document. Taking notes by hand
helps students avoid distractions, such as the need to go on Instagram
or other social media platforms. Additionally, many teachers prohibit
the use of digital devices in their classrooms at LASA, which makes
handwritten notes the only option.

Notes

Versus Handwriting Notes

Some
might argue
that digital note-
taking has the same effects
as physical notes because instead of
typing on a document, one can take a stylus
and an iPad and take notes. For example, studies
from NPR show that a stylus on an iPad can achieve the
same quality of brain activity and memorization as a pencil on
paper. However, this still does not help when your teacher bans
electronic devices in their classroom, or the fact that the iPad is |
highly expensive in comparison to paper and pencil, highlighting
it being an accessible way to maximize the absorbed information.
It is still better to stick with the old trusty pencil and paper.
Writing is widely accepted by teachers, improves memorization,
and limits distractions. Why take notes digitally when you can

write?

graphics by Ellington

Higher-Level Education Means Higher-Level Stress

ANITA SOSA | staff writer

It’s September of my first semester of senior year, and
I’'m drowning. I’m staring down the barrel of over 20 college
essays on top of trying to keep up my GPA, prepare for debate
tournaments, practice for band, and manage my social life. This
stress is the reality most high school seniors face.

According to a survey by Princeton Review, 74% of students
feel overwhelmingly stressed about applications, and another
survey by the National Association for College Admission
Counseling said that over three-quarters reported fearing one
small application error could lessen their admission chances.
With the popularity of social media acceptance posts, many
students feel increasingly pressured to get into their top choice,
and they feel that their application must be spotless to even have
a chance of securing a spot at any university.

At LASA, an already academically competitive environment,
this is especially true. Juniors and seniors often discuss GPAs
and SAT scores or what schools people are applying to, creating
an environment where many students tie happiness or self-worth
to their grades. According to a Harvard Business Publishing

article, this emphasis on results such as grades or test scores
can hinder a student’s ability to effectively learn by hurting their
self-confidence and desire to actually master the content. Rather
than focusing on the benefits and rewards of making mistakes
throughout the learning process, students focus only on the
perfect grade, which is detrimental to their mental health.

There is an unhealthy amount of stress associated with students

attempting to gain leadership in groups or pad their resumes with
extracurricular activities. College isn’t the only reason teens join
clubs, but the pressure of trying to perfect a college application
often forces students to believe they must find a club, create an
event, or even cure cancer before they graduate.

The pressure to get into a competitive school incentivizes
many students to overapply to schools, hoping to hit the lottery
due to dropping acceptance rates. However, this overburdens
students with a mountain of supplemental essays, interviews,
and financial aid forms that must be completed. Combined with
the fact that these materials are expected to be perfect, this
creates even more stress, preventing students from being
able to enjoy their senior year.

This can also be costly in terms of paying
application fees or extra college counseling.
Many students choose to take additional SAT
prep classes or pay for a tutor to help with
standardized tests, which can further exacerbate
issues for families with fewer resources.

The stresses of college applications
are not a problem exclusive to
students, either. According to
U.S. News, many parents also
become stressed out by their child’s

application process. The increasing

complexity and competitiveness of

college applications make the process challenging for parents
to navigate, with a multitude of deadlines and parts for every high school.
new application. Locally, according to the University of Texas

at Austin (UT) News, 72,885 students submitted freshman
applications in Fall 2024 for UT, showcasing the competition
that amplifies the stress seniors face.

The mindset around college applications needs to
shift. That same September, I lost a debate. I almost
broke down in a Chick-fil-A bathroom because
I thought if my class ranking

dropped, it could be the difference
between a college acceptance or rejection.
Admissions are far more complicated than any
one number, but in the moment, compounding
pressure from friends, family, and the media makes

any mistake feel make-or-break.

This environment isn’t healthy for students, their
parents, or schools. At worst, it can take away from creating

meaningful experiences in what deserves to be the best year of
graphic by Tita Gonzalez
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For a bleak twelve hours on Jan. 19, the 170 million active
American users on TikTok opened the app only to be met with
a disclaimer stating that TikTok was now banned in the U.S,,
according to Amnesty International. Many users, seemingly
as an alternative, fled to the Chinese-owned social media app
XiaoHongShu, more commonly known as REDNote. The app
flew to the top of Apple’s free-to-download list, contending with
apps like Threads, Instagram, and Facebook.

On Jan. 16, three days before the ban date of TikTok, REDNote
gained nearly 3 million U.S. users, according to Forbes. The app’s
typical content of shopping and reviews was washed out with
thousands of American users making parody videos about the
ban. The ban was prompted after American government officials
alleged its owner, the Chinese tech company ByteDance, may be
using the app as a source of espionage, according to CBS News,
putting pressure on the company to transfer ownership to an
American company or have its app banned. However, President
Donald Trump signed an executive order that allowed TikTok to
be used within the states for another 75 days. Trump appointed
Vice President JD Vance and National Security Advisor Michael
Waltz to oversee the sale of the app to a trusted American buyer,
using the extra time to work with his administration to find a
solution that protects security concerns without permanently
banning the multi-billion dollar app.

LASA freshman Hana Vikalo explained that they were happy
with TikTok’s swift return. Vikalo is among those who got to
experience the app’s ban in real-time.

“At first, I thought my Wi-Fi was lagging,” Vikalo said.
“Nothing was loading, and I kept refreshing the app. On my third
refresh, I got the message that it was banned. I was confused
because everyone was saying it wouldn’t be banned until
midnight. I guess I moved to REDNote to cope.”

Vikalo added that REDNote or Instagram Reels didn’t compare
to TikTok’s algorithm.

The TikTok algorithm, used to recommend content tailored
to the user, took a team of data scientists months to perfect,
according to BBC. It seems more addictive than competing apps
because of the large amount of user data it consumes, according
to The New York Times. On top of this, its algorithm is unique
because it serves content from followed accounts as well as

unknown, and uses factors like playtime, likes, comments, and
plays to decide how engaged” the user was, according to Buffer, a
social media manager. Due to the app’s success, many like Vikalo
were hesitant if the ban will truly go through.

“The app is too influential and makes too much money for it
to be banned,” Vikalo said. “And you know, there’s been ‘ban
scares’ on the app since 2023.”

‘Ban scares’ on TikTok are recurring waves of panic where
users feel the app will be banned usually due to policy changes,
according to TechTarget, a data company. The scares typically
gain popularity through viral videos about exaggerated claims,
reactions, and debates over potential censorship. They are not
usually taken seriously due to the amount of them that have
previously flooded the app’s feed multiple times, according to
Vulture.

Salwa Yordi, an Austin-based influencer and activist, agreed
that banning TikTok in the U.S. may not be worth it for reasons
such as security, censorship, and confidentiality. She argued that
data privacy is a problem throughout many platforms, and it’s not
specific to TikTok.

“The fact that the [U.S. government feels they] have to sell
it to someone when they’re doing so well financially is crazy to
me,” Yordi said. “Especially knowing that at the end of the day
whenever we post something on social media, everybody gets to
see it, we don’t know what the security is like.”

Yordi expressed concerns for influencers that make a living
off of TikTok. She explained that the app pays much more than
competitors like Instagram or YouTube, so creators may not be
able to receive the same kind of earnings on different platforms.

“My concern is primarily how, [for] so many people, their full-
time job relies on TikTok,” Yordi said. “If they were not to have
that platform, many of them would be without a stable income,
and that affects not just them but the economy”

TikTok has helped Yordi personally by providing her with
a space to share her beliefs and promote her organization, the
Latinitas. The Latinitas is a nonprofit organization dedicated to
empowering girls through media and technology. Through the
platform, she has been able to grab the attention of sponsors and
donors. If the app’s ban does become permanent, Yordi believes
that where users will flee differs between generations.

“I got into REDNote just because I was curious about it,”
Yordie said. “It’s a Chinese platform too. I do think that if TikTok

is Ticking Down for TikTok in the U.S.

TESSA WHITNEY | staff writer

gets shut down, many of us would go to Instagram, and perhaps
Gen Z would explore REDNote and the other applications.”

However, LASA freshman Scarlett Miranda-Benitez feels
the other applications will not bring the same shared sense of
community and influence TikTok currently does. She emphasized
that the app represents more than just a content-sharing platform.

“I just think it’s too much of our culture,” Miranda-Benitez
said. “Most of the current trends—like fashion and language have
come from there. You can see one video of a girl wearing a hoodie
that goes viral then everyone has that hoodie, or you see one
video of someone using a new word, and it’s in every comment
section for like a month.”

However, the negative effects of TikTok can stem from such
influence, making some feel out of the loop, effectively worsening
some user’s mental health, according to medical articles by
Yale Medicine. The app has been linked to reduced attention
spans, body image issues, and social insecurity, according to the
University of California at Davis Health Department. Miranda-
Benitez still feels the problem is bigger than any one app.

“That’s more of a social media problem in general,” Miranda-
Benitez said. “TikTok is more authentic. I’ve seen a lot of posts
where people are just being themselves or talking about relatable
things. I mean, a lot of people
wouldn’t know what
to do in their free X
time, so maybe if it
got banned they would
be productive with
that time, maybe they
wouldn’t.”

Overall,
potential TikTok
ban raises concerns
over privacy, content
creators’ well-
being, and the app’s
influence on digital
culture. According to its
users, regardless of the
outcome, TikTok has left
amark on the modern age.

the
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and the Environment

MILES ANDREW | staff writer

Al

The rapid advancement of artificial intelligence (Al) is reshaping societal norms and industries by
offering new information for disaster preparedness, energy efficiency, and resource management. However,
this progress comes with a growing power demand which raises concerns about sustainability.

According to Bhoomi Gadhia, senior product marketing manager at NVIDIA, a California-based tech
company, Al’s precise calculations allow for unprecedented weather and natural disaster prediction. She
believes that AI’s advancements in meteorology will help improve disaster preparedness and help combat
climate change.

