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Stuff and Things Happen
People did activities. And 
also said words. But didn’t 
sometimes. We don’t have 
photo proof, sorry.

see STORY page 10

LASA catches fire and 
no one does anything
Did no one notice? Did no 
one care? Are the fire alarms 
broken? Who knows! We 
certainly don’t.

see OK page 6

Student actually reads book

see MADE YOU LOOK page 1738
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The move to the new LASA campus was extremely 
successful this year, so much so that everyone has 
agreed to move again next year. Students were so 
happy when they did not have AC during the first 
semester that LASA decided to move outside where 
there would be no AC at all. Introducing: LASA 
unplugged and underfunded.
After LASA’s split from LBJ Early College High 

School, there were a lot of apprehensions about 
the new campus, but after a successful first week 
of school, students and teachers agreed that the 
school had many positive aspects, including ants, 
electrical snafus, and dripping pipes. According 
to senior and avid arthropod collector Stephanie 
Emanekaf, the water dripping from the ceilings and 
the ants in every classroom added character to the 
building. 
“It was like being in an indoor water park, except 

you didn’t know if it was water or something else,” 
Emanekaf said. “Plus, having the ants around was 
like having a new best friend in every class. To be 
honest, I kind of miss the ants, but I’m sure there 
will be plenty at the new campus.”
Among other positive experiences in the new LASA 

building this year was the Taking Care of Business 
Early (TCBE) day in August. Students waited in the 
sweltering sun to collect their books and other 

supplies inside the building where the fire alarms 
were being tested every fifteen minutes. Sophomore 
John Puedam said he had fun coming to campus for 
the first time.
“My friends and I had so much fun that day,” 

Puedam said. “One of my friends even had a heat 
stroke! We made up raps to the deafening alarm going 
off every couple of minutes. I also feel like shared 
trauma is usually so hard to come by, so TCBE was 
nice in that way.”

Building Move So Successful, LASA Moves Again

Have you ever had an existential crisis? 
Have you ever known anyone who had an 
existential crisis? If you’re reading this, 
you’ve probably been within two miles of a 
LASA student, so the answer is probably yes. 

If you are worried about your peers, 
you’re probably right to be. But fear not! 
LASA students can now apply their poor 
mental health to competition. After the 
Quniversity Interscholastic League (QIL) 
added Existential Crises to their repertoire 
of 2022 competitions for students to compete 
in, LASA students advanced to nationals.

QIL’s Existential Crisis competition 
consists of three rounds. In the first round, 
students enumerate their existential crises in 
vivid detail. In the second, they explain their 
lack of coping mechanisms for such crises. 
In the third, students are required to cry as 
hard as they possibly can before returning 
to their Multivariable Calculus homework 
and getting as many questions incorrect as 
possible. Each round is scored out of three-
and-a-half points. 

“I’m friends with a lot of LASA students,” 
McCallum Senior Carden Arellano said. 
“And, like, I’ve seen a lot of existential 
crises happen. When I found out that one of 
my friends was going to nationals for QIL 
existential crises, I was so proud. But so 
disturbed.”

Arellano herself is well versed in 
existential crises. However, due to the 
competitive nature of QIL, she decided not to 
participate in the official sport.

“I already participate in QIL for voice 

and violin,” Arellano said. “I figured that 
participating in existential crises would be 
too much on my plate for a mere McCallum 
student.”

According to Arellano, McCallum 
students are worse than LASA students. She 
says this is an objective fact.

“I totally did not say that,” Arellano 
said. 

Shut up.
QIL judge and most attractive actress 

ever Keira Knightley is inspired by LASA 
students’ drive in the sport. According to 
her, senior Sophie Chau’s frog-handling 
related existential crisis is one of the most 
severe she’s ever seen.

“I mean, this girl was foaming at the mouth 
talking about those d*mn frogs,” Knightley 
said. “She said something about wanting to 
quit and move to Hawaii, I think? Totally 
relate, girl. Being the most attractive 
actress ever comes with challenges. Like one 
time, when I had to kiss Matthew MacFayden. 
Or when I accidentally punted him into the 
sun at full force. My manager had to do a 
lot of work to keep that from getting to the 
press. Oh crap, is this on the record?”

You heard it here first, folks. Keira 
Knightley is responsible for the disappearance 
of Matthew MacFayden. TBH, I don’t think 
anybody noticed.

