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Screwworms Invade

History Centex Opens New Doozrs

ETHAN STERN | managing & copy editor
MEGAN GEROLD | lead editor-in-chief

As the shelves of the Austin History Center
groan with the weight of remembrance, archivists
work to handle the responsibilities of ensuring
that the past does not slip by unnoticed.

18 minutes walk away from the Austin
Public Library’s central location sits a building
filled to the brim with neatly ordered history
waiting patiently for Austinites to scour. When
the Austin History Center moved to the Henry
Faulk Building, it came after years of inhabiting
Austin’s original 1933 Central Library, which
was stretched at the seams. After eight years
and $14.5 million of updates to the Henry Faulk
Building, the Austin History Center reopened
its doors to the public Dec. 7, 2025, according
to KVUE. While Alex Suarez, the processing
archivist at the Austin History Center, believed
the move to be long and arduous, it was also
extremely necessary.

“Our previous building ... had so many
decades of serving as the archive,” Suarez said.
“And as you can see, it’s not a huge building.
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We were just completely out of space. We had
things in storage, we had things in hallways. We
were just so cramped for space, that we were so
excited to get a bond from the city to move into
this building.”

The Faulk Building provides the History
Center with opportunity to expand, whereas the
old library constrained the ability of the center to
operate. According to Jenna Cooper, the library
manager at the Austin History Center, they were
unable to accommodate everything that came
their way.

“INow], we have so much more space to
collect materials,” Cooper said. “We had to say
no to things starting around 2020 ish, because we
just didn’t have space. We were bursting at the
seam, so we had to tell people, ‘okay, just gotta
sit on it for a little bit.””

To house the extensive record of the History
Center, the Faulk Building had to be specifically
and carefully prepared to hold up the weight of
history.

see BRUSHING on page 12
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JONAH TRIMBLE | staff writer

On the Southern border of the U.S.,
swarths of livestock face off against a tiny,
silent, but vicious killer: the screwworm. After
its reemergence in recent years, the small
fly is currently posing a big threat to Texas
agriculture.

Cochliomyia hominivorax, the New World
Screwworm (NWS), is a species of parasitic
fly. After it lays eggs inside of a mammal,
its hundreds of offspring maggots erupt and
consume the flesh of the host, pupating into
full adults to begin the process again. In a state
so dependent on ranching, Texas farmers fear
what an outbreak of these insects could mean
for their cattle herds. A few well-placed eggs
could reintroduce the parasite, resulting in
millions or billions of dollars in damages and
rising beefand milk costs for consumers, per the

Texas Animal Health Commission. Monitors
in Mexico have reported NWS increasingly
close to the Texas border, prompting concerns
that it may reach the United States.

This isn’t the first time Texas has had to deal
with these petite invaders. NWS was present
in the U.S. for the first half of the 20th century
until the government stepped in to exterminate
it in the 1950s. Rick Machen was the executive
director of the King Ranch Institute for Ranch
Management before retiring this February, and
he has been working with cattle for decades,
since before the screwworm was eliminated
from Texas. He explained a key strategy the
U.S. could turn to as it tries to prevent the
bugs’ potential return.

see SCREWWORM on page 7
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W The Epidemic of Brainrot: Larp Larp Sahur?

Staff Stance: Every grading period the LASA Liberator staff present their opinion on an important current issue in the form of an editorial

written by Commentary. The opinions in the piece below represent those of the staff as a collective, not of each individual member.

TIMCAO | commentary editors
ARIANA RODRIGUEZ

In 1854, the term “brain-rot” was first coined by Henry
David Thoreau in his book Walden. Thoreau warned us about
oversimplification, yet, by 2026, brain-rot has found a firm foothold
in Generation Z and Generation Alpha culture. As members of
this rotting generation, we are here to explain how brain-rot has
permeated into our culture.

A survey sent to the LASA Liberator staff resulted with the
majority answering either a 6 or 7 out of 10 to the question “How
much has brain rot affected you?” Many respond that brain-rot
is difficult to avoid. The respondents find themselves struggling
with trends and references while others avoid those entirely just to
have their friends use the same trends and references around them.
Despite most of our staff admitting they have been more affected
by brain-rot than not, most of them still say they avoid or ignore
these trends. For the sampled group that noted brain-rot’s direct
effect, filter bubbles attribute to this impact. According to Medium,
these technologically-formed groups advertise content similar to
our previous likes or shares, filtering out diversified information
and media.

The effects of technology are clear among our generation. In the
study reported by the New York Times and done by Professor Shiri
Melumad of the University of Pennsylvania, it was shown that people
were using Al to generate responses for very simple questions.
Professor Melumad was concerned that the younger generation are
beginning to have the simple ability to conduct a traditional Google
search. The world has been oversimplified, we have gone from
searching using books to the internet and now to using chatbots that
can give us direct answers to our questions within a few sentences.
Brain-rot is oversimplification and through accessible technology,
it became widespread in the younger generation.

With the spread of oversimplification, our generation has created
the most potent carrier for brain-rot, short term videos. From the
same survey of our LASA Liberator staff, 86% responded with
“Short Videos” to the question “Where do you intake the most
brain rot?”” Brain-rot is difficult to avoid on platforms. People love
pumping out brain-rot for easy money and everyone who is on the
internet ends up getting affected, whether it is through the short
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videos directly or through friends
who watched the videos. According
to both the National Institute of
Health and the New York Times,
scrolling and internet addictions
result in anxiety and depression
as well as impair memory and
planning and decision-making
skills, leading to academic
procrastination. The New
York Times also reported a
study where children who
used low amounts of social
media scored much higher
than children who used more
social media on a cognitive
test. The study explains that
social media takes away time
from enhancing activities like
reading and sleeping. Our
staff’s reports also support
these studies with many of
them explaining that brain-
rot serves as distractions that
eat up time. With many of
our staff saying that they are
either fighting the impacts
of brain-rot or have defeated
these impacts in the past.
Despite the negative effects
of brain-rot, its presence is
widespread. It is attention
grabbing and addictive. Brain-rot
can be picked up from everywhere.
Whether brain-rot is consumed
from short videos or through
friends, its effect cannot be ignored.
According to The Cub, brain-rot is an
epidemic that has spread across our
generation.

Luna Nunez
Sophomore

“It’s just distracting. 6-7 is
really annoying.”

Ruby Singhurst

Freshman

“It has lowered my
Y intelligence but has allowed
) me to make long lasting

A & Ti72
connections with friends.”
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Simon Nield

Senior

“It has severly affected my
memory, I've found in

recent years, to a pretty
bad extent.”

Jonah Brown

Junior

“Brainrot to me is a wide
term. It can be used to
describe  laziness and
procrastination. I feel like
that happens to everyone.

photo by Tim Cao photo by Luca Sims
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Commentary Disclaimer: Commentary is committed to sharing a variety of views through journalistic expression. The articles we publish

may put forth ideas and arguments that are not representative of everyone that is a part of the newspaper, or The LASA Liberator as a whole.

Should American Teens Have Access to Social Media?

CLEMENTINE DAVIS |Staff writer

For better or for worse, social media is everywhere, especial-
ly in high school. Whether you are sharing funny TikToks, using
Snapchat to communicate with your friends, or posting on In-
stagram, it’s pretty much inescapable. But do its positives out-

weigh its negatives? And would it real-
ly be such a bad thing if younger teens
couldn’t access it?

A 2024 study from the Pew Research
center found that 95% of American
teens report using social media at least
once a day. This includes apps like You-
Tube, SnapChat, TikTok, Instagram,
and many more. But recently, countries
have taken steps to decrease the use of
social media by teens. Most notably, on
December 10, 2025, Australia banned
the use of social media by teens under
the age of 16. This ban is the first of
its kind, and, according to an article by
BBC news, is being enforced through
financial penalties to major social me-
dia companies for allowing under-16s
onto their apps. This can be prevented
through many different requirements,
such as government IDs or facial/vocal
recognition. The U.S. had considered
an act preventing social media use in
people under the age of 13 called the
Kids off Social Media Act, but this was
struck down due to privacy concerns
and worries on its effectiveness.

I propose a ban similar to Australia’s.
As a 15 year old, while I enjoy the free-
dom that I have to browse YouTube and
scroll Pinterest, I think that an age limit
of 16 on most social media is a step that

PHOENIX GEROME ‘ staff writer

As emission rates rise, so does the production
of electric vehicles (EV). However, many people
question whether or not EV’s actually help the
environment. Research shows that electric cars
reduce emissions significantly more than gas powered
cars. According to Gexa Energy, a company offering
renewable energy to the Houston Metro Area, electric
cars are considered superior to gas powered cars in
many ways due to less emission production, a lower
operating cost, and they require less maintenance.

Electric cars are often considered a crucial
component to helping reduce climate change for
many reasons. For one, electric vehicles have a
battery rather than a gas-powered engine and do not
have tailpipe emissions, allowing for reduction of
emissions across the globe.

In addition, electric cars are far more efficient at
converting battery power to actual power, compared
to gas cars. According to Recharged, a company that
specializes in electric cars, electric cars are about 75-
80% efficient, and gas cars are only about 25%. This
means that gas cars release a lot of heat from their
engines also contributing to climate change because
of their low efficiency. They use regenerative braking
to recapture the lost energy during deceleration,
making their power source, a lot more efficient, and
helpful to the environment.

Over time, these cars include many clean energy
sources, such as solar power, wind, and hydropower
making them a clean mode of transportation. Vital
Signs said that the helpfulness for EVs is still great
because a medium-sized EV produces 60-68% fewer
greenhouse gas emissions in its lifetime than a gas-
powered car.

Due to their electric power, they are a lot quieter
than traditional gas powered cars, helping reduce
numerous health problems such as migraines,
anxiety, and hearing loss. Although electric cars are
generally more expensive than gas powered vehicles,
they have less operation costs and are cheaper to
maintain. Owners of electric vehicles pay less for
charging their battery, and receive tax incentives
from the government, specifically the IRS.
According to the Alternative Fuels Data
Center, taxpayers who purchase an
eligible vehicle may qualify for a tax
credit of up to $7,500.