“Taiwan is crucial to global technology, supplying chips for phones, TVs, and computers,” Gadhia said.
“By improving typhoon prediction accuracy, Al helps them develop better evacuation plans, reinforce
buildings, and protect critical infrastructure.”

The increase in Al usage has required a lot of additional power. In 2023, Statista estimated that
ATI’s power usage would be 4.5 gigawatts, enough to power 3.5 million U.S. homes and accounts for
approximately 8% of data center energy consumption. Haynes Strader, the Chief Development Officer at
Skybox Datacenters, commented on the need for support as Al use expands.

“Al is creating huge demand for computing power, but it’s also driving profitability for some of the
biggest companies in the world, many of which are committed to carbon neutrality,” Strader said. “This
alignment presents an opportunity to invest in energy solutions that benefit both the environment and the
economy.”

Based on the power that Al uses, there have been some legislative bills relying on sustainable energy.
In January 2025, there was an executive order put out by former President Joe Biden that outlined the
timeframe and structure for developing Al, emphasizing the development of clean energy production to
power Al Strader views sustainable energy being a long-term goal for data centers that can be accomplished
through large-scale funding.

“Transitioning to truly sustainable energy solutions requires long-term investments in nuclear and
hydropower,” Strader said. “For example, the last commercial nuclear power plant built in the U.S. was
completed last year in Georgia. It took 30 years to get permitted and constructed and was billions of dollars
over budget.”

As Al progresses, its capabilities increase longevity in many fields by providing help for challenging
projects. A noted example is in the mining industry where locating rare metals is made easier with the help

of Al according to ScienceDirect

“Al is helping improve mining efficiency,” Gadhia said. “Instead of digging blindly, Al-powered
models allow more precise targeting, reducing unnecessary excavation and waste. Once lithium is mined,
we have a library called Coolito, which optimizes the chip design process with nanometer-level precision.

This reduces material waste, making chip manufacturing more efficient and environmentally friendly.”

According to Liberman, a video manager at NVIDIA, Al does undoubtedly consume a large amount of
energy. However, while Al innovation remains rapid and its future is still, to a certain extent, speculative,
Liberman explained that its potential to benefit humanity is ultimately greater than its environmental

impact.

“Every industry has some environmental impact,” Liberman said. “The question is whether the benefit
outweighs the impact. Al has the potential to do great good for humanity, but to reach that potential, it must

become sustainable, ubiquitous, and accessible.”

Texans Prepare for

ABBEY WU | staff writer

As immigration and deportation become increasingly prominent topics under President Donald Trump’s
second term, Austin faces a potential loss of nearly 107,000 non-citizen immigrants, approximately 10.9%
of its population, according to the United States Census Bureau. Across the country, the new immigration
policies and enforcement measures threaten thousands of communities more across the country.

One of the ways a person can be deported is through expedited removal, which is when a U.S. Customs
and Border Protection officer rapidly deport an undocumented person or a person who has committed
misrepresentation or fraud within two years of their arrival. According to the Vera Institute of Justice,
upon taking office, President Trump expanded:this policy:to.include.those.who.were paroled during the
Biden administration. Anne Chandler, director of the Texas Immigration Law Council, which serves as a
legal resource and advocacy center throughout Texas, explained how Trump’s move to nullify Biden-era
policies is causing alarm across Austin.

“You could not traditionally use [expedited removal] to deport people if they were not apprehended
within 14 days of arrival,” Chandler said. “President Trump expanded that to two years. We are on the
lookout to see, are they going to use that to apprehend and deport people who cannot prove that they’ve
been in the Austin area for up to two years?”

Another form of removal is administrative removal. This is where the U.S. government can
remove someone convicted of an aggravated felony or who does not have legal permission to be in the
United States. This process is often completed by an administrative immigration judge.

“Some individuals who are being deported from an immigration court in an administrative hearing have
literally been waiting and have been present in the United States for six, or seven years.” Chandler said.
“The process is broken. There are too many cases in the system.”

Many cities and counties have been realigning their policies regarding immigration and deportation
to not run afoul of pressure from the federal government. However, there are sanctuary cities that are
currently refusing to cooperate with the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), according to
Chandler.

“In Texas, you don’t hear any law enforcement officers say they’re not going to cooperate just because
we have specific laws passed at our/state level, like SB 420 [and SB 17] that prohibit law enforcement
from taking that type of statement,”? Chandler said. “When it comes to Texas, you see state agencies—
the Department of Public Safety, Texas Rangers, and other state entities— taking a more active role in
participating with the federal government in enforcement mechanisms than you do in other states.”

Chandler explained that there are a number of ways in which undocumented immigrants can challenge
deportation orders, One way is filing a family petition, which is when a U.S. resident or lawful resident
files a petition for a foreign relative to immigrate. Another way someone can request removal orders is
asylum.

“Asylum is where somebody actually has a fear of returning to their home country... and they can
prove that they’re going to be harmed by the government or an organization that can’t be stopped by the
government, then that individual may be able to win something like asylum,” Chandler said.

The Trump Administration rescinded a memo that was put out by the Office of Management and
Budget under the Biden administration that had called for the freezing of certain federal program funding.
Some of the programs at risk for a loss of funding were those that provide essential services to immigrants.

“21 states challenged that effort by the Trump administration to freeze grants and freeze financial
assistance loans going out if they didn’t comply with the federal government’s policies to protect the
nation,” Chandler said. “Under all that pressure from lawsuits and people saying this isn’t right. The
government changed its mind.”

Chandler mentioned that she understood President Trump’s interest in fixing the immigration system,
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“Advocacy is the lifeblood of American civil society,” Praba said. “We are in the midst of
Texas’s 89th legislative session and one of the most tumultuous times in American history.”

Specific education issues the PTA were emphasizing include raising the student allotment,
or the basic amount of money Texas gives public schools, school safety, and vouchers. Many
representatives collaborate with the PTA to help them succeed in these goals, one being State
Representative Gina Hinojosa of District 49, who discussed the importance of the PTA’s
objectives.

“We’ve seen this pressure on our classrooms and on our schools, and it is, one, a safety issue,”
Hinojosa said. “Because the more caring adults we have on the campus, the safer our kids are.
There is probably actually no single greatest safety issue than having enough caring adults on a
campus. But it also is getting in the way of teaching and learning when we don’t have the adults
on campus that we need. Basic allotment allows for us to hire more teachers on campus.”

Rally Day provides a chance for students around Texas to talk to various people around the
capitol and to learn more about the Texas government. Mike O’Connor, the chief of staff for State
Representative Maria Luisa “Lulu” Flores from District 51 explained the need to communicate
your message.

“If it’s got your address on it, if it’s got your name, if it looks like it’s written by a real person,
we care a lot more about that,” O’Connor said. “Another thing is, ask for something. If you don’t
ask for anything, there’s nothing we can really do with your communication.”

Rally day allows for citizens and constituents
to educate their legislators on the realities of the
public school system. This is commonly in the form
of telling personal accounts of your experiences to
better inform your representatives.

“It’s important to stress your stories,” Hinojosa
said. “Many legislators in this building have no
connection to public schools. They don’t have their
kids in public schools. People don’t know how dire

things are. People don’t know how dire things are.”

CAPITOL CRAZY LASA students meet at the Capitol steps before
an exciting day of rallying for education. photo courtesy LASA PTSA

RALLY DAY WONDERS Students and Texas PTA members
rally at the capitol steps for pubic education support. photo
by Leah Lashus

Possible Deportation

and she noted that it greatly needs an update. However, she called for Congress and President Trump
to instead rewrite immigration laws to better fit current and future realities.

“This type of approach, one of just mass deportations and enforcement, is really misguided,”
Chandler said. “We need something much more comprehensive to get us set for the next century.”

Deportations have an effect on many different workforces and communities, including education.
Sara James, a kindergarten teacher, works at a low-income elementary school where the majority
of the population is Latino or Hispanic. James expressed her understanding of the call for increased
deportations, saying that she believes people who are causing constant harm to others should
face some sort of punishment..However;she.conveyed her worry for the many families who have
immigrated to the U.S., both documented and undocumented, as they have sacrificed a great deal to
get here.

“America is seen as this place where you get to fulfill your dreams,” James said. “They’re coming
here to do exactly what America has portrayed itself to be. With the deportation, it’s going back on
what America is said to be, what America is supposed to be.”

James described how the immigrant communities she grew up in and continues to teach in were
safe, protective, and supportive atmospheres. She works to make sure every student feels safe in the
classroom and to inform their parents about their rights.

“I’m not Hispanic myself, but this is my family,” James said. “These are my people. This is my
community. So we’re all here, really to support them and to support whoever needs our help.”

According to James, there has been a large drop in attendance out of fear of being in an ICE raid.
She mentioned how it feels eerie to be in a classroom with so few students. She still continues to
support the remaining students as much as possible.

“I teach kindergartners, so they’re only five and six years old,” James said. “They don’t even know
what’s going on in the world that they live in, but they’'re seeing it firsthand with their parents, or
seeing the fear. They’re hearing the conversations at home, and they’re feeling secondhand whatever
they’re surrounded with.”

James explained that she wished people better understood how to empathize with immigrants
because sometimes undocumented immigration is the only option for a safe life for their family.
According to her, recognizing the sacrifices parents have made for their children and their potential
faults is important as we continue through new legislation.

“The lack of empathy and the lack of perspective and just being able to sympathize with others is
a big issue,” James said.

John Goodell is a Latino AP Government and AP U.S. History teacher at LASA with a background
in law, having served as a military lawyer and in Texas state agencies. He emphasized the importance
of respecting the law while reflecting on how stricter policies may have impacted his own family.

“The president’s executive order struck me personally as pandering to some of the members of
his base who would want that,” Goodell said. “If that had actually occurred, it would have been a
complete disaster for him publicly.”