“Anyway,” Knightley said after recovering 
from the realization that I was about to 
reveal the most safely guarded Hollywood 
secret ever kept, “Sophie got the gold medal. 
She deserves it. I hope she’s okay.”
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LASA Makes Existensial Crises a Sport
ZOOEY KLINE editor of some variety

see MOVES AGAIN page 3

see EXISTENSIAL CRISES page 3
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i know what you’re thinking. yes it’s 
the same monkey that wrote all of 
skakespeare’s classics in one sitting! 

uhhh we ran out of space. 
the next part’s boring 
anyways. this font is so sick 
btw

your mom contributed to this article

One of the most infamous figures of LASA’s hallowed 
halls, Stacia Crescenzi is a sort of myth to the student 
body. Yes, we’ve seen her in the hallways. Yes, we’ve read 
her emails. But what do we really know about her? Do you 
find it at all suspicious that she exclusively communicates 
via email? One might wonder if it’s because she does not 
want us to hear her voice for extended periods of time. 
The LASA Onion takes a deep dive into the identity of 
Stacia, and you’ll be shocked at what was found.

Though she comes off as a kind principal nurturing 
all of her students, a sophomore, who chose to stay 
anonymous, commented, “I was walking down the 
hallway one day and I saw Stacia lurking around the 
corner. She lifted her coffee cup to drink, but there was 
nothing in it!” She then looked at the 10th grader and 
gave a piece of advice.  “Don’t worry about things like 
pre-calculus. There are many things so much bigger than 
you can even imagine, things like emails.” The student 
then claimed her pupils grew, transforming her eyes 
to all black, as she continued to chant, “emails emails 
emails.” This is not what one would expect from a woman 
covered neck to ankle in TJ Maxx garb and Toms flats 
adorning her “feet.” After hearing this report, The LASA 
Onion decided to conduct a deeper investigation and 
was shocked to see what was discovered.

Jo Koerth, Stacia’s committed secretary, had some 
shocking information. “I’ve never seen her blink or eat,” 
Koerth said, “One time I was on campus late, and when 
I went into her office to lock up, I found her sitting at 
her desk staring at a blank computer screen, her mouth 
was opening and closing but no sound was coming out. 
When she saw me she turned her head and said in a low 
raspy voice ‘I accepted your friend request,’ then I turned 
and ran away as fast as I could.” These two events give 
insight into what Stacia is really up to. However, the LASA 
Onion was determined to get to the bottom of it.

So, the valiant editors spoke to the one person who 

keeps all of the LASA secrets tucked under his ponytail. 
Andy Paulson was hesitant to share what he knew, but 
he gave one valuable piece of information, “All I’m going 
to say is I’ve never seen Stacia and Mark Zuckerberg 
in the same room together.” Paulson said. This was a 
huge breakthrough in the investigation and all the 
clues suddenly fit into place. Let’s break it down. Both 
are obsessed with emails and the internet, both have a 
following of mindless people, both have hair, and both 
are illusive. They’re the same person. 

After an in-depth investigation, The LASA Onion has 
discovered the troubling fact that Principal Zucker-Stacia 
will be “relocating a substantial part of its opertions 
to Austin, and using child labor from high schoolers” 
according to an unpublished article in the Statesman 
archives. The only explanation for this is the fact that as 
the student body at LASA grows, there are more students 
available to do Facebook data mining, which has been 
marketed to us as “English Class”. The science suggests 
that as students sit bored behind their desks and on 
computers, we are being sent subliminal messages to 
mine crypto for Marky Zuck-scenzi, just like the oompa 
loompas mining chocolate for Mr. Wonka. Every time you 
write an essay, 3.5 Doge-coins are mined. Every painting 
made in art class automatically becomes an NFT.  Stacia 
Zucky has realized that splitting her time between Austin 
and Palo Alto has become increasingly difficult and has 
thus decided to consolidate her empire. This way, Stacia 
will be able to rule both enterprises forever.

We as a student group need to work to cut off the hold 
that Zucker-Stacia has over us. Stop opening the emails. 
Stop giving them attention. Stop liking LASA’s Instagram 
posts. That’s how they fuel their mindless hunger. They 
feast on the souls of us, the students, through online 
interactions. So, The LASA Onion implores you, take the 
power away from Zucker-Stacia. It’s in your hands now.

What is she hiding? 