Despite the multitude of
benefits, the process of
making EV’s isn’t as
clean. One source of
emissions coming
from electric
cars is the
production
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pop culture. Even if you are not dreaming

of a life on California’s sunny shores or

near Oregon’s rushing waterfalls, you can still
experience the magic of a West Coast existence.

There has been a long-standing rivalry between

the West Coast and the East Coast. A 2013 American

Association

in the personality of those on either coast: the West

Coast 1s “relaxed and creative,” while the East Coast

is “temperamental and uninhibited.” The culture for

those who live and work in either place also varies.

The East Coast is full of historic cities like New York or

Boston, whereas the West Coast is ripe with the innovative

atmospheres of San Francisco, Silicon Valley, or Los

Angeles. Regardless of which living environment seems

appealing, the West Coast is undoubtedly the best

vacation destination in the U.S.

could improve the mental health and body images of teens my
age. Excessive use of social media has long been correlated with
depression and anxiety. Studies, including one by the American
Psychology Association in 2023, have found a prominent connec-
tion between time spent on social media and negative body image.
They discovered that when teens reduced their social media use
by 50%, they became largely less insecure about their physical

NOTICE

Are you 18 or older?

YES

from page 1

and manufacturing of their lithium-ion batteries.
Climate Portal said that the use of minerals needed to
make the battery requires fossil fuels to mine and to
heat them to high temperatures. As a result, building a
battery for the Tesla Model 3 produces around 2.5 - 16
metric tons of CO2. Although most of the emissions
are from the production of the car, there still is carbon
dioxide being produced from the charging of the car.
Nevertheless, battery production is becoming greener
through the use of renewable energy sources, the
recycling of the battery, and the use of less natural
materials such as cobalt and lithium.

Despite having amounts of CO2 produced from
battery manufacturing, EV’s are still efficient, and
effective at reducing emissions globally. Once gas-
powered cars start to fade out of the market, only then
could we possibly help the environment by using
electric cars and create a cleaner Earth.

The

After West has
Jay-Z released

“Empire State of

Mind,” Katy Perry

responded with a love

letter to the West Coast

with her hit anthem “California
Gurls”: an instance of the much
larger invasion of West Coast love in

study found differences

Electric Cars

diverse natural
landscape,
Earth@home: snowy
mountains, arid deserts,
sandy beaches. This variation
offers an activity for everyone,

from if you want to ski or take a
trip to the Sierra Nevada mountains. If
the beach is more your style, enjoy Santa

Monica or Venice Beach. If hiking is your
ultimate vacation, visit Redwood or Yosemite
national parks. No matter what brings you joy, it is
found on the West Coast.

The West Coast also has a unique food culture. It is the
birthplace of farm-to-table dining. Time magazine described
the exodus of New York chefs moving to L.A., Portland, or San 2
Francisco because of the access to quality ingredients and emphasis )
on experimentation. The West Coast’s focus on redefining cuisine will N
certainly make for an interesting culinary experience.

Lastly, the West Coast has an immense impact on film and popular culture. N
L.A. houses various iconic movie sets, production studios, and music labels. It is AN
also home to countless celebrities, making it influential in style and fashion.

The East Coast may have bustling cities and historic hubs, but nothing beats the
vibrant beauty of a West Coast sunset. To enjoy true nature, relaxation, and innovation, hit
play on OneRepublic’s “West Coast” and take a trip to the beautiful West.

appearance.
There are objections to a ban like this. A big concern is whether
or not it would work. Because bans like these are so recent, there
is no data proving one way or the other, but I believe that some-
thing is much better than nothing. Kids will always find a way
around the law — it’s impossible to entirely stamp out the usage of
social media in teens. Let’s compare it to the law against person-
al communication devices at LASA —
is it perfect? No. However, it has made
an extreme difference in how present
students are in their studies, and it has
decreased the use of phones by a large

amount.

Another popular worry is that
it would deprive teens without healthy
or supported home lives from access-
ing vital resources, like mental health
help, sexual education, and just general
support. This is an incredibly important
concern and should be considered. I do,
however, believe that because of the lim-
ited scope of this potential act and how
many apps it wouldn’t be able to effect
that this access to the outside world
could still be maintained. For example,
in Australia, alternative social apps like
Lemon8 have seen a spike in downloads.

A ban preventing people under the
age of 16 using social media could be an
incredibly helpful tool used to decrease
screen time and insecurity in adoles-
cents. It isn’t perfect and would involve
some trial and error, but I believe that it
is important for our country to protect
ourselves and future generations.

NO
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COLETTE KLIVANS |staf‘f writer

From the bustling and history-rich nature
of New York and Pennsylvania to the scenic nature
of New England and Maryland, the East Coast is one
of the country’s most beloved vacation destinations.
Even though both the East and West coasts offer unique
cultures and attraction, the East Coast stands out to many due
to its rich history, vibrant city life and landscapes, and variety.
The East Coast is home to some of the most famous landmarks
that define American culture and history. These include iconic sites
such as the Statue of Liberty, the White House, the Lincoln Memorial,
Independence Hall, and the Liberty Bell.
Along with these landmarks, the East Coast is also complemented with
food. Because of the importance of food to America’s history, food exploration
is a key part of the East Coast traveling experience. The East Coast has an
especially diverse food scene due to its history of immigrants. Beloved foods
include New York style pizza, hot dogs, Philly cheesesteaks, New England clam
chowder, Maryland crab cakes, and lobster rolls. According to Eater, the east coast’s
cuisine exhibits proof of global influences.

Another one of the biggest comparisons people make between the coasts is city culture.
On the East Coast, bustling cities like New York are very compact; you can take a subway
and explore Manhattan, Brooklyn, or Queens in just a day, which is more efficient than

waiting in hour-long traffic in Los Angeles or San Francisco.
In contrast to the compact cities, the East Coast also offers a wide range o
natural landscapes and seasonal variety. Travelers are able to enjoy the East
Coast all year long. The East Coast is made up of mild springs, warm
summers, beautiful autumns and snowy winters perfectly suited for
Christmas. Nature features like the Appalachian Mountains open

doors to a variety of outdoor activities like hiking.

Although the West Coast is more known for their relaxed
o atmosphere and sceneries, the East Coast has a richer|

blend of history, culture, food, city life, and seasonal
experiences. Travelers wanting to find variety
°

and depth in their next vacation would most
likely be recommended to travel to the

a /7’0}
reports
East Coast, which still remains one

of the most compelling vacation
destinations in America.
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Everything is Political-Must Retirements Be Too?

This past month, The LASA Liberator hosted its first schoolwide
op-ed writing competiton. We are proud to announce Shaan
Chatterjee-Kassam’s argumentative piece as its inaugural winner.

Today, every realm of society is being
more and more politicised. From gas stoves to
plastic straws, it seems no corner of life is safe
from the churn of political punditry. But some
things should stay boring, and retirement is one
of them.

In the United States today, public pension
systems control almost $9.5 trillion — more
than the GDPs of the United Kingdom, France,
and Canada combined. These funds aren’t just
massive pools of money; they underpin the
American economy, throughout every sector
and industry, and finance everything from
single-family mortgages and student loans all
the way to critical billion-dollar infrastructure
projects like high-speed rail networks or
bridges. Above all, they work to provide
retirement security and futures for millions of
teachers, first responders, and countless other
state and local employees.

For the entirety of American history,
these pension assets have been controlled by
independent trustees, industry experts and
labour representatives far-removed from the
mud-slinging and finger-pointing of politics.
Their decisions are governed by detailed — and
often mind-numbingly boring — investment
policy statements and constrained under strict
fiduciary duties requiring them to act solely in
the best interests of beneficiaries.

Over the last decade, that tradition has
quietly unravelled. Just days into the new year,
the House of Representatives passed HR 2988,
legislation intended to restrict the consideration
of so-called ‘ESG’ factors — environmental,
social, and governance considerations — in
pension investments. Its framers argue it
protects against ‘woke’ pension trustees
‘weaponising’ pension assets to
further their political agendas.
In reality, pension trustees
are already required to focus
solely on financial returns by
their fiduciary duty. But this
legislation lays the groundwork
for an already hyper-active
Department of Justice to launch
spurious lawsuits against pension
trustees or intimidate them into
violating their fiduciary duty.

Our own state of Texas
serves as a clear example of
pension politicisation run amok:
sweeping legislation targeting
pension independence shaped
more by ideological narratives
than responsible pension
governance. HB 793, enacted in
2019, barred state-administered
pension plans alongside the
Permanent School Fund, from
investing in companies that
‘boycotted” Israel. The next
session, the legislature passed
SB 13 and SB 19 extending
prohibitions to companies
deemed by the Comptroller to
‘boycott’ energy companies or
firearms manufacturers. These
funds, alongside the PSF, hold
a combined $355 billion and
represent more than three-quarters
of'a million retirees, namely teachers,
firefighters, and almost every other
state and local employee.

SHAAN CHATTERJEE-KASSAM|award winner

My point is not to argue in favour or
against the firearms industry or to re-
litigate the Israeli-Palestinian conflict;
there’s a time and place for that. The
problem is pension funds are a poor and costly
venue for resolving them.

In Texas alone, our pension funds already
face more than $76 billion in unfunded
liabilities. One study estimated that in the year
after its passage, SB 13 alone cost our state
pensions more than $821 million in losses, and
that number is estimated to rise to $22 billion by
2050. These don’t merely represent theoretical
figures; they directly contribute to greater fiscal
pressures on the state, higher contribution
requirements from employees, and pressure on
future benefits and cost-of-living adjustments
for our most vulnerable retirees.

This issue is also by no means restricted
to a single party either. Comptroller Brad
Lander ordered New York City’s almost $300
billion pension fund divest from more than
$45 billion of BlackRock-managed funds,
citing the manager’s ‘de-prioritisation of
climate concerns.” Likewise, the legislatures
of Maine and the District of Colombia, among
others, have voted largely along party lines to
mandate pension funds divest from fossil-fuel
companies.