Goodell also discussed the variability of each situation. While doing his best to remain
unbiased while presenting to his students, Goodell mentioned speaking to his classes about some
of the many possibilities in immigration and deportation cases and that there is no ‘one-size-fits-all’
story to immigration.

“We have a court process for this,” Goodell said. “Just because somebody has deportation
proceedings started against them doesn’t mean that there couldn’t be an asylum request on the road.
Each case is specific and so there is an asylum process that’s separate from the immigration process.

It’s like an offshoot.” graphic contributed by Eloisa Espetia-Gorostieta

603 N. LAMAR BLVD.
- AUSTIN, TEXAS

N
L
©
N
c
o
V)
©
=
=
>
Qo
«
S
<
Qo
©
g
o>

S QIFF

ANY PURCHASE OF $20 OR MORE |x




[LASA LIBERATOR

MARCH 24, 202

Trump  Tariffs

ASHER ZVI-NOVA | staff writer

As President Donald Trump reaches three months into his sec-
ond term, tariffs have emerged as his preferred method of boosting
the American economy and influencing foreign relations. The
tariffs are a tool President Trump has proposed to pressure other
countries such as for minimizing the fentanyl, a deadly drug, that
enters U.S. soil, according to PBS.

A fact sheet released by the White House on Feb. 1 explained
that the U.S. federal government found that due to an influx of
drugs, such as fentanyl, tariffs are a method of improving the
well-being of Americans. Accordingly, President Trump imposed a
25% tariff on Mexico and Canada, along with 10% tariffs on China
until the fentanyl crisis has been resolved, according to the White
House press release on tariffs. Additionally, he intends to use this
protectionist tariff policy to end the $100 billion U.S. trade deficit.
Jonas Gamso, an assistant professor of international trade and
global studies at Arizona State
University, explained
that tariffs are a
tax on imported
goods to incentiv-
ize customers to
buy from U.S.
producers.

“Imagine
that [ am
looking to
buy toma-
toes for
my grocery
store based
in California,
and I have two
options: pay $1
per pound for to-
matoes from Mexico
or $1.20 per pound for
tomatoes from Arizona,”

Gamso said. “Of course, I will

buy them from Mexico to save

myself 20 cents per pound. But if the US

puts a 25% tariff on imports from Mexico,

then the cost to import Mexican tomatoes

rises, and they may end up selling for around $1.25
per pound. Suddenly, it makes more sense for me to
buy the Arizona-grown tomatoes.”

While tariffs have been high at points in U.S. his-
tory, especially in the early 1900s, they fell sharply in the 1940s
as the U.S. moved towards more open trade policies, according
to Gamso. Now, Gamso thinks that the Trump administration is
attempting to win over voters by lowering the trade deficit, which
occurs when the value of a country’s imports exceeds the value of
its exports, according to Investopedia.

“Tariffs produce ‘winners’ and ‘losers,”” Gamso said. “Tariffs
create more ‘losers’ than ‘winners’ because while they protect cer-
tain industries, they also lead to higher prices for consumers and
potential job losses in export-dependent industries”

LASA senior Ben Levy, president of LASA Model U.N., finds

Update: Onion

Foreign

NEWS

Powers

that Model U.N. gives students opportunities to understand
government perspectives when making crucial decisions, offering
chances to understand the changes the U.S. is attempting to make
with tariffs. Levy believes that Canada and Mexico will back
down and work to stop the flow of migrants who may assist in the
fentanyl trade, as well as the 86.4% of fentanyl smugglers who
are U.S. citizens, according to the U.S. Sentencing Commission.

“In these simulations, just like in real life, tariffs are a tool
for governments to get what they want,” Levy said. “[Trump’s]
intention is to try to strengthen America’s ability to put pressure
on its neighbors so that the United States will be able to, when-
ever it needs to do something, be able to extort Canada and extort
Mexico.”

Similarly, tariffs, Levy argued, may help American produc-
ers byputting more emphasis on their produced items. Although
this is a possible solution, Levy still believes tariffs will bring
possible consequences, such as inflation, that will still harm some
American companies and the U.S.’s global standing.

“It is alleged by some countries like China, that what the U.S.
is doing is illegal,” Levy said. “Also [these tariffs] show that the
U.S. is willing to do things that hurt its allies for its own gain.
While every country knew this, now they’ve seen it firsthand, and
they know that it’s going to happen.”

LASA sophomore Shaan Kassam is a dual citizen of
the U.S. and
Canada and
believes that
this approach
to stopping
drugs is flawed.
With only 1% of
illegal narcotics
in the US coming
from Canada, he sees no
reason for tariffs.
“More drugs per capita
come into Canada from the
U.S.,” Kassam said. “And
if you want to talk about
marijuana, marijuana is
legal in many American states.
If you want to get marijuana into a
state that doesn’t legalize it, it’s eas-
ier just to get it from California, then
import it through an international
checkpoint.
Kassam explained that the

harm both the Canadian and U.S.
economy. After the signing of the U.S.-Mexico-Can-
ada Agreement, which allows for free trade between the
countries, the majority of Canada’s imports have come from the
U.S. Similarly, the majority of Canada’s exports are to the U.S.,
which supplies America with large quantities of lumber and oil,
according to the Observatory of Economic Complexity, an online
trade database.

“What we are seeing right now is what we have been
able to achieve,” Kassam said. “Canada’s economy and Ameri-
ca’s economy is so great because we have this free trade agree-
ment, and to a lesser extent, Mexico also contributes to this.”

tariffs are going to

Creek Flooding

ETHAN STERN | news editor

The Onion Creek neighborhood has a history of flooding, with floods in the late 1800s
and early 1900s leaving a mark on the neighborhood, according to Atlas Obscura. The
first major flood occurred in 1998 which led to the destruction of over a hundred homes.
In 2013, a flood on Halloween devastated the Onion Creek neighborhood as hundreds
of houses were torn apart and as a result, millions of dollars were used in government
spending, according to estimates by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
This made way for many initiatives proposed by the city to remake the Onion Creek area
into a park and a safe neighborhood, according to KVUE.

graphic by Amelia Coleman

THE LINE




[LASA LIBERATOR

MARCH 24, 2025

IND.

REBECA GONZALEZ |student life
ISABEL KRAMER | editors

“Part of what the council does is create a list of legislative
priorities,” Pandian said. “They’re priorities that push public
schools forward. We are anti-voucher, and we are pro-
increasing the amount of student allotment.”

Butts and Pandian’s meeting was not a one time
occurrence. In fact, the council has held meetings in the past
months at the Texas Capitol with legislators and received
some support for their priorities.

“Currently, we’re trying to figure out how to partner with
the Austin Council of Parent Teacher Association (ACPTA),
to try to get a bunch of students together to testify for the
legislature,” Pandian said.

However, according to Butts, results can be unguaranteed
when it comes to passing legislation. Many bills have
already been introduced to increase the allotment in support
of public schools, but the actual process makes it difficult for
them to get far.

“I don’t think those are the bills that are going to pass,”
Butts said. “Because what normally happens is that if there
is a significant bill that’s going to do something, like increase
school funding, it’s usually carried by the chairman of the
committee that will hear the bill. And none of these people
are the chairs of the committee.”

Butts believes there is a chance of an allotment increase
to make it past the Texas house. However, considering
bills require both the Senate and the House vote, the actual
decision can be uncertain.

“I don’t think it will pass the Senate,” Butts said. “I am
hopeful that it will pass the House. So, if the House passes an
increase and sends the bill to the Senate, I don’t know what
the Senate will do. It’s just very uncertain, unfortunately.”

Missy Bender, the executive director at Texas School
Coalition, is heavily involved in advocating for public
education in Austin. Bender explained that although she
finds the future for allotment in this session to be uncertain,
she’s still holding out hope for change.

“It is early in the legislative session,” Bender said. “We
are hopeful that legislators will listen to constituents who
remind them that investments in public education strengthen
our future workforce and our economy.”

Because the allotment has not been increased since 2019,
schools have faced increased costs as a result of inflation.
Therefore, Butts believes there should be specific legislation
to tackle these costs.

“Hopefully, they’ll raise the basic allotment and include
a provision that would automatically adjust [for inflation]
every two years,” Butts said.

In opposition to calls from Texas schools’ calls for
increased allotment, the Texas legislature is actively
pushing for the introduction of vouchers. Vouchers’ main
purpose is to provide $10,000 to families in Texas in order
to hypothetically give them the choice of public or private
education. However, the voucher program would actually be
more damaging to public education, and according to AISD,
opposing vouchers is a main priority.

“Funding in AISD is by attendance and so if you’re
pulling students out of the school, not only are you decreasing
enrollment, but you’re decreasing student attendance,”
Pandian said. “And then you’re decreasing public school
funding. That’s gonna lead to a really, really bad situation
for public schools.”

However, according to Butts, besides the drastic effect
vouchers can have on public education they have a lot of
issues on their own. At times, the voucher bill’s purpose is
not well executed or regulated.

“The Senate doesn’t have any parameters or any
guardrails around who gets a voucher,” Butts said. “They
don’t have a certain income level. So in some states that
have vouchers, they prioritize lower income families or
families with children with special needs. They prioritize
those students. This bill that the Senate passed doesn’t have
any of that.”

In addition, vouchers would only provide $10,000 for
families to attend private schools, while most are more
expensive than $10,000, raising the question of whether
families will truly be able to afford the private education the
voucher promises. Butts believes that the answer is unclear,
especially when considering the high costs parents will need
to pay.

“If a private school charges the tuition at $25,000, and
a family is just getting $10,000, can the family afford the
extra $15,000?” Butts said. “Transportation is another issue.
Some private schools don’t have to offer transportation. So,
it would depend on whether the parent can transport the
child to and from school.”

The voucher also does not include any pricing for
students to afford extracurricular activities, which can
be expensive at some schools. Butts sees this as a crucial
fallacy of vouchers.

“If a student is interested in being in the band or playing
a sport, or doing extracurricular activities, does that private
school have those?” Butts said. “A lot of that is going to
factor into whether or not a student wants to go to a private
school or whether they are even able to.”