Stacia Unmasked: The Illustrious Figure Uncovered, Unveiled, and Unknown
LASA ONION (LIKE ACTUALLY) special to the litigator
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John Doe,  Knower of the Crazy 
News

“This is the craziest thing I have 
ever heard. I cannot believe this 
crazy news. It is just so crazy and 
wild! Wow. I am still in disbelief 
after hearing about this crazy, 
insane, wild, news. JEEPERS!”
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We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these 
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That 
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive 
of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its 
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in 
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their 
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 
Governments long established should not be changed for 
light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience 
hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing 
the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long 
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the 
same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute 
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such 
Government, and to provide new Guards for their future 
security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these 
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains 
them to alter their former Systems of Government. The 
history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of 
repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object 
the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. 
To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. He 
has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and 
necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate 
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their 
operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so 
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation 
of large districts of people, unless those people would 
relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a 
right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, 
uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their 
public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into 
compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for 
opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights 
of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to 
cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, 
incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at 
large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean 
time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, 
and convulsions withfor that purpose obstructing the 
Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass 
others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the 

Editorial Po(lol)icy

Weather: The weather today is 
partly sunny but also partly cloudy. 
It will be cloudy, but also sunny. The 
clouds will be covering part of the sky, 
blocking the sun. But in areas where 
the clouds are not blocking the sky, 
the sun will shine through. However, 
this is only the forecast for Austin. 
In other places, the weather will be 
different. We’re not in those places 
though, so it doesn’t really matter.

Traffic: Today, some streets in 
Austin will have traffic. Other, less 
busy streets, will not. Streets that had 
traffic yesterday will probably have 
traffic again today. Cars will line up 
one behind the other and wait for the 
car in front of them to go. The traffic 
will probably go away and start again 
tomorrow at around the same time. 
If you are planning to drive during 
the day today, watch out for traffic. 
It will likely add time to your trip.

Economic: Today on Wall Street, 
the stock market went up and down. 
Some stocks went up, some stocks 
went down, and others stayed the 
same. People gained money, and 
others lost money. Businesses with 
stocks also gained money or lost 
money. Some stocks didn’t change at 
all, and some people ended the day 
with as much money as they started 
the day with. Investing in the stock 
market is a good idea, but sometimes 
it’s also not a good idea. It depends.

Raptor Chatter If you could change one thing about 
the school, what would it be?

Lotta Butts
Freshman
Okay. Is this on the record? Like people can see my 
words right now? Printed in the future? Hello from 
the past! Are there flying cars in the future? Is there 
world peace? Wait, what was the question?

put in name here!!!!!
Sophomore
There’s this guy I see in the hall all the time. He 
walks with purpose, for sure. Like each step is 
calculated or something. But every time I see him, 
he’s whispering the lyrics to a different Post Malone 
song. Like, to himself. Gets the lyrics perfect, too, 
I checked. Sorry, that doesn’t really answer the 
question.

hiiiiiiiiiiiii
Senior
Oh EASILY the lock on the asbestos closet. And by 
that I mean there shouldn’t be one. Asbestos is a tasty, 
delicious treat meant to be shared and cherished by 
ALL!!! UNLEASH THE ASBESTOS!!!

I’d like to take this opportunity to inform you 
about your car’s extended warranty. No haha, but 
for real. We should probably start a revolution. Did 
you know the student to teacher ratio is like 17:1? 
We could EASILY overrun the school. Although, 
Stacia has the strength of like 30 students probably, 
so we’d have to take that into consideration.

mr garcia
Junior

liberatorth
e

gr
ap

hi
cs

 b
y 

Be
ck

 W
ill

ia
m

s

BREAKING NEWS: LITERALLY SO CRAZY 
UR BRAIN WILL EXPLODE



stu. life, ent., & sports 3the litigator
april 1, 2022

LASA Moves Again 
The alarm system was fixed shortly after TCBE, but the 

electrical issues persisted into the school year. Some classes were 
left without electricity and light for a few days, while others were 
blessed by a lack of air conditioning. Senior Tina Laerton talked 
about her experience the first few weeks of school.

“One of my classes was pitch black for a while and had no air 
conditioning but we made it work,” Laerton said. “Our teacher 
carried on with the lessons as planned. The music sounded 
terrible because none of us could read the music sheets nor see 
our instruments, but it felt like we were vibing. It was like hot 
yoga, but not at all relaxing.”

Talk of moving campuses again came around in early 
December when juniors started complaining about losing their 
parking permit the following semester due to lack of parking 
spaces. PFLASA member Jamie Maidup proposed the idea of 
moving LASA to an open field following her son’s complaints 
about parking.

“I just thought, ‘What would give these students more places 
to park?’ and it just came to me: have LASA move to an open 
field,” Maidup said. “That way, students could park wherever 
they wanted and just be able to go right to class from their cars. 
Also, there is no need to worry about parallel parking.”

According to Emanekaf, many students are on board with 
the idea of moving again. Although she will miss the new old 
campus, Emanekaf said she and her friends are excited to see 
what the structure of classes will look like next year particularly 
outside.