By unilaterally restricting  pension
investment opportunities for purely political
purposes we risk letting the financial futures of
our most vulnerable retirees become fodder for
the twenty-four-hour news cycle and the ever
more inane world of political punditry. For
centuries, pensions have existed on the margin,
a boring afterthought insulated from the chaos
of politics and governed by rules and reason
rather than rhetoric. That insulation is worth
restoring.
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LASA Hosts House Candidates, Hears Politics in Action

thought, ‘This is where I want to be. These are the fights I want

ELLINGTON TOUGH | news editor

Seven people lined up to speak on the stage of the theater.
Six of them were Democrats. One of them had graduated from
LASA. All of them are running for the same seat.

On the evening of Feb. 19, the candidates for Texas House
District 49, most of whom contended for the Democratic primary
on March 3, presented their positions on public education in a
forum organized by Raise Your Hand Texas (RYHT). Mario Pifia,
RYHT’s senior regional advocacy director for Greater Austin,
put together the event when he saw the opportunity to bring
candidates to a school he was already familiar with.

“Last school year, I came in and did the advocacy cycle
presentations for going to the Capitol,” Pifia said. “This is
something [’ve been doing with LASA for two or three years
now, so having a connection with them made it really easy to say,
‘Hey, I’'m hosting this candidate forum for House District 49.””

Texas House District 49 came into play after its sitting
Representative Gina Hinojosa launched a campaign for governor.
The district covers the western portion of Austin, encompassing
200,000 people who, according to candidate and LASA alumnus
Daniel Wang, distinguish it from other Texas districts.

“This is the urban core of Austin,” Wang said. “In District
49, we have a very, very engaged electorate. If you look at the
statistics, about 10% of the district is high school education or
less. Of the remaining 90%, more people have a graduate degree
than only an undergraduate degree.”

Wang has served as a board member for the Travis County
Appraisal District since 2024, when he won an election to the
advisory body. He intended the position to be a gateway into
higher offices. Wang did not anticipate one becoming available
to him so soon.

“When Gina Hinojosa announced that she was running for
governor, | decided, ‘It really is now or never,”” Wang said. “I

999

to dedicate my life to.

Wang graduated from LASA in 2015. While preparing to finish
his undergraduate degree in math at MIT, he realized he wanted
a job where he could affect more change for his community
and enrolled at Harvard Law School. He returned to Austin to
continue his career in law and forge a new one in politics.

“I had identified the state legislature as where I thought I
could make the most difference,” Wang said. “Things that I
want to do like fixing the grid, like Medicaid expansion, those
are state-level decisions. And the state department also controls
voter registration and drawing districts. There are a lot of ways in
which state governments set the playing field.”

For the benefits of Medicaid, a federal policy, to become
fully available to people living in a state, their government must
opt into it. Texas Republicans have repeatedly blocked this
expansion, citing cost concerns. Wang is not the only candidate
pushing for expansion of public healthcare: Kimmie Ellison is
also a proponent of the policy, informed by her career as a nurse
practitioner.

“Constituents are going to see how their lives are affected
and sometimes even threatened by horrible healthcare policy,”
Ellison said. “I think now is the time to seriously talk about
Medicaid expansion in the state, and there is no one better than
me in this race to have those conversations. I have faces and
names of women who have died burned on my heart, and beyond
that I have data to back up why this is the sound thing to do.”

Arshia Papari is the only candidate not running as a Democrat.
The 21-year-old University of Texas at Austin junior is registered
with the Green Party, an alternative to the two-party system that
advocates for environmental and progressive social policies.
Majoring in government, he is the youngest candidate for a state-
level office in Texas. He was also the first to enter the race before
Hinojosa withdrew.

“Everyone thinks you have to be 50 and above to get into

politics,” Papari said. “As a youth candidate, you’re much more
in tune with your constituents. Being a university student, I'm
with my community all the time.”

In addition to Ellison and Wang, the six other candidates for the
Democratic nomination are Montserrat Garibay, Robin Lerner,
Gigs Hodges, Kathie Tovo, Josh Reyna, and Sam Slade. If no
candidate gets more than 50% of the votes, the most successful
two will enter a runoff decided on May 26. The winner of the
runoff will vie with Papari in the general election on Nov. 3.

“I certainly do believe that there will be a runoff in this
election,” Wang said. “All of us deeply care about Austin and the
communities that we’re seeking to represent.”

RAISING THE HOUSE From left to right, candidates Kimmie Ellison, Montserrat
Garibay, Robin Lerner, Gigs Hodges, Kathie Tovo, and Daniel Wang line up to answer
questions about their education positions. Candidates Josh Reyna and Slade were
registered to participate but did not attend. photo by Ellington Tough




Democrats Debrief

Talarico also  emphasized the
importance of Democratic candidates
responding to the needs of their
constituents before those of national
Democratic leadership and elite donors.
In addition to voicing his criticisms of
Senate Democrats, Talarico expressed
excitement towards Democratic victories
during the 2025 November elections,
adding that Democrats winning in
different parts of the country |again
would be necessary for revitalizing the
Democratic Party.

“If we’re going to win in places like
Texas, we have to have candidates who
actually represent their communities,”
Talarico said. “I don’t know much about
New York City, about New York City
politics, but I do know Texas, and I plan
on running a Texas campaign to serve
Texans.”

In conversation with The LASA

from page 1

Liberator, Former Democratic
Representative Joe Kennedy I1I seconded
Talarico’s vision of a big-tent party.
Kennedy III defined politics as meeting
people where they are and trying to
speak to their challenges, which he stated
requires a big-tent coalition that could
enact the Democratic party policies its
base wants to see.

“Those folks that are driving the
passion and engagement that we are
seeing on the left: we need them and we
need to be able to also have leaders that
can speak to some of the challenges of
communities through Texas in the Rio
Grande Valley and large swaths of the
United States,” Kennedy III said. “We’re
better when we’re bigger, and 1 think
most of us would agree with that.”

In a panel discussion with The Atlantic
staff writer Mark Leibovich, Robert
‘Beto” O’Rourke applauded various

Democrats from establishment-aligned
California Governor Gavin Newsom
to Democratic Socialist Mamdani as
fighters fit for the political moment while
also drawing clear distinctions between
different factions of the Democratic
Party. In response to a question on how
Democrats should react to Republicans
portraying Texas Democrats as a part of
the ‘Mamdani party’, O’Rourke echoed
calls for a big-tent party, advocating for
tailoring Democratic policies to specific
local needs while also unashamedly
unifying the party in the face of electoral
opposition.

“They want us to be afraid of ourselves
and what we believe in,” O’Rourke said.
“They want us to deny the courage of our
convictions, and you see some people
giving into that ... The worst thing we
can do politically is to signal weakness at
this moment.”
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Wealthy
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Critics argue the coming wealth transfer
will resolve generational inequality as young
people inherit their family’s wealth. Maggiulli
said the timing of that transfer limits its
effectiveness.

“The average age of inheritance in the
United States is 60,” Maggiulli said. “Most of
that money comes much later in life, when it’s
far less impactful.”

Blair duQuesnay is an investment advisor
and the owner of The Belle Curve, an online
finance blog. She delves into long term
investing and structural economic inequality.

“Taxing just theirincome isn’t working if the
goal is to redistribute the wealth,” duQuesnay
said. “Other than the inheritance tax, your only
option is to try to tax investments instead of
income.”

Tax exemptions for retirement investments
began in 1997 when Congress passed
legislation establishing the Roth individual
retirement account (IRA), named for Senator
William Roth. Ben Carlson wrote about Roth
IRAs in his book, “A Wealth of Common
Sense,” which covers markets, personal
finance, and generational wealth trends.

“It would be cool to see some tax changes
that would give tax breaks for baby boomers
giving their kids money earlier,” Carlson
said. “You’d rather have it in your 20s or 30s
when you can use it for a down payment or
daycare.”

According to Maggiulli, housing has
become one of the clearest symbols
of generational imbalance. For many
Gen Z adults, homeownership feels
increasingly unattainable.

“I still think supply is the answer for
a lot of this,” Maggiulli said. “Lower
home prices are better for people just
starting out trying to buy a home.”

Housing policy plays a central role in
concentrating wealth among older Americans.
DuQuesnay  explained that restrictive
government regulations have limited supply
and increased prices.

“The best thing that we could do is find a
way to allow the building of more types of
housing in more places,” duQuesnay said.
“Anything that can be done to incentivize the
building of more housing stock is the answer.”

Still, housing shortages remain the most
visible barrier for younger generations.
Carlson said the lack of supply has intensified
frustration and financial instability.

“We just haven’t built enough homes in the
past 10, 15, 20 years,” Carlson said. “For some
reason, it doesn’t seem that the government
wants to make it easier to build homes.”

Beyond housing, social welfare programs
highlight how resources are distributed across
age groups. DuQuesnay said demographic
shifts are straining long term sustainability
as birthrates fall and the elderly make up a
greater portion of the population.

“Social Security will get to a point where
it’s sustainable again,” duQuesnay said.
“Medicare is a problem, and I do not think it’s
financially sustainable.”

Older generations often have more influence
in government. They tend to vote, donate and
participate in political causes and movements
at the highest rates.

Generation Z is often criticized for spending
habits and lifestyle choices. Carlson counters
that the cost of living has fundamentally
changed compared to previous generations,
partly due to the explosion of commodities as
part of daily life.

“I do think it’s just more expensive to live
these days,” Carlson said. “A lot of things
that were luxuries in the past are now seen as

necessities ... It’s just more expensive to live
these days, with the internet and iPhones and
DoorDash and streamers and all these things
that didn’t really exist in the past.”

Despite these challenges, Carlson added
that Generation Z has advantages earlier
generations lacked. Generation Z benefits from
early access to economic participation, and
expedited investment offers more long term
opportunities than pre-internet generations
could receive.

“If Gen Z just starts earlier than the baby
boomers did, they’re going to be all right,”
Carlson said. “You allow compounding
[investment] to do a lot of heavy lifting for
you.”
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VICTOR MARTINEZ| editor-in-chief

Reese Armstrong ran for Travis County
Precinct 2 Commissioner against Brigid Shea in
the Democratic primary on March 3. They came
in fourth place with 2627 votes, representing
more than 5% of all ballots cast. Armstrong is a
senior at McCallum High School, and formerly
attended LASA. Prior to the election, they sat
down with editor-in-chief Victor Martinez for
an interview about their campaign. To see more
of this exclusive interview, visit our website
lasaliberator.com.