Pandian has her own disagreements with the private
schools vouchers will benefit. She explained that she sees

private institutions as less beneficial sources of education.

“Private schools are institutions where you shed your
rights at the class gates,” Pandian said. “So from that
perspective, it’s a lot harder to have regulation and safety
for students.”

Pandian believes that vouchers will be used in Texas
differently than in other states and cases. In other cases,
vouchers are used for rural cities, but in Texas they will be
greatly affecting urban towns.

“I think the way that other states used vouchers is they’ve
used it for a district that’s really, really rural and students
can’t get to school,” Pandian said. “So they give them
private school vouchers so they can have access, but that’s
not how we’re using them here.”

Pandian believes the purpose of the voucher may not be
beneficial to Texas. She thinks there is not enough information
or research available to have a clear understanding of
whether vouchers can be beneficial or not.

“There’s no real data to support that in Texas, in the
situation that our district is in, it would be helpful to have
vouchers,” Pandian said. “And a lot of the rhetoric around
why we’re putting in vouchers is to save children from the
woke indoctrination.”

To her, private education does not have much more to
offer than public education. She argued that any negatives
in public education are a direct result of the lack of funding
from the Texas legislature.

“I think public school has a lot of merits and a lot of
flaws,” Pandian said. “But I would argue that a lot of those
flaws come from lack of funding and lack of infrastructure.
So getting rid of that funding even more so is just gonna take
from public schools. It’s vicious.”

Regardless of the negatives, vouchers are still making
their way past the House and into the Senate, and Pandian
can see the bill passing in the future. However, she has found
resistance to vouchers throughout the Texas legislature.

“I think a lot of people are saying that vouchers are an
absolute,” Pandian said. “I was talking to some people in the
ACPTA and people within the legislature, and it seems like
there is actually bipartisan support for not doing that.”

However, Pandian believes that if vouchers pass, the
legislature must make an attempt to proportionally increase
the allotment. She explained that this is crucial for public
schools since vouchers can already create such a dire effect.

“There’s been some conversation. I don’t know if this is
within the legislature, but I know that in meetings we have
talked about, if they’re gonna pass vouchers, then they need
to increase the student allotment to the amount that vouchers
will be,” Pandian said. “So, if we’re giving kids $10,000 to
go to private school, we also increase the student allotment

Public school has a lot of
merits and a lot of flaws,
but | would argue that a lot
of those flaws come from
lack of funding and lack of
infrastructure. It’s vicious.

- Amari Pandian, LASA Senior

to 10,000.”

A major factor for AISD specifically is the recapture
program, or nicknamed the Robin Hood. The recapture
program takes 50% of the AISD budget and 25% of the
Austin taxpayer dollars and redistributes them to surrounding
school districts that have less property taxes and therefore a
smaller budget.

“The recapture log was first instituted to provide school
districts that don’t collect a lot of property taxes budget,”
Butts said. “These school districts, therefore they weren’t
able to spend a lot of money on their school, and therefore

$ ¥

[the] Texas legislature created this law that classified some
school districts as property wealthy and some as property
poor, and so this is how recapture came about.”

However, according to Butts, now that Austin and AISD
have grown in size, the recapture program is outdated. It
is not clear whether or not it should still be enforced,
considering the sheer amount of money being distributed
would be enough to recover AISD from its deficit. Yet many
of these school districts are still in a deficit themselves, and
Butts believes the recapture should continue, just changed to
be more effective with the current financial situation.

“It’s supposed to be used to equalize funding for all
school districts in the state, and so that’s not going to go
away, and it probably shouldn’t go away,” Butts said. “But
the amount of recapture that the states are collecting is
really, really extreme.”

It may appear to be a difficult task to assist so many
school districts with their deficits. However, Butts makes it
clear that this is not true. In fact, there aren’t many barriers
keeping the allotment from being raised other than the
legislature actually implementing it.

“Last session, the legislature had a 32 billion dollar
surplus, and they didn’t raise it by a nickel, so it’s not due to
lack of effort.

Butts had clarified that she and AISD are preparing for
there to be no increase in funding this 2025 session. In fact,
AISD is already implementing a hiring freeze and Eanes has
had to make some cuts themselves.

“All school districts are going through this,” Butts said.
“They’re looking at their budgets and seeing how they can
cut. Eanes ISD is closing a campus. They just announced it a
couple weeks ago. Some school districts are increasing class
sizes. They’re closing campuses and consolidating closed
campuses within another campus.”

As school districts search for a way out of their debt,
many community members, parents, and even students
have stepped into the role of helping the public education
system’s funding that the legislature has not increased.
Bender acknowledges that regardless of any change in
funding, school districts and community members will still
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Vending Machine Snacks Snubbed For Students

LAUREN VANDERVEEN | staff writer

Every day, students find themselves hungry during a lecture
or work time and come up with the perfect solution: a vending
machine snack. A reliable source of food, the LASA vending
machines are available throughout the day. However, while the
specific date is still unclear, the LASA administration has stated
that vending machine access will be restricted in the future.
The new policy aims to address disruptions during class time
by preventing students from sneaking their phones out of the
classroom to buy from the vending machine.

A part of the reason vending machines are greatly used is that
students rely on them for food when they do not have time to
pack lunch in the morning or do not want to wait in the lunch
line. Although students can still access the vending machines
during lunch, the restrictions will affect many students’ routines.
LASA freshman Carlos Villalobos explained that his use of the
vending machines would be hindered drastically if the machines
were closed during class.

“I always get [snacks] during my classes,” Villalobos said.
“Most times I don’t get lunch if I don’t have time or something,
and I just get my snacks.”

LASA freshman Marcelo Weimer explained that many rely
on food from the vending machines to fuel their bodies and
remain energized. As a result, the time restrictions on the vending
machines can impact students’ energy levels throughout the day.

“I think that if you’re hungry you’re not gonna be able to
focus as well,” Weimer said. “So, limiting the food you are able
to access as you're trying to focus can really impair your ability

to focus. I think it’s a negative, bad thing to do.”

According to Assistant Principal and Campus Behavior
Coordinator Neno December, the school administration has
noticed students abusing their privilege of visiting the vending
machine during class. December described how this tendency is
the main reason in enforcing the restriction.

“The decision to limit the availability of the vending machines
comes after noticing a pattern of students leaving class under the
pretense of going to the bathroom but heading to the vending
machines instead,” December said. “This diversion leads to a
loss in instructional time, and we’ve seen that it correlates with
academic performance.”

December explained that LASA has a strict phone policy,
detailing that phones cannot be used during class without
permission from the teacher. This becomes problematic as many
students who frequent the vending machines during class often
use ApplePay to buy food.

“Another issue we’ve encountered is students sneaking their
phones out of class to use them for purchasing, which leads to
further distractions and misuse of phones during school hours,”
December said.

According to Weimer, many students want the administration
to reconsider this policy. The administration welcomes students
to voice their concerns about the new policy, however, according
to December, the vending machines will still be open before
and after school, and the purpose of the policy is to ensure that
instructional time is maximized.

“We recognize that circumstances may change, and should
new data or feedback suggest a different approach, we are open to
reassessing the situation,” December said. “Our goal is to ensure

REBECA GONZALEZ| student life editor

editor-in-chief for the web.

working at the Liberator?

and what I wasn’t.

journalism you’re currently studying?

photography.

Texas Daily compare to your time at the Liberator?

have to work on deadlines and hurry up with them.

TINGYU CAO | staff writer

extreme workload, they have decided to form.

family time.

what?”
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Raptors in the Wild is a segment for the LASA Liberator
that highlights former Liberator editors and follows their
career post-Liberator or in the wild. For this issue, the
Liberator interviewed JC Ramirez Delgadillo, the former

The LASA Liberator: How was your experience

Delgadillo: It was definitely life-changing, that’s for
sure. Mostly because right now, I’m studying journalism
because of that, funny enough. It had a big impact on what
I wanted to do and helped me find out what I was good at

The LASA Liberator: Do you have a specific area of

Delgadillo: I’'m currently studying at the University
of North Texas, and I have a journalism degree, but they
have five different concentrations. The one that I am doing
right now is digital in print. That’s kind of working with
magazines and online content. But I’ve also done a little
bit of other work outside of that, such as broadcast and

Have students found themselves late on Sunday night,
realizing that they have three tests and a project due the
next day? Have they felt like they worked the entire
weekend and yet there is still a mountain of work ahead?
“Why deal with this?” they ask themselves. This is how
the members of the LASA Union felt. As a result of the

Reese Armstrong, the founder of the LASA Union
and former student at LASA, explained that the school
overworks its students. According to him, LASA’s school
work leeched into every aspect of his life, from sleeping to

“I feel like students should have a right to live their
lives and not just be expected to work crazy hours all the
time and sacrifice their health, their safety, their ability to
see friends and family, their sleep,” Armstrong said. “For

According to Armstrong, the entire point of LASA is
no more than just another point for a student to include
on their college application. Armstrong opposes this as he

that our policies best support student success and minimize
disruptions to the learning environment.”

graphic by Ellington Tough

The LASA Liberator: Are you planning on pursuing
journalism as a career in the future?

Delgadillo: I mean, with the way that the job market
is going, I’ve got to have an open mind with everything.
I want to pursue journalism. I see myself mostly writing
editorials, but I’ve kinda recently, this semester, gotten
into arts and life and entertainment-type journalism. But
yes, journalism is ultimately my goal, and I also want to
do teaching. Teaching journalism.

The LASA Liberator: You once said that The LASA
Liberator has had a big impact on you and that you’re
reaching for great things, and you specifically said
‘winning a Pulitzer award or being added to the CIA
watchlist.” Do you still have these goals?

Delgadillo: The CIA one was clearly a joke, but the
Pulitzer—that I see has the biggest award there is. It has
changed because it’s gotten more specific. I would still
want to win a Pulitzer. That would be very cool but for
commentary or editorial writing.