“I heard somewhere that classes might be like a drive-in movie 
theater,” Emanekaf said. “Like the teachers would just project the 
notes on a white sheet or curtain and then students would just take 
notes from their cars. I wonder how many extension cords we’d 
need for that? Probably like 3 or something.”

Newly hired LASA land surveyor Mark Fields has been 
looking into potential places for LASA’s new campus all over 
Austin. He mentioned the different benefits of each space and the 
probability of success for students and teachers in that particular 
field.

“Austin has got some good fields. I should know, I love fields,” 
Fields said. “There’s one field with a lot of sticks, which I figured 
would be good for you know, building stick classrooms. Another 
one has a stream which I thought would be nice for the kiddos if 
they get hot. There is some trash down there, but nothing a few 
weeks of trash pickup can’t fix.”

The plan for LASA’s move has yet to be finalized by the 
administration, but students and parents alike agree that moving 
would be beneficial for the school. Maidup and Puedam are 
hopeful for the move and can’t wait to see what the future holds 
for LASA.

“I am allergic to grass and bees and oak and pine trees and 
pollen and I sometimes get rashes on my arms if I’m out in the 
sun too long, but I’m so excited for the move,” Puedam said. “I 
think LASA unplugged is going to be really cool and since this 
year was so successful. I’m really looking forward to seeing how 
next year’s move turns out.”

GETTING PREPARED Students set up their computers and chairs in Bartholomew District 
Park to practice what it will be like to have school outside next year. Students worked 
diligently to find a flat patch of grass outside of the range of squirrels that threw acorns at 
unsuspecting students. photo by Edith Holmsten and Madeleine Van Slyke

STEP RIGHT UP! A 2D but 3D-looking raptor cartoon prepares to feast on tardy LASA 
students at the attendance office. Ironically, our beloved school mascot holds the record 
for the longest-running absence, at about 70 million years. photo by Max Domel

Senior Sophie Chau could not be reached for 
comment. Reliable sources say that she is on a 
private plane to Hawaii eating escargot. You 
escargot, girl. 

Freshman Emma McBride is also going to 
nationals for Existential 
Crises. According to 
McBride, her success 
would not be possible 
without the help of 
her BFF Zoe Klein.

“I am not a 
freshman,” 

pathological liar McBride said. “I love Zoe so 
much. I mean truly, 10/10 best person I know. 
And the best writer. Truly so suave.” (That part 
is true.)

McBride’s existential crisis was centered 
around not knowing how short to cut her nails 
for guitar class. According to McBride, the tears 
were what really pushed her over the edge to go 
to nationals.

“Dude, I cried so hard,” McBride said. “I don’t 
know how to use a nail file, and I just…” 

Shortly after listening to “Nail Tech” by 
Jack Harlow, McBride was found at a nail salon 
speaking Dutch to her nail tech. Still nobody 
knows what she was saying including the nail tech 
(stream “Nail Tech” by Jack Harlow). She hasn’t 
been seen since. Maybe she’s in the sun like 

Matthew McFayden. She’s certainly 
hot enough.

Monsters University eighth-
grader Andrew Windsor is 
a friend of McBride. He’s 
worried, too.

“Existential crises are bad 
for business,” Windsor said. 
“I’m like Moto Moto when it 
comes to existential crises. I 
like them big and I like them 
chunky.”

First-grader Olivia 
Alejandre is considered 
the weak link of the team. 
Much to the chagrin of the 
entirety of LASA, she is still 
advancing to nationals. 

“gurl if u don’t quote him on that for whatever 
it is i will personally come to ur house and kill u,” 
Alejandre said. “existential crises r life.”

I’m sure we can now understand why Alejandre 
is considered the weak link.

Senior and self-proclaimed smartest person 
ever Harsha Venkatamaran also participated in 
Existential Crises at QIL this year. Venkatamaran 
is one of the few LASA students who did not 
advance to nationals.

“What can I say,” Venkatamaran said. “I just 
have my s**t together.”

Senior Shivani Regan is too busy for QIL. She 
still has strong opinions about existential crises. 

“[Emphasized “existential crises r life”],” 
Regan didn’t say. “Existential crises are the most 
important part of my morning routine. They’re 
why my skin is always so clear.”

According to Venkataraman, this is arguable. 
She’s not entirely sure what’s going on.

“Also, this does not feel like journalism,” 
Venkataraman said.

This quote may have been edited for grammar. 
Venkataraman is just jealous of me for being 
such a cool, good writer. You don’t need to edit 
this for editorializing, ‘cause it isn’t. It’s an 
objective fact. 