LASA Liberator: If you would like to give
an introduction yourself, speak to what you’re
doing in your own words.

RA: I’'m Reese Ricci Armstrong, a candidate
for Travis County Commissioner Precinct
2. I’'m running to build the student socialist
movement. I was the former co-chair of
Students United, the student union representing
over 8 percent of the LASA student body.
I was the former co-chair of LASA YDSA.
Now I'm the co-chair of McCallum YDSA
(Young Democratic Socialists of America). 'm
running as part of an effort to build a citywide
socialist movement, but more importantly, I’'m
running on very specific policies. I’'m running
to build social housing so that everybody can
have a place to live to stop the takeover of
Austin housing by BlackRock and Blackstone,
but actually have a publicly owned option that
can buoy the market. I’'m running to expand
our public healthcare, our Central Health and
rebuild our county hospital ... I’m running to
make ambulances free, because nobody should
fear calling 9-1-1. A big part of the county
[commissioner role] is managing emergency
response, and people are scared to call 9-1-1
in an emergency. We really have problems.
Those are my priorities. I come from a student
organizing background.

LL: Students coming together. I think that’s
what a lot of people, at least, who are watching
your campaign are thinking: what’s bringing
this student, high school senior about to enter
college, to the democratic socialist cause? What
caused them even to run for public office?

RA: In terms of running for public office,
I called up the secretary of LASA YDSA after
I initially had the idea of running. I think this
might be the first time I told the story on the
record, but I had initially followed the idea
of running because I just wanted to challenge
the current commissioner (Brigid Shea) from
the left. I think she’s done a really bad job.
She’s dedicated her career to opposing new
housing for working class people. She’s a
preservationist, and then greenwashing that by
saying it’s good conservation. I think it’s really
problematic, so I wanted to run a left-wing
challenge to her based on delivering for people
... It started as a LASA YDSA campaign in
the very, very beginning, and then it became
a McCallum campaign that was working, and
so we started to have the two chapters working
together and start holding events.

LL: In the debate against Cuomo, Mamdani
said, “What I lack in experience, I can make
up for in integrity, but what you have in
experience, you can never make up for in
integrity.” What you were saying, talking to
that ageism, reminded me of that.

RA: I think on paper, without looking at
my age, I’'m not the most qualified candidate,
obviously, but I’'m not an out-of-nowhere
unqualified person. I am a union organizer.
I’ve organized many unions. I’ve done lots
of community organizing, I’'m the co-chair
of multiple political organizations. I’ve been
doing this a long time. I have a real community
organizer background that is not just out of

REESETHE BEAST Reese Armstrong registers for the Democratic
primary. They went up against three other candidates for the
nomination. photo courtesy of Reese Armstrong
thin air, but it is exhausting to watch all of it
be devalued based on how old you were when
you do it.

LL: [ wanted to ask what the qualities, what
the job of a commissioner is for Travis County,
and what drew you to running for commissioner
specifically?

RA: Travis County Commissioners Court is
the governing body of the county, so it handles
all your property tax revenue, it handles the
jails, it handles the health care districts, it
handles all the state special districts ... It has
this coordinator task role across the region, and
then also does emergency response within that.
We’ve made a lot of really good progress at the
city level, but at the county level, there’s a lot
of potential for what we could be doing better.
We have a lot of money at the county level that
is not being spent in a way that is improving
the lives of working class people. ... Funding
education with our school district because it’s
in a massive budget crisis and trying to support
our school district with additional property tax
revenue from the county is, I think, crucial
as schools are closing and TEA is always
threatening [AISD] with a takeover. We’ve
made a lot of progress at city level with the city
council. We’ve seen code reforms that I fought
for so long pretty much get past, but the county
is still this almost vestigial institution that is
run by a lot of the old elite and old interests
of Austin that don’t reflect the priorities of
working class people today.

LL: Take us into what your tenure as
commissioner would be like.

RA: I think it would be one of radical
transparency and democratic engagement. This
is something I’ve committed myself to. ... |
really will work to stop evictions through my
office, really work with the constables and the
courts to try and stop as many evictions as we
can. ... I think that’s very important and I think
having voices that are unafraid to challenge
power is crucial and will always represent
the people. I don’t think that your ability to
represent the people is dependent based on age,
it’s dependent on what you’ve done before, how
you’ve gone about doing it, and what motivates
you, what drives you, what is your core set
of values, and whether those are aligned with
the people you want to represent. [’ve grown
up in this community the vast majority of my
life, and I have a set of values that is very
laser-focused on fighting for the issues that
face ordinary people in Travis County. None
of my opponents have that same vision ... As
commissioner, | have my own ideas on what we
should do, but I will have very regular, popular
assemblies, town halls, and engagement to
really respond quickly to constituent concerns.
These aren’t just things I’'m saying. These
are things that we’ve done as a team, as a
union, as a socialist organization, and I think
that same commitment to responsiveness and
transparency and open government sets us apart
from the rest of the field ... That will be the
way I do policymaking, is by inviting working
class people to co-govern through our office.

“The current technology that we have points to sterilization of
the male flies,” Machen said, “because of the unique phenomenon
that the female will only breed once in her lifetime. If that mating
is with a sterile fly, then, in fact, the eggs that she produces will
be sterile. The process that we used to eradicate the screwworm
about 60, 70 years ago, that technology is still viable.”

One sterile male can eliminate thousands of unborn
screwworms. This strategy has been used for decades, with
United States Department of Agriculture officials in Panama
managing to keep the screwworm below the Darien Gap, the
jungle landbridge between Colombia and Panama, since 2006.
Recent events briefly threw this procedure out of order, allowing
some number of flies to pass the isthmus and enter North America.

“What happened was, during the COVID pandemic, all
federal government employees were furloughed and couldn’t go
to work,” Machen said. “So the facility, in effect, was closed for
six weeks ... and during that time, obviously there were no sterile
flies produced. There were no sterile flies being released.”

Flies present in Colombia were able to cross the Darien Gap,
taking advantage of the warm spring and summer weather, and
have been progressing north over the last several years. Sightings
of the screwworm have occurred only a few dozen miles from the
U.S.-Mexico border. Dr. Bud Dinges, Texas State Veterinarian
and executive director of the Texas Animal Health Commission,
is in charge of handling the potential response to a possible
appearance of the insect in the state.

“Production levels of meat and milk; veterinary, medication,
and labor costs in livestock production; and the health status of
wildlife populations are all impacted by a NWS outbreak,” Dr.
Dinges said. “During the 20th century, the presence of NWS
cost the U.S.livestock industry more than $100 million annually.
Reintroduction of NWS into the U.S. could cause tremendous
financial burden due to livestock losses, trade embargoes, and
eradication effort costs.”

Screwworm

from page 1

There are few readily-available
treatments  for screwworm-affected
animals, with only two commercial
products available for livestock, and
three for pets, Dr. Dinges explained.
Screwworms are often lethal, and are
impossible or very expensive to remove,
meaning preventative efforts are the
preferred way of mitigating the cost.

“Both internationally and domestically,
animal health officials, including the Texas
Animal Health Commission, are conducting

extensive outreach campaigns to educate on NWS

border states, including Texas, are maintaining surveillance

traps on the U.S.-Mexico border to promote early detection of graphic by Eloisa Espetia-Gorostieta

NWS.”

Still, the fast progress of the screwworm thus far has ranchers
worried. Machen, for one, believes the idea of an outbreak to be
a case not of if, but of when.

“The facility in Panama is running at what I understand to be
maximum capacity. I think that their capacity is to produce 100 to
110 million flies per week,” Machen said. “As I understand it, it’s
running at capacity... I try to be optimistic and take the position
that the flies won’t make it to Texas. But I think the reality is that
they probably will, given their progress.”

An incursion of screwworms is not just a threat to
ranchers. It could also pose a danger to humans in cities and
towns throughout Texas. Screwworms aren’t picky when it
comes to their hosts, and mammals — including pets — that live
in urban areas are ideal breeding grounds.

“If the screwworm gets here, it is no respecter of warm-
blooded mammals. It will infect white-tailed deer, it will infect
dogs, calves,” Machen said. “And so the white-tailed deer are

and how to prevent infestations,” Dr. Dinges said. “U.S. U

gonna be the vector that’s gonna potentially bring the screwworm
very, very close to us and very close to our pets. We as urban
dwelling pet owners are gonna have to be diligent and watch
because any opening, a wound as small as a tick bite is enough
to give a female screwworm fly the avenue by which to infect
that animal with her larvae... it will be a concern for urban-
dwelling pet owners, as well as farmers and ranchers

alike.”
The screwworm may be one

of the most notable and dangerous
parasites, but it’s not the only
one that could cause
damage to Texas wildlife

and people. Lamba

Omar Sangare studies

parasites at Texas A&M

University, focusing on a widespread
but clandestine creature called Toxoplasma gondii.

“It’s estimated one third of the human population
is infected by Toxoplasma,” Sangare said. “And people are
infected, but they are not aware of the infection until they are
immunocompromised ... this parasite can reactivate in the brain
and then kill the individual.”

When treatments exist for Texan parasites, they are
often expensive, difficult to obtain, or have major side effects.
Larger, corporate ranches like the King Ranch may be able to
obtain these treatments, but they prefer to prevent infection rather
than attempt to cure it after it happens.

“I would say parasites are what we call a time bomb,” Sangare
said. “And we have a tendency to underestimate this time bomb.”
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Peering Behind the Curtain for a Peak at Past Proms

REBECA GONZALEZ| features editor

Planning the Night

The prom has always been an important ritual or rite of
passage, almost marked as essential to the stereotypical high
school experience. Most students begin anticipating it during the
spring semester by making dinner reservations or by scrolling
through various dress and suit options. However, for the LASA
Student Council (StuCo), their planning for the prom starts a
whole semester prior.