The LASA Liberator: What are the lessons that you
learned from the Liberator?

Delgadillo: I think the biggest lesson that I learned
working at the Liberator is you are gonna work with a team,
and no matter what you do... as long as you have the drive
to do something, it can be accomplished. The Liberator
was something I put
my mind and heart
into, and I’m glad
to see many of the
traditions growing
and new  ones /
coming along! A

e

The LASA Liberator: How does working at the North

Delgadillo: Working at the Liberator prepares you for
the foundation of it. We do eight pages every week, and
most of the workers are journalism majors, so we know we

graphics by Amelia Coleman

The LASA Student Union’s Rise

believes that the school should be more than that.

“The expectation should not be that you have to give
up your life for LASA,” Armstrong said. “We should come
together, and we should fight for something better. I would
say that what keeps the system intact in a lot of ways is this
idea that we have to live this way for the sake of college
applications.”

Armstrong explained that the LASA Union hopes to get
what it wants through collective bargaining. Armstrong
has found that many people at LASA want change: like
extending the due dates and advocating for a more defined
balance of life and work.

“For example, a policy that would be great is to make
schoolwork that is assigned one day not due immediately
the next day if you have a double B week to give students
time to do work,” Armstrong said. “And I think that all the
demands are going to have to come from the students.”

LASA junior David Hamer, a LASA Union member,
believes that something must be changed. He believes
mental health should be high on the list of reforms and
union demands.

“[The problems] vary a lot,” Hamer said. “There’s a lot
of people saying there’s not enough mental health services
at LASA [or just generally that] LASA is making mental
health worse. People say there’s not a lot of time, outside of
school and school work.”

Isaac Braman-Ray, a junior and the current co-
chair of the LASA Union, thinks the union still
needs more people for it to be effective. The
LASA Union currently has about 8%, or 116
students, and according to the LASA Student

Union social media, they do still plan to

expand.

“We haven’t been able to accomplish
much yet because we don’t have enough
support ...,” Braman-Ray said. “We might
be a little above 8% now. We’re hoping to get
up to 20% by the end of the year or more.”



JAY WILKERSON | club contributor “Hey Kid, Catchl” - Coca-Cola (1980)
The Super Bowl is the annual NFL championship
game that millions of Americans watch every year,
making the broadcast prime advertising space for '
companies. Super Bowl advertisements take up about e “19847- Apple (1984)
24% of its airtime according to Marketing Dive. A ¥
survey done by Statista states that 18% of respondents
who watched the Super Bowl were only there for the
advertisements because of the high production values,
celebrity appearances, and creative storytelling. Some
of the most popular advertisements from the Super
Bowl have been “Hey Kid, Catch!” by Coca-Cola
in 1980, Remembered for the emotional impact and
timeless appeal of the ad, it re-aired in 2004; “1984”
by Apple aired in 1984, based off of the George Orwell
novel which shares its name, takes advantage of these
qualities to create a memorable ad; “Hare Jordan” by
Nike made in 1993 is remembered for the crossover

between NBA star Micheal Jordan and beloved Looney “Bud Ice Penguin” - Budweiser (1996)
Toons character Bugs Bunny.

“Hare Jordan™ - Nike (1993}
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ENTERTAINMENT

Editor’'s Picks

Best Trip
Tokyo, Japan

LASA Themed Crossword Puzzle

GEORGIA FINK | entertainment editor

My first time traveling alone was when [ went abroad for a month
to Tokyo, Japan. I left my parents to go through security with tears
in my eyes, worried about traversing the San Francisco airport,
where my layover was, alone. Throughout that time, I would take
4 the subway to a language school every morning, participate in an
activity through the afternoon, and explore the city by myself. It
was quite an experience, having to trudge through the Japanese
| | heat and humidity in the concrete jungle that is Tokyo, sweating
8 buckets and staining shirts. But all of the tall buildings, old
| | structures, and beautiful sights that we saw made the sweat

worth it. Tokyo has many districts that are vastly different from
one another. From the busy, fashion-filled, Takeshita street in
Harajuku, to the less busy, guitar store-filled street right outside
of the Ochanomizu station, there is something for everyone.
My favorite part of Tokyo was Asakusa. It is a part of Tokyo
that mixes traditional and modern culture, with food stalls and
souvenirs lining the streets behind the Sensoji temple, it is
truly a fun place to visit. This is the last area of Tokyo that I
visited. On the night before we left, me and my friends walked
around Asakusa, did karaoke, and did our last gachapon,
dreading leaving Japan and each other the next day.

\IO\|

" | [ [ [ [ ]
] London, England

12
| | | | | | | MARGOT MORGAN | entertainment editor
Tl LTIy

For some, visiting a giant clock tower might not
| | seem to be the most interesting, but visiting Big Ben
in London with my family was one of the best parts
of the trip. The towering clock, standing tall against
] the cloudy sky, was even more breathtaking in person.
7 We wandered onto a nearby bridge, stopping to take

| | | | | | pictures with the River Thames shimmering behind us.
The wind and fog surrounded us while we tried to get
the perfect shot of the iconic landmark. After soaking
— in the view, we found a street vendor selling hot dogs.
- As the smoky scent filled the air, I took a bite, and the
warmth of the food was a comforting contrast to the
cold London air. Standing there, surrounded by the
city’s beauty, I felt completely happy at the moment,
taking in the beauty of London one bite at a time.
Even though Big Ben stole the spotlight, London’s
other landmarks, like going to Buckingham Palace
and watching the Changing of the Guard, or looking
at the Crown Jewels in the Tower of London, added
to the city’s charm, and made London a truly
magical place. The mixture of history, culture,
and beauty that surrounded us made it clear to me
that London is a city of unforgettable experiences
waiting to be discovered.

Down
1. The senior tradition that takes place at dawn
3. The road in LASA’s address
4. The name of LASA’s theater, named after a
principal from the school in 12 across
5. The name of LASA’s Junior Varisty Dance team
6. The name of LASA’s acting troupe
8. The mascot of the answer to 7 across
10. The name of LASA’s mascot

Across
2. The gross senior tradition that takes place in the
parking lot each year
7. The most previous school LASA was a part of
before offically becoming its own school and gaining
its own campus
9. The magnet program that began at the school from
7 across
11. The extinct animal that represents LASA
12. The school that originally inhabited LASA’s
current location from 1960 to 2008
13. The magnet program that began at the school
from 12 across
14. The name of LASA’s varsity dance team

Niagra Falls, New York

ETHAN STERN | news editor

A trip to Niagara Falls has always been on
my bucket list, so when my family took a trip

The Black Pumas Prowl the Globe

ABBEY WU | staff writer

Black Pumas, the Austin-based psychedelic soul duo,
has risen to popularity since their formation in 2017.
Known for their electrifying shows and genre-blending
sound, the group has gained critical acclaim, with more
than three million monthly listeners on Spotify, and a
dedicated fan base while also selling out multiple tours
across North America and Europe.

By the end of 2017, Adrian Quesada and Eric Burton,
the lead singer and songwriter of Black Pumas, had
recorded enough music for fun that they decided to make
their band official. After coming up with the name Black
Pumas, the band played their first show in 2018. Adrian
Quesada, the guitarist and producer of the group shared
how it all began.

“I was introduced to Eric by a mutual friend, and we
began to record music together that summer,” Quesada
said. “We didn’t really have plans to make it a band.
Officially, we were just kind of recording music and
having fun.”

As they continued experimenting, their influences
naturally shaped their sound. Their environment is their
main source of inspiration, and as a result, the duo’s
music is deeply rooted in soul, hip-hop, and psychedelic
influences which adds to their unique flair.

“That summer in particular I was kind of trying to find
inspiration and going on walks and bike rides and trying to
find music,” Quesada said. “One day, [I] came home and
started to write some music.”

That search for inspiration extended beyond his
surroundings and into the music that shaped him. Drawing

AROUND THE WORLD Black Pumas performing on their tour. The show
took place in Barcelona. photo courtesy of the Black Pumas

influence from producers and bands, their influences are
vast and varied, reflecting the diversity of their sound.

“I have so many it’s hard to narrow it down,” Quesada
said. “But I would say some of my biggest influences have
been producers, like Quincy Jones... the Beastie Boys,
and The Beatles.”

For Quesada, the songwriting process is spontaneous
and fluid, never following an exact formula. He prefers to
let creativity flow naturally by quickly recording ideas on
his phone as they come to him.

“I’ll just start with some drums that really inspire me to
come up with an idea,” Quesada said. “I will make a quick
sort of demo version of it on my laptop or on my computer.
I have a recording studio... I’ll pick up a guitar and start to
lay down an idea for a song.”

He explained that technological advancements have
changed his songwriting process. According to Quesada,
the ability to record and produce music from a mobile
device has made the music-making process more
accessible.

“It’s just easier now to quickly get your ideas down,”
Quesada said. “It used to be if you had an idea, you had
to go into a recording studio, and it was a big process.
Nowadays, you can really make a full album on your
phone.”

In addition to his work with Black Pumas, Quesada has
a solo career. He remains busy with a continuation of his
previous album and producing for other artists.

“I just finished an album of my own music with some
other collaborators,” Quesada said. “The album is called
‘Boleros Psicodélicos’. I was just recently nominated
for an Oscar, which was not even something that I ever
imagined would happen. So that’s just been very surreal
and very humbling, just an incredible experience so far.”

Reflecting on his recent projects and achievements,
Quesada explained that he stays grounded in the
experiences that shaped his journey. He stated that one of
the most meaningful parts of his career is performing in
Austin, where his musical roots are.