Existential Crises nationals will be held on 
April 1 at your mom’s house. Make sure to wish 
Alejandre, Chau, McBride—and whoever else is 
on the team—luck...soonish. 

Existential Crises

Blessed Silence from “Pulp Fiction” Fanboy’s Corner
KUSBY BATIE entertainment editor

from page 1

from page 1

Pulp Fiction. Many people have heard of it. It is fairly well 
rated online, but this movie is infamous now for its popularity 
among a very specific type of person. It was released 
in the ‘90s, but still has pop culture significance 
today, mostly as a red flag.

Not only is it at the top of rating lists, 
but also on many red flags as movies 
lists. It might be telling that Pulp 
Fiction is on these lists with 
movies like American Psycho, 
The Wolf of Wall Street (but 
only, like, if it’s a man who 
likes it), and Fight Club. 

The people around (insert 
name 1), whose favorite 
movie is Pulp Fiction, have 
noticed a change recently. 
His family and friends are 
a little confused about his 
change of actions recently, 
and his sister remarked 
on the difference this has 
made in her morning. 

“He’s been 
uncharacteristically quiet 
recently,” (insert name 2) said. 
“It’s really quite surprising, 
considering usually, as soon as 
I get near him, he’ll start ranting 
about something or praising Quentin 
Tarantino and talking about how no 
one really appreciates cinema. Mornings 
have been really peaceful when I don’t have 
to hear that on the drive to school.”

Iconic posters  featuring Uma Thurman have 
been scattered across men’s rooms around the 

country. (Insert name 1) had one as the only thing hung up in his 
room, but one of his friends noticed a difference when he visited 
(insert name 1)’s room.

“For a few years, the poster was the only thing he had up on 
his wall,” (insert name 3) said. “It was kind of just sad. 

Every time we hung out to watch a movie he would 
always try to make me watch Pulp Fiction. 

Sometimes I wonder why he tells people 
that it’s his favorite movie. I think he 

has been scaring people away. But 
last week when I went over, he 

had put some other stuff up on 
his wall, and we watched a 
movie without him trying to 
tell me why Pulp Fiction is 
the best film of all time. It 
was really surprising and 
very chill for him.”

As (insert name 1) has 
been quiet for once in 
his life, he has acquired 
more of a social life. His 
classmate says it’s such 
a drastic change and 
that he is so much more 
pleasant to be around. 

“Our class has been 
so peaceful lately,” (insert 

name 4) said. “It’s been 
so weird to not hear (insert 

name 1) and his friends being 
pretentious and loud in the back 

of class. It almost makes me want 
to actually talk to him and figure out 

what changed because it’s so nice, but 
just so unlike him.” 

(insert name 1) has been in the school’s 
film elective. The teacher has been relieved the 

past few weeks with the difference that there has been in class. The 
teacher is used to one-sided pop culture rants from him, but says he 
has been better involved in class lately. 

“It is so much easier to talk to him in class now,” (insert name 
5) said. “He’s not always on about Tarentino and how he’s the only 
filmmaker worth watching anymore. He’s been quieter and more 
respectful in class, and much more receptive to other ideas. It’s such 
a nice change and very different from how he was before.” 

Overall the people in (insert name 1)’s life seem completely 
delighted. Perhaps this story can serve as a lesson to other people 
who are thinking about making Pulp Fiction their entire personality.

Lede edz whem u dont turn ur pagess in om tim
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FINE ARTS LASA has a variety of fine arts courses like theater and art. These allow students to express their creativity through mediums not usually explored in other 
classes, because they’re not fine arts classes. photo by JC Ramirez Delgadillo. graphic by Kayla Le

STUDENT TEACHER Freshman Ryan Bailey learns about Lagrange Error Bounds from physics and math teacher 
Jon-Curtis Croston. “f!” stands for both f factorial and the likely reaction to seeing those equations on the board (yikes). 
photo by JC Ramirez Delgadillo. graphic by Kayla Le 

WORKING HARD Ms.Weems’ class hard at work on statistics stuff. Their recent survey showed 0% of students read 
the Liberator, but 107% read the Litigator. photo by JC Ramirez Delgadillo. graphic by Kayla Le

EGGCELLENT MORNING  All LASA students are stuck in the chicken coup while the chickens get ready for the school day to start. And to answer your question, yes, 
they did cross the road to get there. photo by JC Ramirez Delgadillo. graphic by Kayla Le

SLEEPYHEAD The Liberator’s photo editor works very hard to make sure the 
photo essay is the highest quality possible. Newspapers are fun to read, but can also 
be good blankets, too. photo by JC Ramirez Delgadillo. graphic by Kayla Le 