According to Isabel Liu, the senior class president, she has
assisted in planning prom all four years. However, this year
being her final, she stepped into a leading role in the process — a
process which started sooner than she had expected.

“We book the venue while working on the Homecoming
dance,” Liu said. “And the very first step is finding a prom venue
that is in our prince range and has a dynamic layout that [StuCo]
likes.”

Liu explained that even though the prom typically happens
at the end of the year, the search for a venue can begin before
students even start classes. With a set and strict budget and only
so many venues available, booking can start off competitively
with other high school student councils similarly scouting for
venues.

“If we want a good and affordable venue, we have to start
searching and booking,” Liu said. “Venues get booked fast, so we
try to get on that as early as possible.”

Esther Kwan, the senior class treasurer, described that beyond
availability and beauty, there are multiple aspects the council has
to consider before finalizing a decision on a location. In addition
to staying within the budget, they must also consider vendor
availability.

“After narrowing down our options, we schedule venue tours
to make our final choice,” Kwan said. “We have to consider date
availability for caterers that the venue has contracted with in the
past as well.”

According to 2025 LASA graduate Cecelia Gay, the planning
often compounds year to year. As the former council president,
she emphasized how having a list of previous vendors helps the
early planning process move smoothly.

“I began the prom planning process in August,” Gay said. “We
have a list of venues from previous years so we revised our list
and started contacting potential venue spaces in August and
September.”

G added that vendors
play a huge role in
the selection process.

According to her,
each venue has
specific rules and

regulations, and it

can be a challenge

to coordinate with
everyone.

“We can’t

book any other

vendors until we

have the venue

space booked,”

Gay said. “A

lot of the time,

venues will

have vendors

they  prefer

to work with

which makes

it easier for

us as well.”

In the

end, the deciding factor in

venue selection isn’t vendors, location,

or even pricing. Rather, the timing of the event itself is

the most crucial factor, and Gay shared that although StuCo is in

charge of venue choice, date selection is almost completely out

of their hands.

“Ms. Crescenzi advised us to look at athletic schedules as well
as theater and choir performances,” Gay said. “Because LASA
has so many different clubs and organizations, we can’t account
for everyone’s schedules.”

StuCo still tries to take into account every club’s schedule
and importance of conflicting events on the possible dates. Liu
spoke about how although this step inevitably ends up being
an important factor throughout all StuCo planning, it can be
especially difficult with the nature of the planning of the prom.

“When deciding the date, we truly put so much effort and
time into mapping out what other events are when and deciding
around that,” Liu said. “For the activities, we constantly keep in
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SET UP FORTHE SPECIAL NIGHT The detailed set up of every single aspect for the 2026 prom.
The set up was drawn out by president Liu to properly communicate with venue workers. photo
courtesy Isabel Liu

mind if they are equally fun and accessible to everyone.”

Ultimately, the team must also prioritize their own schedules
to ensure their presence for the planning process and event
coordination. Liu explained that sponsor and underclassmen
representative schedules are also similarly evaluated when
coordinating the date.

“Our entire council is involved in prom planning, which is
currently 17 students and our great sponsor, Mr. Breland,” Liu
said. “We coordinate with the venue director and vendors, as well
as LASA admin, if those people count.”

However, according to Gay, even though there is a lot of
thought behind choosing a specific date, mishaps still can occur.
As StuCo is unable to predict last minute events or advancements
to major competitions that are planned following the venue’s
booking, unpredictability is a big challenge.

“What makes it even more difficult is that we’re trying to
book a venue for a specific date in September or October,” Gay
said. “A lot of organizations don’t have dates that far in advance,
so we use past data to try and figure out a date that can work for
everyone.”

In the past, choosing a date has clashed with major events
such as conflicting with robotic competitions or major debate
tournaments. To account for this, Kwan added that when
selecting a time, previous events that coincided with the prom
are prioritized to avoid frustration.

“We try to accommodate so that prom doesn’t coincide with
an extracurricular’s larger competitions two years in a row,”
Kwan said. “Still, it’s unavoidable that people have conflicts.”

Yet, even once the venue is finally booked and the date is
selected after the detailed process, the planning process has only
just begun. Liu shared that the next steps are major decisions
such as design, activities, and the theme of the whole event.”

“When deciding the theme, and music as well, we often put
out polls on social media to gauge the requests of students,” Liu
said. “When deciding the theme, we think about whether it will
bode well with the entire upperclassmen body. And one of our
most arduous challenges in the entirety of prom planning is the
long process of deciding, mapping out, and designing the decor
for the entire dance”

Aside from online feedback, StuCo tries to search for ideas
and opinions throughout their entire classes. As such, Gay added
that the council representative’s friends and classmates ended up
playing a crucial role in deciding the theme and more.

“I asked a lot of my friends for input and got a lot of feedback
in my classes,” Gay said. “I’m sure the other junior and senior
StuCo members can attest to that as well, so we use that feedback
also throughout the process.”

Building the Prom

“I think one thing that is often underestimated is that StuCo
truly tries to do as much as we can with the resources given to us
while keeping events accessible to all students,” Liu said.

Even with limited resources, time, and money, Liu explained
that the beauty and presentation of prom remains a priority. As
such, StuCo puts in a lot of effort and care to even the most
simple details

“Unlike a lot of formal events that hire decor companies, we
have to handle all the decor in-house and with our own minds
and creativity, but we still want it to look professional grade,” Liu
said. “We spend so many hours, nights, and weeks brainstorming
ideas and ensuring every decoration idea we have will turn out
great.”

As a member of LASA Science Olympiad, NHS, and founder
of her own club Generations Together, Liu emphasized the
difficulty of planning in lieu of busy schedules. According to
her, other StuCo members similarly juggle multiple activities, so
finding the time to plan this huge event in lieu of all of this is a
challenge on its own.

“For many school events, we take care of things almost
always in-house and with our own hands and minds and time,
on top of classes and personal extracurriculars, in effort to keep
the expenses as low as possible,” Liu said. “Combining that with
how demanding and intricate it is to plan a school dance as large
as prom, it’s quite the task.”

To make sure everything is ready to go, Gay talked about how
the timing and maintaining deadlines for when things need to get
done is essential. According to her, in order to ensure the set up
is completed before students start to walk in, members of StuCo
have developed tactics to ensure a wide buffer.

“I would say timing is a small detail that can make the
world of difference,” Gay said. “We try to start setting up both
homecoming and prom early because we’d rather have extra time
than be rushing around. We tried to overestimate how long it’s
going to take to do things, meaning centerpiece set up, lighting
set up, and other decor. If we’re late, it would be a disaster.”

Though planning for promis mainly personal forupperclassmen
on the council, Gay talked about how underclassmen also take on
important responsibilities. For example, underclassmen volunteer
and help set up under the direction of the older members.

“The biggest challenge is teaching the underclassman how to
set up and run prom,” Gay said. “Upperclassmen don’t help with
set up day-of or work the dance because this is an upper classmen
only event.”

Due to the nature of the event, Gay wanted to help make
this part of the process smoother for future members. As such,
she painstakingly made a detailed binder involving details of
planning and set-up to hand off to the underclassmen students.

“My favorite planning memory was when I presented the
binder of how everything is supposed to run to everyone in the
student council,” Gay said. “Former presidents have talked about
making a binder, but they’ve never actually ended up printing out
anything, so I was able to finish all of their work and add some of
my own stuff and make a binder for everyone to have and keep
for future years.”

Liu shared how Gay’s detailed binders impacted her own
experience in planning prom. Following the tradition of Gay and
previous presidents, Liu also spent a lot of time creating binders
for underclassmen to follow.

“A semi-small detail that is also a tradition is the seniors
create extremely comprehensive and meticulous binders for the
underclassmen to use [on] day-of prom set-up,” Liu said. “This
year, with creating the binder being now part of my role, I, along
with my other senior officers, took weeks ensuring the binders
were precise and exhaustive of every detail possible.”

After working behind the scenes for months on end, the
upperclassmen help with the initial set-up of the venue in the
morning. However, when prom starts, Liu explained that senior
and junior StuCo members walk into the dance with the same
surprise as the rest of the student body, along with the satisfaction
of watching the enjoyment of all attending students.

“Seniors and juniors actually do set up the dance day-of in
the morning and early afternoon, and then we are given time to
actually freely enjoy our prom day experience,” Liu said. “So,
you can imagine the wow effect we feel when we come back in

UHUAL FULL OF MAGIC Student Council memebers prepare for prom. With only a
day left until the day, students carried loads of boxes to fill up the venue with ungiue
and themed decor. photo courtesy Isabel Liu

the evening as attendees, and everything’s transformed to match
the visions we had for months while planning.”

Prom Night

“I love planning prom,’ Liu said. “I love the creativity I can
exercise when planning out the layout, the decor, the theme, and
the overall vibe and aesthetics. And, of course, the satisfaction
and sense of achievement when everything that’s been sitting
in my mind turns into real life on the day-of is amazing and
irreplaceable.”

2025 LASA graduate Eliana Koransky attested to the positive
experience that StuCo planned. According to her, the event was
everything she wanted it to be.

“Prom was super important to me in high school because it
felt like a major event in my life,” Koransky said. “I really loved
the chance to dress up but I also thought it was so fun for all of
my friends to be together in a non academic setting.”

For StuCo members, even with the stress of planning the event,
prom is still enjoyable. In fact, Gay believes that the reason she
deeply enjoyed prom was partly the stress and responsibility that
came with it.

“Being at the event makes me more proud because I was one
of the lead individuals who planned this,” Gay said. “It’s so nice
to see all the hard work you put in pay off.”

Fellow 2025 LASA graduate Isabel Kramer spoke about a
similar appreciation for her senior prom. According to her, she
especially appreciated all the work the students put in to make
it such a special night that she will look back fondly on when
reminiscing about her high school experience.

“For me senior prom was super important,” Kramer said.
“I was really looking forward to it, especially after having a
disappointing junior year prom. Senior prom felt like a celebration
of all the hard work that went into high school and getting there
felt so quintessential ‘coming of age’ ... My favorite aspect was
spending time with my friends, my date, and taking pictures
beforehand. I think the pictures were so fun because I was with
my best friends, family, and now have memories to look back on
fondly.”