“Playing Austin shows is always really special,”
Quesada said. “It’s our hometown, and I think in general,
Austin crowds are more exciting than a lot of places around
the world. I think Black Pumas is a band that couldn’t have
started anywhere else but Austin, so forever we’re grateful
for having been born in Austin and also just always having
a lot of love and support from people in Austin.”

to Canada over the summer, I felt it was a
must-see stop. When we arrived by bus from
Toronto, it was pouring rain, so much so that
we had to run to the hotel, barely getting to
glimpse at the majesty of the falls before
we went inside to get dinner. That night, ;'f e e
after I returned to the hotel, I looked out ) I'A"H!
-
-

my window to see the beautiful falls. They s o
were hardly visible in the night sky but © .
il |
f?‘ A /A
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on, putting on a show for all its viewers.
Bright lights reflected, using the water as
its canvas, it illuminated the city with
vibrant lights amidst the calm air. Red,
white, and blue surrounded both falls,
merging the two seamlessly together.
The colors danced back and forth as
they unified in a wonderful harmony.
The falls were not just part of the
United States or just part of Canada
but united to transcend national =
boundaries and connect us all over |
the shared beauty of nature.

still rushed with full effect. After a minute
or so, lights behind the falls flickered
g i)
/ﬁ N
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LASA Climbers’

LILY ANTONY | staff writer

As magnet students leave LASA at the end of the day,
some go north, south, west, and east. But a growing number
of them are choosing another direction: up. Climbing, an
activity that bridges the definitions of a sport and a pastime,
is drawing participants looking for a workout, a challenge,
and simply fun.

Rock climbing is a general term for climbing
activities, describing someone gaining height by climbing on
a rock covered wall while attached to ropes and equipment
for help and safety. Bouldering, a popular variation, is a type
of rock climbing that covers short distances without the aid
of a rope or harness and instead has mats under the rock face
to cushion falls. In the 2023-24 school year there was a rock
climbing club that brought the activity further into LASA.
Though the club was not renewed in fall 2024, the sport has
continued in its popularity. LASA freshman lan Hawthorne
took up bouldering after moving into Govalle 2 years ago.

“The big appeal for me is problem solving,”
Hawthorne said. “It’s not all about just pushing as hard as
you can to complete a climb, you have to know what steps
to take.”

Hawthorne likes to see the process of completing
a climb as working out a series of problems. According to
him, climbers always have to figure out where to move their
hands and feet to ascend a wall.

“I think rock climbing is so popular at LASA because
there’s a gym nearby and because it caters to our population
because of the aforementioned problem solving,” Hawthorne

Unconventional

TESSA WHITNEY | staff writer

When people think of sports, they might imagine Friday
night football games, Olympic track events, and packed
basketball arenas. However, beyond these mainstream
competitions are athletes who crave something different from
the rigid structure of those traditional games. Alternative
sports like underwater hockey, ultimate frisbee and pickleball
have recently swelled in participation.

One example of this is an aquatic twist on traditional ice
hockey. Originating in Britain, underwater hockey now has
over 15,000 players across 40 countries according to ESPN.
Tristan Reynard of the Confederation Mondiale Des Activites
Subaquatiques (CMAS), or the World Underwater Formation
in English, is the director of underwater hockey in New
Zealand.

“Underwater hockey is similar to ice hockey, but it’s on
the bottom of the pool,” Reynard said. “There’s two teams
that push the puck into the goal tray at each end of a standard
court that is 25 meters long, 15 meters wide, and about 2 to
2.5 meters deep.”

The game, originally called Octopush, is played with a
mask and snorkel. The sticks are less than a foot long and
have a flat, slightly curved blade to help push the puck along
the pool floor. The game relies on teamwork, positioning, and
quick dives to control the puck. However, despite its name,
players do not typically spend too much time beneath the
surface.

“It’s not really an extreme sport at all,” Reynard said. “The
water is an equalizing factor. One of the American guys did
a study and on average you’ll only spend about 11 seconds
underwater at a time.”

Reynard became interested in underwater hockey when
he saw it was being offered at his high school. Wellington
Underwater Hockey Association described New Zealand
as the forefront of the sport along with South Africa and
Australia.

“In New Zealand, underwater hockey is part of the college
sports,” Reynard said. “Here in Wellington we have a school
season from May to September each year for underwater
hockey, and in high school I had a swimming background so I
just decided to join it too. I just wanted to swim, naturally, and
when you’re around 14 years old you tend to stop competitive
swimming in New Zealand and join more team based sports
like water polo, and I just decided to do underwater hockey.
We had a school league, and then there was a national

Athletes Hunt

Before every professional, high school, and middle school
sports game there is time to warm up, to stretch, jog, practice
your skills, and get ready to play. Between the ears of every
athlete is one of the most important drills: preparing their
mental game for the inevitable mistakes and issues they will
face in the coming hours. Whether it’s listening to music,
repeating a mantra, taking deep breaths, every sport has
a mental component to it and every player has their own
strategy to take it on.

Senior Natalia Perez is the captain of LASA’s varsity girls
soccer team. She explained her routine involves drinking
ginger fizz packets, being by herself, and listening to music.

“Right before warming up I like to eat a rice krispie to
get some sugar in my body in order to prepare for a physical
battle,” Perez said. “Lastly, it’s important to me to say a prayer
and give myself words of encouragement. A lot of people skip
this step because of how embarrassing it can be. I believe that
this part is the most valuable to me because I am able to bring
myself down to earth and shake those nerves away.”

Coach Donnie Maibs, head of athletic performance and
women’s volleyball and men’s tennis coach at the University
of Texas at Austin (UT), described an athlete he used to coach.
According to him, this athlete had an insurmountable mental
block, and he detailed the way they worked together to help
her move past it.

“They ended up giving her this herbal tea that she thought
had all the stuff in it that made her feel better, and it’s literally
just normal tea, but because she thought it had something in
it, the placebo effect helped her,” Maibs said. “She ended up
being a 2-3 time all-American middle blocker.”

Maibs has coached football, tennis, track, soccer, and
volleyball over his 29 years of coaching. During his career, he
noticed that certain positions and sports can be more stressful
than others.

“A volleyball player, the libero back there, a little tiny girl

Numbers

said. “My favorite part of rock climbing is completing a hard
climb after lots of attempts. I may feel worn out, but I know
that I got the climb done and pushed past exhaust to get there.”

LASA sophomore Alex Gilbert
found that climbing can be used in
place of things like lifting weights
and going to the gym because of
the physical effort it requires. He
credited climbing’s  popularity
among LASA students to how casual
it is while remaining difficult.

“It’s really fun for me and it’s
something I like to do to pass the
time,” Gilbert said. “It’s a really
good workout. I sometimes do it in
place of going to the gym and lifting
weights.”

The LASA climbing community
has been growing throughout the
past few years. Gilbert explained
that one reason for this is the
climbing gym Austin Bouldering
Project’s proximity to campus.

“The gym 1is just so
close. It’s just so» easy,” Gilbert
said. “Another reason is, Austin
Bouldering Project is listed as an
option for OCPE (off-campus physical education).”

According to LASA senior Astrid Gothard, a part of
climbing’s newfound popularity among LASA students stems

New Sports

competition. We attended that.”

While some sports thrive in the depths of a swimming pool,
others stay dry on land. The bright green courts of pickleball
pervade Austin, as well as many social media feeds. This
colorful pastime originated in the 60s but has experienced
a recent surge in popularity. LASA freshman Elias Siegal
described how he has integrated pickleball into his weekly
routine ever since playing it with his family on vacation.

“There was a pickleball court at the hotel, and my family
started playing it there,” Siegel said. “After we went back
home we found some courts here in Austin. At first it was
something for the family to do, but eventually we started
taking it more seriously.”

Siegel explained that the rules of pickleball are similar
to tennis except that there is no serving overhand, and the
paddles are made of solid plastic as opposed to a racket. He
learned these differences while observing the shift in the
sport’s popularity firsthand at Austin’s Jewish Community
Center.

“I was one of the first to play on their pickleball courts,”
Siegel said. “In the past year or two, I’ve for sure seen some
new faces. Also, in general just the quantity of people at the
courts have gone up. It used to be you could come in at two
on a Saturday and they’d be empty, but now if you want the
court to yourself you’re going to have to go earlier or later in
the day.”

Siegel noted that the increased attention sports like
pickleball have gotten from a wider audience may be due to
social media. He described how viral videos and influencers
brought publicity to an otherwise obscure take on tennis.

“I remember seeing a professional pickleball league which
I was not aware of prior to that day,” Siegel said. “I looked
them up and saw that they had thousands of followers on
Instagram. Honestly, I didn’t think that many people cared
about pickleball. In other cities pickleball is just what older
people play, but in Austin especially I see a lot of young
adults. Those adults are probably on social media and post
about it, and then their friends see, then their friends play, and
it keeps going like that.”

While sports like underwater hockey and pickleball put a
twist on traditional sports, ultimate frisbee, offered at LASA
as a club sport, has made its mark on fields across the country
in its own way. LASA sophomore Lucca Ostrovich picked up
the sport in sixth grade and is now the captain of one of the
B teams.

for the

that passes the ball, that is very stressful,” Maibs said. “They
have a mental block because the ball is coming right out and
there’s nobody to help. They’ll fall flat on their face to keep
it in. I’ve seen it. If they’re not mentally resilient... they get
exposed.”

14

Letting go of anxiety is
tough, but it's crucial
for players to remind
themselves of their
capabilities.

)

- NATALIA PEREZ, LASA SOCCER
CAPTAIN

LASA junior Elizabeth Bircher is a swim and dive captain
for the school’s team. She described the difficulties of being
a successful diver, which, according to her, include the high
degree of isolation and judgement that are crucial in the sport.

“The pressure of diving in front of judges in a silent
environment makes it even more nerve-wracking because it
is so different from the practice experience,” Bircher said. “I
have had mental blocks on some of my higher-difficulty dives
such as back two-and-a-half somersault tuck on three meters.
This dive is especially hard for me because you are facing
backward to the water, so you must be aware and know when
to come out of the flip to enter the water. Having a mental
block on this dive made it difficult to work on in practice,
which resulted in worse performance during competitions.”