Behind the students’ planning and scheduling, Kwan
recognized the unique help StuCo sponsor, ASL teacher Eric
Breland, provides. As students, they can’t be too involved in the
legal aspects of event planning, so Breland fills that gap.

“I’m so incredibly proud of StuCo and especially thankful for
Mr. Breland,” Kwan said. “There are so many contracts and legal
processes that Mr. Breland single-handedly takes care of.”

Kwan also shared that being such an important part of planning
the night makes it even more special to her. After months of
coordinating, she explained that seeing the beautiful venue lit up
and filled with decorations is exciting.

“Student Council is a lot of commitment and time, particularly
setting up, operating, and cleaning up homecoming and prom,”
Kwan said. “I really appreciate all of our volunteers for helping
us since there’s so much that goes on behind the scenes. This will
be our best prom yet!”

Ultimately for Liu, being a part of the planning was a
major aspect of her experience. Beyond the logistics and long
discussions, she appreciated the community and team that she
got to work with on planning prom.

“Most importantly, I love the community we form when going
through this common journey in StuCo,” Liu said. “The people I
work with are what make it amazing.”

graphic by Megan Gerold
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Women Rise in Business

ELINA SARKAR | staff writer

As the capital of Texas, Austin is known for its
vibrant culture of growth, innovation, and unique-
ness. The city is home to a multitude of small and
large businesses that contribute to the foundation
of this entrepreneurial attitude, creating a unique
opening for women-owned companies.

In 2023, Yelp ranked Austin as the top city
for female entrepreneurs. There are over 9,000
businesses owned by women throughout the area,
amounting to 22.5% of all organizations in the
city, according to the Austin Chamber of Com-
merce in 2021. Diana Skellenger — the CEO and
Founder of Skelly Build, a construction and home
renovation firm — described how Austin provid-
ed a unique environment to start her business.

“It’s a city full of growth, creativity, and for-
ward-thinking people who value quality and re-
lationships,” Skellenger said. “That mindset al-
lowed us to build something intentional here and
grow alongside a community that appreciates do-
ing things the right way.”

Skellenger’s experience is not unique to
just her business. Katrina Brooks, founder and
co-owner of independent bookstore Black Pearl
Books noted that Austin helped launch her busi-
ness.

“The people in the community still have that
vibrancy and whimsy for supporting small, inde-
pendent, and local,” Brooks said. “Austin provid-
ed a unique environment that helped Black Pearl
Books succeed.”

Although Austin nurtures small businesses,
women still face challenges entering primarily
male fields. Adelle Archer, the co-founder and co-
CEO of Eterneva, a company that converts ashes,
hair, or other treasured pieces of deceased loved
ones into diamonds, described the gender bias in
venture capital firms that provide funding to larg-
er enterprises.

“It becomes a little bit more of a boys’ club at
that point,” Archer said. “You’re having to learn
how to communicate and work with very heavily
male-dominant investors that just are going to be
thinking about things from a different lens than
sometimes women do.”

Skellenger expressed that this experience is
similar in other male-dominated fields such as
construction, and that she often had obstacles
to recognition.

“Being a woman in construction meant [
often had to prove myself before being tak-
en seriously,” Skellenger said. “There were
moments when I felt underestimated or over-
looked.”

According to Gallagher, a global insurance
firm, women-owned businesses often have a
focus on inclusivity and employee welfare. Ar-
cher described how her perspective as a wom-
an helps create a meaningful company culture.

“I think it’s just really created a culture
where people feel celebrated and seen ... and
that we believe in them and will empower
them and trust them,” Archer said. “Those are
probably all a lot of more feminine energies
that get brought into our [company] culture be-
cause those things are important to me.”

Skellenger emphasized her focus on re-
spect and support through transparency and
emotional intelligence. Brooks echoed this
sentiment, and she described her focus on the
people she employs at Black Pearl Books.

“The business is the business, but people
make the business,” Brooks said. “I manage
my business with people in mind.”

According to Skellenger, balancing com-
passion and drive is important in a business,
not only to perform, but also to relate to cli-
ents. She previously stated that leadership
needs to be dynamic, since creating company
culture starts at the top.

“Trust yourself, surround yourself with
people who challenge and support you,”
Skellenger said. “Remember that leadership
doesn’t require you to fit a mold — you get to
define it.”

Archer noted that women often sec-
ond-guess their decisions. She often tells
women to reach 80% confidence and then
move forward.

“Just start,” Archer said. “Don’t overana-
lyze it all.”

Harmony in Belize

SADIE SARRAT | student life editor
ARIANA RODRIGUEZ | commentary editor

Deric Lewis, the LASA Choir Director and AP Music Theory teacher, has attended the Missionary
Baptist General Convention of Texas (MBGCT) in Belize since 2012. The organization specializes
in providing support to struggling villages such as Ontario, Esperanza, and Blackman Eddy. The
trips are bi-annual: one in December and one in July. The December trip focuses primarily on
providing the villages with food, building roofs and infrastructure, and hosting nightly classes.
Lewis notes that this unique aspect sets MBGCT apart from other organizations.

“We’re not at a hotel in Belize City,” Lewis said. “We don’t get to go to the beach, as much as
I want to. It’s not a vacation at all; from day one, it’s a lot of work.”

In terms of the specific services provided by MBGCT in the December trip, the program partners
with Feed the People. They provide around 500 boxes of food that include non-perishables like
masa, black beans, rice, and perishables like eggs, fresh chicken, and water to Belizeans in need.
In addition to providing food for those in need, Lewis and other representatives of MBGCT bring
music to the villages through nightly classes, worship gatherings, and singing to individuals in the
community.

“I’m there to teach music and to provide music for the overall thing,” Lewis said. “There’s also
times where we go house to house and just visit with people. If they tell us somebody’s been sick
or they might have lost some family members, we might go in and encourage them, and I might
go out there and sing to them.”

The July trip, on the other hand, is an opportunity for the children of Belize to participate in
day-long activities because school is out for summer. Lewis describes the summer program as the
Belizean version of “Vacation Bible School,” where kids take even more classes and practice for
the program-wide youth concert. Lewis is in charge of teaching the youth music and preparing
them for the concert, which can be overwhelming but rewarding.

“We’re talking about 300 to 400 kids altogether, and I’'m screaming in front of all these kids,
but they get a lot of joy out of it because I try to bring a lot of energy,” Lewis said. “It’s just better
to just demonstrate and get them active, have them singing, clapping, and following

along.”

Additionally, the summer MBGCT trip provides the villages with clothes and shoes, unlike the
winter trip, which focuses on food. The goods are collected from Americans who donated to the
cause.

“We took over thousands of pairs of shoes, flip flops, sneakers, for kids, all the way to adults,
and brand new clothes,” Lewis said. “When [the Belizeans] come to get the food, they’re able to
basically shop for free. All stuff is brand new that’s been donated from people in America.”

Lewis reflects on how impactful these donations are for the villagers. He shares how different
this is from American society where people don’t have to worry about their basic needs being met.

“They stretch [things]. They might only have one pair of shoes, but they’re gonna wear those
shoes as much as possible,” Lewis said. “Whereas we have a whole closet full of shoes, we can just
pick and choose; we don’t care. We take it for granted. That’s not the way it is [in Belize]; there is
a lot of appreciation there.”

Expanding on this idea, Lewis feels lucky to be an American where these worries are not
present. Taking these trips has opened his eyes.

“It makes me appreciate being an American: having resources, having food, having clean water,
access to clothing, or heat,” Lewis said. “Because they don’t have those things, they don’t take
anything for granted; they’re very, very thankful for everything we give.”

MAKING A DIFFERENCE Choir teacher Deric Lewis bring aid to rural communities. While he was there, he brought the people
together though song.
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Inside the

VIOLET ZTIKOVIC | staff writer

In this changing world of ever-advancing technology, many
students may still find themselves going back to the basics of a
good paper book. LASA is a school consisting of many diverse
interests and hobbies, so reading habits and genres of students
often vary across many different genres of books.

LASA librarian, Elizabeth Switek, has been keeping tabs
on what kids have been checking out from the library all year.
Switek explained the current book trends.

“This year, manga books have been super popular,” Switek
said. “To be able to grab a manga that you know you can really
dedicate yourself to and read it in a half hour, or just slowly go
through and enjoy the art and still have it done in a couple days,
I think that’s encouraging to a lot of students who want to get
back into reading.”

A total of 190 graphic novels were reported as being checked
out between the beginning of the year and the end of the
Thanksgiving break. According to Switek, 173 additional ones
were accessed from the online service ComicsPLUS.

Manga and comics may be the new trend, but much of
the other data Switek has collected is still the same. Switek
described the consistencies in the LASA students’ reading
habits.

“In my mind, when you say, ‘what do LASA readers read?’
I’'m always going to come back to fantasy,” Switek said. “And
then sci-fi is kind of coming up there. There’s a lot more sci-fi
readers as I’ve been building more and buying more books for
sci-fi.”

It’s often not just students’ tastes that influence their reading

Student

habits, however. LASA’s English includes a wide variety of
books. However certain books may push students in one way or
another when it comes to reading. Eyal Rosenberg, a junior at
LASA, explained who his favorite author is and why.

“I love Casey McQuiston,” Rosenberg said. “I think their
writing style is really good, I love their use of imagery and
language, and it helps make the book really hard to put down.
And then also they’re really good at pacing and storytelling,
and I really like all of their characters.”

Picks

“I felt like the characters were really relatable,” Murguia
said. “Lynn Painter always does a good job with the characters
and with describing everything so that it doesn’t seem like it’d
be super farfetched.”

Although Murguia and Rosenberg are avid book lovers, they
are aware that this may not be a usual experience for LASA
students. According to Rosenberg, school can impact reading
habits.

“I know a lot of people who have said that, for them, reading
for school has made it really hard for them to want to [read],”
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| do think that if they're not
reading a lot, it's because they
heaven't found books they like
yet.

- ELENA MURGUIA, JUNIOR

Rosenberg said.
Additionally, Switek added that recent book-banning laws

have resulted in administrative struggles for the library and
diminishing options for readers to get books. However, Murguia
explained there are still options for students.