Break

Mamba

Reach New Heights

from the sport’s identity between a competition and a hobby,
both of which make participating with friends more fun. She
herself has been climbing and bouldering for a year, often
with her friends.

“It’s a good sport to be able to see what you can improve
on and know exactly what you need to work on,” Gothard
said. “It’s really fun to do with friends.”

According to Gothard, the activity is also great for young
and inexperienced athletes, as it doesn’t require a lot of prior
experience to start. As a result, more and more LASA students
have begun going to the gym close by after school and getting
credit for it.

“It’s a great sport at intro level, you can do it,”
Gothard said. “If you’ve never done it before you can jump
right in and if you’re already really strong or have a lot of
experience, it’s still fun.”

The Austin Bouldering Project is a mile away from
LASA on Springdale Road and open every day from 6 a.m.
to 11 p.m. on weekdays and 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. on weekends.
They offer classes, day passes, and memberships for anyone
wanting to try out the gym and get into climbing.

“As LASA’s size grows, | think more people will see rock
climbing as a fun way to get exercise after school,” Hawthorne
said. “It’s a great way to get exercise after an 8 hour period of
sitting around looking at laptops and packets.”

graphics by Asher Zvi-Nova

the Mold

“The more I played the more the community grew on
me,” Ostrovich said. “I’ve always had a fondness for the
interconnectivity of frisbee, everyone is respectful and
recognises at the end of the day it’s just a game and you’re
there to have fun. I think that really motivated me, and also
it’s just a really fun sport. And I’ve carried that mindset and
it just led to me now being a captain.”

Ultimate isn’t regulated by UIL, which, according to
Ostrovich, allows for a more flexible and community-
driven environment. He believes that the freedom sports like
Ultimate have due to the lack of regulation of them is what
draws more participants.

“I think it’s really growing just because of the accessibility
of the sport,” Ostrovich said. “Maybe
five years ago it was only 16 million
people playing in the U.S.,
and now it’s almost
doubled at 31
million.”

Turnover
occurs if
a pass is
dropped, intercepted,
or goes out of bounds,
and is called by self-
officiation, where players
make their own calls without
referees. According to Ostrovich,
this requires athletes to communicate
honestly and rely on sportsmanship to
keep the game running smoothly.

“Ultimate Frisbee in general is a collection
of misfits of sorts,” Ostrovich said. “Which
makes it so cool because you see people grow
from being these scrawny kids, to being
athletes.”

Unconventional  sports and the
communities surrounding them are now
abundant around the world. Those
interested can play in Austin and even
on teams at LASA.

graphic and photo by Ellington Tough

Mentality

Bircher credited her eventual success and ability to
overcome these mental blocks to forming the ability to let go
of mistakes. She managed her anxiety by focusing more on
how she felt instead of what her coach wanted her to do.

“Preparing my mental game helped me recently at districts;
I was able to hit all of my dives and earn a new PR,” Bircher
said. “A greater emphasis on the mental game would improve
my ability to succeed at meets.”

According to Bircher, a mental mindset change can
significantly alter your game, and it is pivotal for good
performance to have a specific and well-developed mental
game. Perez explained that it was mental stability and security
that often determined winners and losers, not skill, as seen in
star athletes having “off” games.

“Letting go of anxiety is tough, but it’s crucial for players
to remind themselves of their capabilities,” Perez said. “With
time and focus, these affirmations can shift their mindset,
allowing them to reach that flow state where everything
clicks.”

Maibs explained that he likes to remind athletes that it
isn’t just about the game. He believes everything in a player’s
life connects back to how they play, and Maibs hopes to leave
any athlete he meets with a key piece of advice.

“If your mental health is really tough [at home, in your
personal life] you’re not gonna have to budget bandwidth in
your sports to be resilient mentally,” Maibs said. “Sometimes,
it’s not a performance staying on your own or on the field;
you gotta go home. You gotta get better sleep. You gotta get
a better relationship at home. You gotta prioritize your time
and not waste time so that when you come to your sports
you have a lot more capacity and budget to handle stressful
situations... That to me is 101 mental the most kids don’t
know how to manage.”



SPORTS

[LASA LIBERATOR

MARCH 24, 2025

«@API0R:.

file graphic by Kayla Le

JAMES CONSTANT | staff writer

While joining the LASA raptor baseball team’s after school
practices during their 2025 spring season, I got the chance to
observe the incredible inner workings of the baseball program.
My week there was very positive and fun, and I got to learn a lot
from everyone I talked to.

I learned so much about the sport, and the friendly culture of
its participants. Junior Henry Strandwitz, a captain, showed me
how to throw properly, and freshman Connor Abell taught me
what it takes to bat. The head coach, Eric Martanovic, kindly
showed me the different drills and activities that took place
during each practice.

The stretchy blue tubes of elastic hanging from the baseball
field’s fence bewildered me at first, but Martanovic explained
they were resistance bands meant to strengthen players’ throws.
By fighting against the tension while pulling on them, players
loosen their arms up for the day’s activities. After a few minutes
with this exercise, my teammates for the day started with warm-
up exercises where they stretched, ran, and soon split up into
respective teams.

One of the coaches, LASA alumnus Keegan Anderson, had
the creativity to name two groups who would be playing each
other the “Alphas” and “Sigmas”. He assigned each player to
one of the two teams, which would rotate in the batting cage,
where I myself learned how to make consistent contact with the
ball.

The other group would practice on the field. I was struck by
all the different skills they had to employ: catching, batting,
running, and throwing. The team always knew exactly what to
do as a product of hours upon hours of practice; it felt like a well-
oiled machine. At the end of my first day there, Martanovic got
the whole team together to play 21 outs. The game was a good
exercise to help players catch balls from the bat seamlessly. If
the team was able to successfully get 21 outs, they could wrap
the practice up. After making it to 21 outs, a difficult feat for

New Coaches Hit the Ground Running

ASHER ZVI-NOVA | staff writer

This year, LASA will have two new coaches leading the girls
and boys track teams throughout the season running from Feb.
10 to May 3: John Goodell and Stephen West. Howard views
them both as payers’ coaches, loved by their trainees, and is
confident that both of them together will drive the success of
the team.

When a new head coach is needed, LASA athletics head
coordinator Gary Howard is in charge of choosing the right
fit. By looking at resumes, researching their background,
calling references, and conducting interviews, Howard tries to
determine the prospective coach’s style of coaching.

“A lot I’ve encountered are like old school, which is kind
of like me,” Howard said. “Some coaches are very gruff, and
they like to yell and scream. You have those coaches that are
attached to their whistle. And then you have coaches whose
style is very nurturing.”

Howard wanted the new coaches to combine a deep knowledge
of the sport with a balanced coaching style. He explained that
it can be hard to handle student-athletes and parents, so the
coaches need to be both nurturing and tough.

“[Goodell’s] a teacher and a coach,” Howard said. “Whether
it’s in the classroom or whether it’s on the field, he’s going to
be the guy that’s going to teach you what you need to know.
[West] is a young coach, so he is able to relate to the kids
being younger. His style is also nurturing, and he’s also the
powerlifting coach.”

Howard highlighted Goodell’s military background which
contributed to him being well organized. Even though Goodell
did the 100, 300, long jump, and hurdles in high school, it was
in the military where he trained his body for distance.

“In the army, running is a part of your job,” Goodell said.
“It actually determines whether or not you get promoted. It was
very hard for me... I had to train my body, my stamina, my
lungs, literally build my muscle to get to the point where I could
run two miles in 12 minutes.”

After two years of teaching law, Goodell wanted to branch
out. His daughter came home one day and said she was just

Every issue, The Liberator sends a reporter into the field to try
a new sport and write about their experiences.

the players, the practice ended with an encouraging team cheer,
leaving my ears ringing.

On another day, when JV-B was practicing on the field while
JV-A and Varsity were rotating stations of the batting cage and
running plays on the field, there was a clear sense of purpose
shared between the players. I noticed they had no problem
talking to and helping each other.

It was a very positive experience and refreshing to see such
a great team with players who have high spirits. One player,
junior Madoc Elder, explained how baseball is part of his
life’s purpose and something he looks forward to at the end of
each day. I came to realize how the players on the team are all
dedicated and driven by the sport, and I could definitely see
that in practice, as Martanovic needed not even to teach, but to
refine the players’ skills.

During the practices, I learned how baseball works, the
responsibilities of different positions, the equipment, and even
some players’ favorite exercises. As my final day at practice
ended, a new perspective had been opened in my head. Thanks
to Martanovic and the players, I gained a whole new insight into
how collaboration can beget success.

BATTER UP James Constant swings at an
incoming ball. This was his first full-length
baseball practice. photo by Ellington
Tough

AT PITCH James Constant pitches.

During field practices, Constant learned a
number of different skills, as well. photo by
Ellington Tough

sitting there and reading books in class because the school was
so short on teachers. Because of the shortage, Goodell felt like
teaching was something he could and should do.

“I got called here [to LASA], and I love it here,” Goodell
said. “We’re very lucky ... because you guys are a bunch of
weirdos. It’s awesome. You guys are lovely human beings,
like 99% of you. There is a cohort that could be psychotic, but
mostly you’re just the best.”

As the 2024-25 school year began, some of Goodell’s senior
students came up to him and asked him to coach track since they
were worried about the program. As he was already a soccer
coach, Goodell felt like this was an area where he could help
out. He later approached West, who was coaching powerlifting
at the time, and asked him to join the track staff.

“Running doesn’ttake coordination,” Goodell said. “It doesn’t
take some exceptional ability. What it takes is determination.
And every single kid at this school has that. Every single kid
here has the ability to grind it. And if you’re going to get up
every single day and run for a month, you’re a runner.”

According to junior Sankarshan Balaji, there are some
concerns about getting new coaches. While the track team has
finished first in district the last two years, Balaji considers such
an outcome to be unlikely this season.