“You can have a New York Public Library card here,”
Murguia said. “So many books are banned in Texas that the

New York Public Library has this campaign where if you live in
Texas you can have a library card there.”
Despite the increasingly digital world, people are still finding

%%

themselves attracted to books. Murguia explained how finding
the right genre is crucial when reading.

“I do think that if they’re not reading a lot, it’s because they
haven’t found books that they like yet,” Murguia said. “I think
everyone could like reading if they find their niche.”

Elena Murguia, a LASA junior, picked “Fake Skating” by
Lynn Painter, a romance about hockey, as her favorite book.
She spoke about how the writing style of the author can really
influence the reading experience.

LASA

The LASA Library can be more than just a place
to study or find new reads, offering everything from
tutoring to writing assistance to a creative workshop.

Students have access to a collection of around 6000
books, with a variety of many different genres and
topics. The library also offers both color and black
and white printing, an arts and crafts section — which
is often used to put together school projects — and
different rooms for tutoring and writing help.

The writing center is a place to go to receive direct
feedback on any of your writing and has writing tutors
there nearly every day during lunch. Xander Kercher,
a tutor at the Writing Center, emphasized how the
program can assist you in both improving your writing,
while also helping you become a better writer for the
future.

“The Writing Center is made so that people can get
feedback on their writing but also improve as writers
in general,” Kercher said. “Particularly when you
have papers, but even when you don’t have papers
due, coming in and asking ‘how would I structure an
argument like this?” or ‘how would I embed quotes
or make some sort of body paragraph?’ can help you
improve your writing.”

Another resource at students’ disposal is after-school
tutoring. Physics, chemistry, and biology tutoring are
all offered Tuesdays through Thursdays between 4:15
p.m. and 6:15 p.m., taught by upper classmen. Ava
McGuire is an after-school tutor who comes from
college to help students do better in their classes and
helps students when they need more time spent on a
topic than is available in class.

“I would recommend coming in if there’s something

Library

DAVID PODBIELSKI | staff writer

Resources

that you’ve been working on that you can’t quite
wrap your head around even after you try it multiple
times, or if something just isn’t clicking in the way
that your teacher is explaining it,” McGuire said.

While LASA’s academic journal database has
been diminished in the past few years due to funding
cuts, the Austin Public Library has the resources that
the school has since lost. Elizabeth Switek, the LASA
Librarian, encouraged students to take advantage of
the Austin Public Library’s database of academic
journals, newspapers, and research sources.

“AISD [Austin Independent School District] has
a partnership with Austin Public Library to provide
a youth account for you guys,” Switek said. “Austin
Public Library is going to be your resource for all of
your academic journals that you need for projects.”

Most students have an Austin Public Library
account, even if they don’t know it. To access your
account, you can go to the Austin Public Library
website and enter your username as AISD, followed
by your student ID without the S. The password for
all students is aisd4books.

When you are done with work and want to relax,
the library offers many resources as well as book
clubs, guest speakers, and other activities on select
dates that can be found on the monthly calendar sent
out by email and BLEND.
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Keep Austin Entertained

ANDREW

DRUMMOND | staff writer

Home to almost a million people, Austin is a
bustling metropolis with a unique entertainment
scene that can be experienced in its so-called
‘entertainment districts,” hubs of businesses
catered largely towards nightlife and shopping
for the city’s significant college-age population.
Scattered around the city, Austin’s busiest and
most notable entertainment districts include
areas such as 2nd Street, the Rainey Street
Historic District, and 6th Street.

Located in downtown and just north of the
river in central Austin, 2nd Street District is
most famous for its trendy and diverse shopping
opportunities, as its home to stores selling
nearly every type of apparel. Caitlin Sheen, a
frequent visitor of Austin and prolific shopper
and self-proclaimed “number one fan” of 2nd
Street, believes that it’s the city’s number one
spot for shopping.

“It’s my favorite place to shop in the entire
city,” Sheen said. “There are so many different
shops with a variety of clothes and accessories
that just can’t be beat.”

2nd Street isn’t just for shopping, though.
The district is also renowned for its dining and
live entertainment.

“I love to wind down after a day of shopping
with some drinks and live music,” Sheen said.
“On 2nd Street, I don’t even have to travel far; |
can just walk down the street and find the show
of a lifetime.”

2nd Street’s live entertainment can be found
in many venues, most notably ACL Live, which
is home to a famous statue of Willie Nelson.
This statue is the source of Sheen’s favorite
tradition when she visits the city.

“I love country music,” Sheen said. “So,
whenever [ visit Austin, I spend a day with
friends, shopping and drinking, on 2nd Street.
And at the end of the night, with our new outfits
on, we always take a picture with the Willie
Nelson statue.”

Conversely, the Rainey Street Historic
District, is known for its cozy fusion of
modernity and rusticness. Bordered by I-35 to
the west, East Cesar Chavez St to the north,
and the Colorado River to the south, the district
has a vibrant nightlife centered around its many

bungalows, which have been renovated into hip
bars with craft cocktails and live music. The
Rainey Street Historic District also happens
to be James Andrews,” a graphic designer and
Austin local, favorite place to go.

“It’s got the best spots in the entire city,”
Andrews said. “The drinks are incredible, the
people are awesome, and the atmosphere just
can’t be beat.”

They don’t just have great ambiance, though.
Beyond their cozy, hip atmospheres, the bars
of the Rainey Street Historic District are also
famous for their food.

“Any bar can serve great drinks and any
restaurant can serve great food,” Andrews said.
“But to be able to do both is something special,
and the fact that I can enjoy both great food
and great drinks at the same spot is one of my
favorite parts about Rainey Street.”

6th Street, on the other hand, is a mix between
the two aforementioned districts, and could be
considered three separate districts in its own
right. This is because, traditionally, 6th Street
is divided into three sections, each with its own
vibes and appeal. ‘Dirty Sixth,” or ‘Old Sixth,’ is
the rowdy, energetic area of 6th Street stretching
from 1-35 to Congress Avenue known for its
bustling nightlife, live entertainment, and dive
bars, all of which cater to a crowd comprised
largely of college students. Stretching from
Congress Avenue to MoPAC is West 6th, with a
trendy, upscale energy reminiscent of 2nd Street,
and running east of 1-35 is East 6th, which is
known for its patio bars, food trucks, and laid-
back hipster vibes.

“oth Street is great because it has something
for everyone,” said a local college student who
preferred to remain anonymous. “If you want a
craft cocktail, you can go to West 6th. And if
you’re having a bachelorette party, you can go
to East 6th.”

6th Street is also famous for its collection of
sports bars, which are very popular amongst the
city’s significant population of college students.
Favorites include establishments like Little
Woodrows, Star Bar, and Buford’s Backyard
and Beer Garden.

“I love watching football with my friends,”
the anonymous student said. “And 6th Street is
my favorite place to do that. It’s got great bars
with great drinks and great TVs.”
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lconic ATX Through Film

MARCUS | staff writer
BALYAKINA-
HERRERA

LEAVING IT ALL ON THE STAGE Artist Susannah Joffree and
bassist perform at Austin Mohawk for South by Southwest
(SXSW). SXSW takes place every year all across downtown
Austin during The University of Texas at Austin’s spring break.
photo by Katie Busby

On all of the sides of Austin, you are bound
to stumble across an iconic set of a local
movie. Restaurants like Top Notch, streets like
Congress, and many more places have been
featured in some of the largest films to come
out of Austin.

In 1969, The first movie to be filmed in
Austin was Eggshells. This would set the scene
for Texas Chainsaw Massacre in 1974, which
would gain popularity in later years and set the
stage for later movies like Dazed and Confused
in 1993 — along with many more of Richard
Linkater’s movies. Brian Gannon, the senior
director of the Austin Film Commission, talks
a little about this history of film in Austin.

“Texas Chainsaw Massacre was probably
the first big movie, but at the point it was
released, it was not a big movie. It was a tiny,
you know, movie that was made in Austin that
caught on.” said Gannon, “That was the first
taste the world got of central Texas filmmaking

LEAVING IT ALL ON THE STAGE Artist Susannah Joffree and
bassist perform at Austin Mohawk for South by Southwest
(SXSW). SXSW takes place every year all across downtown
Austin during The University of Texas at Austin’s spring break.
photo by Katie Busby

and, in the years since, the industry built up
throughout the ‘80s with made for TV movies.”

Gannon mentions that the location of Austin
is very important for drawing the film industry
to the city. The location allows for almost any
type of scene to be filmed relatively close to
the city center.

“A lot of what’s made Austin a really special
place and grown us as a hub over the years is
that we have a lot of diverse locations within
30 minutes of downtown” Said Gannon.”So,
you can get kind of your flat farmland and piny
woods to the east, and then the hill country to
the west”

Miguel

Alvarez, an award winning

filmmaker, professor at UT, and someone who
has filmed at Robert Rodriguez’s studio, agrees
with this sentiment. He adds that the availability
of these places in such a short distance allows
for filmmakers’ creativity to run endlessly.

LEAVING IT ALL ON THE STAGE Artist Susannah Joffree and
bassist perform at Austin Mohawk for South by Southwest
(SXSW). SXSW takes place every year all across downtown
Austin during The University of Texas at Austin’s spring break.
photo by Katie Busby

you can film,” Alvarez said, “so it makes the
possibilities endless when it comes to stories
and films that you want to make, because you

have everything right here.”

Top Notch is one of the most famous film
locations in Austin, being one of the scenes for
Dazed and Confused along with many other
small films, TV shows, and advertisements.
Kelly Chappell, the manager at Top Notch,
talks about the story of the restaurant as a set
and the impact the movie has had on their
popularity.