“Mr. Goodell has never coached track before, and for a
coach, adapting to a new team is a horrible challenge,” Balaji
said. “You’re only a good coach if you know players, and... [our
season’s| not a long enough time to build a connection between
a new coach and a player.”

Despite his doubts, Balaji is excited to start the new season.
He thinks it’s important for coaches to be leaders and get results,
valuing collaboration between coaches even more.

“All of [the new coaches] are LASA teachers this year, and
I think that’s going to help foster the kind of community we
want,” Balaji said. “Because they’re in our school, it is easier to
connect with them. We’re able to go to their classroom and ask
them, ‘is there anything else I should be doing outside of track?’
or something like ‘how can I get ready for this meet?’ and that
communication is key.”
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Trump Bans Trans Athletes from Women’s Sports

Order

ELLINGTON TOUGH | sports editor

During the 2024 election season, transgender athletes
became a topic of contention between President Trump and
former Vice President Harris. This dispute made its way
through political debates as Republicans across the country
targeted transgender athletes in their verbal messages and
political advertising. The November elections have swept
these politicians and their promises into office nationwide.

On Feb. 5, President Trump signed an executive order
forbidding transgender women from competing in the women’s
category of any sport, vowing to end funding to any programs
or schools that allowed them to do so. On Feb. 6, the National
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), the regulatory
body of college athletics in the U.S., banned transgender
female athletes in accordance with this order.

Carey Elmring Norland is a transgender non-binary
athlete who competes in mounted horse archery
in Oregon. They believe transgender Americans
have been villainized in the eyes of their cisgender
counterparts.

“The first thing we have to be aware of is there
really aren’t that many transgender athletes,” Norland
said. “I think a lot of it is because it’s been politicized.
Every election, there’s a big issue topic that people will talk
about a lot, and they’ll try to fearmonger around it so that
they can freak people out and then get them to vote for
a certain candidate because they’re worried or afraid.”

According to CNN, NCAA president Charlie Baker
reported there were 10 transgender athletes competing
in the organization in 2024. Their small number allows
individual cases to receive nationwide attention. One
such focal point was Andraya Yearwood, currently a
transgender graduate student at Columbia University.
She competed in the women’s category of track during
high school, finishing second at the state 100-meter dash
in 2017, attracting massive media attention as well as
conservative backlash.

“My team was very supportive, my school as well, and
maybe my whole town was very supportive of me running
track,” Yearwood said. “Initially, the backlash came
primarily on media, people were making YouTube videos,
and then some articles had come out about me running and
how I should not be running. And then I remember at one

Executive

Changes

Playing  Field

track meet during outdoor season my sophomore year of high
school, there had been petitions going around. People were
signing petitions trying to get me to not run anymore.”

According to the Williams Institute, the amount of
Americans who openly identify as transgender has yet to
reach 1%. In a way, Yearwood believes the small number of
transgender athletes actually contributes to their unpopularity.

“I think that a lot of it has to do with the unknown,”
Yearwood said. “There are a lot of things, particularly
regarding biology, gender and sex in general, that the larger
public and the Republicans themselves just may not be as
versed in. Seeing trans people shake up or disrupt binary

standards that are already in place makes people fearful.”

In the past, Democrats stood up to Republicans’
messaging concerning trans people and
athletes. According to the Washington
Blade, President Biden pledged
to defend transgender
children’s rights during
his 2020 presidential
campaign.

graphic by Amelia Coleman

Athletes

Now, however, PBS reports that the Democratic Party seems
to be avoiding the issue. Travis County GOP Communications
Director Andy Hogue believes they have recognized the
diminishing political returns of endorsing this agenda. He
thinks public support has turned against their cause, supported
by a 2025 Pew Research Center poll that reported 66% of
American adults are in favor of requiring trans athletes to
compete on teams according to their sex at birth.

“I’ve never been a big sports aficionado... but I do
understand there are concerns about there being advantages
genetically between males and females,” Hogue said. “If
an underperforming male comes into a women’s team, he
dominates, why should that be any different for somebody
that has a transgender orientation?”

The constitutionality of executive orders relies on them

executing existing laws. Trump’s order was technically

constitutional because it interpreted an existing piece of
federal legislation, Title IX, to mean that transgender
women would make women’s sports unfair by
participating in them. Enacted in 1972, Title IX
prohibits discrimination based on sex in educational
institutions that receive funding from the government.
“Women’s sports were originally intended to give
women a chance to compete among biologically similar
people,” Hogue said. “And it’s not fair to put males in that
category for that reason alone. So if we’re going to allow
transgender male athletes in women’s sports, then it might
as well just get rid of women’s sports entirely.”

Hogue believes the issue can be expanded to the issue
of an overly powerful government, which Republicans
have long opposed. By putting these decisions into the
government’s hands, he says, one side will always feel

they have been wronged, whereas a private entity can
regulate themselves and those who chose to be part of it.

“If my optimist league wanted to have a baseball league
that had transgender and non-transgender players, that

would be my prerogative. It might be very successful,”
Hogue said. “Maybe it’s a matter of that we’ve wrapped
up so much of American life into government control,
that most of our schools are public schools, most of our
teams are subsidized by local governments at some level...

If we were to consider it from a free market perspective,

that might change the whole entire argument.”

for Queer




[LASA LIBERATOR

MARCH 24, 2025

PHOTO ESSAY

graphics by Miller Williams

photo courtesy of Parker Lasseigne

BEAT OF THE DRUM Cash Kaven, a member of Riverside Jazz Collective, plays the
drums. The band is made up of musicians who met primarily through the Raptor
Band. photo by Apollo Dahmus

BRIDGEFRONT BLUES Riverside Jazz Collective plays a piece for pedestrians on
the bridge over Town Lake. These performances are open to the public and provide
entertainment for passersby. photo by Apollo Dahmus

APOLLO DAHMUS
AVANNI GANNE | photo editors
MILLER WILLIAMS

As the cool air above Town Lake flows across the pedestrian
bridge in the form of a soft breeze, the smooth and deep notes
of jazz are carried to the ears of the surrounding observers by
the subtle wind. Passers-by walk along the pavement and stop
for a moment to watch and listen, allowing the blend of music
to wash over them for at least a moment in the music-loving
culture of Austin, Texas according to the Austin City Council.
First titled “the Live Music Capital of the World” by its City
Council in the late 1900s, Austin is known for its live music
performances nurtured by its music-loving culture such as
those performed by the Riverside Jazz Collective.

Composed of young musicians from LASA playing at
venues every weekend, the Riverside Jazz Collective started
their band as a group of friends looking for a more professional
experience in music. According to senior Ben Goodman, their
alto saxophone player, this venture led them to new realizations
they hadn’t expected before putting themselves out into the
world of busking and playing at venues throughout the city.

“Near the beginning of the year, a few of my friends and I
decided we wanted to get some experience playing in public,
get our name out there,” Goodman said. “We started in Zilker
Park, but we realized you’re not supposed to put out a tip jar
there, so we decided to start busking on the pedestrian bridge
over Town Lake. We started to get a regular group together
and get in the habit of playing pretty much every weekend.”

As more of these performances occurred, the Collective’s
members’ frequent practice sessions built trust between them
that aided in their playing skills as described by their trumpet
player, senior Kirby Barnhill. As they became used to playing
together, their ability to work together was strengthened as
band members and music lovers.

“We trust each other as musicians, [making] the music-
making a lot easier,” Barnhill said. “We all are motivated to
practice and prepare when we’re not together performing,
so we all knew what we were doing despite having not
played together very much. Over time, we’ve gotten more
comfortable having fun in our playing, so it’s more relaxed
and easy than it ever has been.”

While playing together resulted in many collective
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breakthroughs for the group as a whole as described by
Barnhill, this experience has affected the group members
positively as individuals as well according to sophomore
Brooks Bears. As a guitar and chordal instrument player of
the Collective, he spoke about his perspective on playing
intuitively, expressing who he is as a person through music
even in a group environment.

“[My friend] was talking about how you can hear
someone’s personality when they play, and I think that’s true,”
Bears said. “ You hear what they’ve been practicing, and how
they shape or phrase their notes is unique only to them. I love
improvising with the rhythm section. When I’m comping, It
forces me to find my space between the pulse of the bass and
the drums, while also being creative harmonically. When I'm
soloing, I have to try and create a conversation between my
phrasing, rhythms, and whatever else everyone is playing.”

Similarly to Bears’ perspective on how his playing is
distinct to him even when creating a rich blend of music with
other musicians, Barnhill delved into his take on preparing
for performances. As performances take both physical and
mental energy to pull off well, Barnhill focuses on both
physical and cognitive preparation he takes to perbform well
in front of a crowd.

“Practice-wise, I start with listening to the song,
then learn the chords and try to either play them
on piano or improvise over a backing track so
I can hear them in my head,” Barnhill said. “T’ll
then try to play both the melody and improvisation
from memory while listening to a backing track to kind
of simulate how I play in the band. I prepare mentally by
playing casually [when] I go to the Monday Jam session at
the Elephant Room and busk with the band every few weeks.
Playing in front of people helps me to be sure of myself
and not worry about the eyes on me, so I can focus on my
playing.”

According to Goodman, this comfortable feeling of playing
even while in front of a large crowd grows from the confidence
that comes with performing with friends and taking the risk of
exposing

JAZZ JUBILEE Riverside Jazz Collective members play various instruments during a weekend performance. The band perform regularly on the

pedestrian bridge above Town Lake. photo courtesy of Parker Lasseigne

his music to others in a public way.

While playing privately feels safe, playing in front of
crowds along with his friends led him to memories filled with
this joy due to him taking a chance on a new experience.

“My main takeaway, | would say, is to always put yourself
out there,” Goodman said. “You never know what will
happen. If you never try anything new, go out of your comfort
zone, you might not get the opportunities you want. That’s
especially evident to me cause of my experiences with the
band. It truly does just feel like we’re just hanging out every
time we perform, and that’s something very special to me -
getting to play great music with great people.”