“In the late 90s, it [Dazed and Confused]
didn’t really have much of an impact, they
said they had a few people come in once in a
while, but the movie was not nearly as popular
back then.” Chappell said, “But, come the
early 2000s, the movie was seeing a real height

read more at LASALIBERATOR.COM
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EMANI SCOTT-SMITH | staff writer

Even though Austin is known for music and nightlife, there
are still plenty of fun and affordable things for high school
students to do. Teens can hangout outdoors and walk, bike, or
just relax with friends. There are several swimming areas that are
popular, especially in the summer. For students who like music,
Austin hosts several gatherings consisting of underground and
moderately well-known bands. Additionally, there are tons of
fun areas with stores, murals, and food trucks that don’t cost
too much. Students are able to hang out at arcades and bowling
alleys, along with going to community events that happen around
the city all the time. Overall, Austin gives teens many ways to
have fun without needing adults or spending money.

Avcode or Bowing Alley
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One of the key variables in the move of the
historical archival was the shelving. According
to Laurie Limbacher who is an architect at small
firm Limbacher & Godfrey Architects, the center
decided to go with the heavy and expensive form
of compact shelving, which required careful
forethought.

“In this case, it’s an existing building, and
we had to make sure that the existing structural
system could accommodate the added load of
the more intensive compact shelving weight,”
Limbacher said.

“So, in the future, if they get more money,
they’ll fill up the rest of the 2nd floor, and I think
most of the 3rd floor with compact shelving.”

Beyond shelving, the Faulk Building had to
prepare for a large shift. Similarly to the History
Center’s old building, in 1979 it operated as the
town’s central library. According to Suarez, this
involved both the project managers reverting the
building back to the original way the architect
envisioned it and carefully planning out how
they wanted to curate the archives.

“We had to be methodical about, ‘okay, how
do we want to use the space now? How do we
see ourselves using the space 10, 20, 30 years
from now?’” Suarez said. “Because this is our
long-term home. It was kind of exciting because
it was a really blank slate of like, ‘okay, how,
let’s make the archive that we want to make.’ It
was a lot of physical lifting and hard work. And
it took, probably from start to finish, about 4 or
5 months.”

According to Cooper, a large part of the
funding for the center came from the Austin
Bond passed back in 2018. This long process
sparked a hopeful, yet cautious excitement for
Cooper.

“It was a long process of waiting, planning,
and dealing with staffing changes,” Cooper said.
“We’ve had three division managers, in that time
period, from 2017 to 2025. We had different
facilities managers. So as far as the move goes,
[T was] excited, but also tentatively.”

According to Suarez, this trend of change
from the center is not uncommon. During the
move, Suarez noticed how the center was run

differently by staff in each decade.

“You can see the changeover between staff
throughout the decades, so that was really
interesting and just the change from seeing the
history center managed and run by librarians
then that changeover more into the archivist
focus,” Suarez said. “Those are 2 distinct roles.
How we handle collections is very different. It
started out as very much a library, so everything
was catalogued. You could check books out. And
it’s really morphed more into special collections,
more into things that you can only view in the
building and more rare items that we just like to
keep in-house because we don’t want them to go
missing.”

According to Suarez, while there were
challenges with the move, the ability to house
more key aspects of history encourages people
to see that the city values its history. Suarez
emphasized that the history center is a space to
house the history of all groups within Austin.
Cooper shared this sentiment, and is grateful for
the opportunities the new building provides.

“Honestly, I’'m very thankful because it could
be very difficult to fund archives.,” Cooper said.
“Especially to the extent. And it is just such a
boon to preserving, you know, the history of
the city. Our situation was not viable. It wasn’t
tenable. And it is now. That’s a huge, huge
benefit to the city and to our researchers who
come from all over the world.”
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Music

MAURICIO RODRIGUEZ | staff writer

Years ago, creating music digitally was
expensive, difficult, and time consuming, but
today, anyone with a phone or laptop is able
to create. Music production no longer requires
bulky equipment and costly software, making
it more accessible than ever before.

More people than ever are able to access
music making software and experiment with
their own creations. Allowing everyone from
professional musicians to hobbyists to create
music. This has also changed the way people
publish music. Kenny Segal, a music producer
in Los Angeles, reminisced about a very
different experience when starting to produce
music.

“When [ was starting out 25 years ago,
making music with computers was pretty
obscure. Hardware samplers and synths were
really expensive,” Segal said. “If you wanted
to make music, especially beats and electronic
music, you had to be committed to getting the
equipment and learning how to use it.”

In the 1990s, music production required
expensive equipment and specialized technical
knowledge. According to Segal, in today’s
world, those barriers do not exist.

“Now, with apps on your phone and sample
libraries like Splice, you can make music on a
much more casual level without committing as
much time and effort,” Segal said. “It makes it
so almost anyone can try it out if they want to.”

Miles Barker, a sophomore at LASA, enjoys
making music and was introduced to it through
inexpensive software like GarageBand. It gave
him a pathway into digitally making music,
while allowing him to not make it too big a
commitment.

“I started on GarageBand because it was
free and already on my MacBook. It allowed
me to create music at all and really start
developing my sound and gaining experience,”
Barker said. “I did not begin sharing my music
publicly until I moved to Logic Pro, but without
an accessible program like GarageBand, I
never would have gotten to that point in the
first place.”

Without

Limits

Barker explained that without the
accessibility of software like GarageBand,
he would not have been introduced to
making music. The accessibility is not just a
convenience for young artists; it’s the reason
they are able to create their own music at all.

“Overall, I would say I feel more
empowered,” Barker said. “I probably would
not even be making music if it were not so
accessible in the first place.”

However, not everyone who uses these
software aspires to be a musician. Kaius
Carson-Powers, a freshman at LASA, only
makes music recreationally.

“Being introduced to online platforms like
Ableton Live gave me a wide range of options
to make whatever type of music I wanted and
easily sample songs,” Carson-Powers said.

Although the barrier to entry has dropped
for recreational music producers, creating
still has costs. It’s important for recreational
music creators to be able to find a middle
ground between professional software and an
affordable price. For many, this is the most
important part of finding a fitting software for
them.

“Ableton is not cheap, but it is definitely
accessible and reasonable. A lot of other
software requires a significant financial
burden,” Carson-Powers said. “I think anyone
can try. It is fun to do in your spare time and
can just be an enjoyable pastime.”

As technology advances, more people than
ever have the ability to create and share their
music. Although this makes it harder to stand
out, it gives aspiring musicians a voice and an
outlet to create their own music. Producing
music is no longer limited to those with
expensive gear and formal training. Instead, it
is open to anyone to try.
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Every issue, The Liberator sends a reporter into the field to
try a new sport and write about their experiences.

MAYA SANCHEZ NAJERA | club contributer shoot more arrows, completely forgetting my dread
for sports and physical activity.

After shooting a couple more arrows I shot my
last one, and a tsunami of claps surrounded me. I
snapped my head and looked at everyone. Seeing
my surprise, David explained to me that it was a
tradition to always clap for the last arrow, and I
could feel the support of the team.

As my time in the practice ended, I packed my
things and observed all the people who were still
shooting. They seemed calm and confident. I kept
staring for a moment before leaving the small gym.
I had a smile on my face and maybe a new after
school activity.

Take a breath, let it out, and... release!

Sedentary. That is the word I would use to
describe my lifestyle. However, life likes to
be a stand-up comedian, so it decided to get
me assigned to write the Raptor Rundown for
this publication. When I saw my assignment I
thought, “Not really my cup of tea... but sure,
why not?” So now here I am.

I arrived on a Wednesday after school,
dreading the social and sport-related event that
awaited me after school at archery practice. But
who could blame me? I was born lazy.

9raphic by Tity Gonzale,

As soon as I saw Coach Davis and some
teens entering the small gym I could feel the
easy-going and non-judgmental feeling they
gave me. Like I wouldn’t be judged for the
obvious lack of Hawkeye shooting skill level.

I walked towards the instructor, informing
her the journalism-related reason for my random
appearance to a practice. Her response was
kind, and clear, and she seemed very excited for
my visit.

After some warm ups, we joined around a
whiteboard as the teacher started explaining
what the other students would be working on
that day. She explained how they would be
working on their technique, rather than their
shooting accuracy. I thought it was great — and
I especially liked the non-competitive nature
the practice was starting out with.

The coach continued explaining that this was
personal work, emphasizing that this was a day
to focus on the breathing, and posture, and the
stance, in order to improve their abilities.

After assembling into different groups she
assigned me with one of the team captains,
David, who taught and kindly corrected me in
the basics of a proper stance, hand position,
arrow setting, shooting position, and whistle
signaling.

After David’s constant encouragement, and
some newfound confidence, I set up my arrow,
waited for the shooting whistle, set my stance,
took a breath and... shot. The first one was, of
course, missed. But that didn’t disencourage me.
Instead, I decided to take the teacher’s advice
and focus on what I might be doing wrong, and
fix it. After not much trial and error, and some
help from David I finally managed to hear the
muffled thump of the arrow hitting the target.

I high-fived David and smiled as I felt a
strange sense of pride in me, feeling the urge to

BULLSEYE The LASA Archery team practices in the gym to
prepare for tournements. Usually this involves exercises that
help improve skill and accuracy. photo courtesy of Maya
Sanchez Najera

The Journey to Join the Ranks, Make a Name

Shifting the

ANDREW DRUMMOND | staff writer

Austin is home to some of the state’s most athletically
competitive high schools. Titans such as Bowie, Lake Travis, and
Westlake dominate in 6A sports, with the last having sent three
quarterbacks to the NFL, two of whom won super bowl MVP. In
S5A, LASA competes against programs that boast reputations of
success making for tight games against rivals like Anderson and
McCallum. Among these giants, however, schools like LASA
have historically had lesser success competing against more sport-
focused campuses. While this may once have been accurate, the
growth of LASA’s population and an increased focus on not only
academic but also athletic success is seeing this shift.

Many athletes at LASA don’t feel that academics are the only
thing that LASA students excel at. Mauro Garza, a sophomore
and member of boys soccer, a program that has boasted winning
seasons in the past few years, supported this notion.

“Maybe a person that doesn’t go to LASA thinks all we focus
on is grades in school,” Garza said. “People can still be good at

While Garza believes that it’s too
soon to tell if there’s been a shift in the
narrative, the opinions of athletes at other

Narrative

of

More evidence for the change can be found in the preconceptions
of the school’s less informed nonathletes. This includes Shaoyu
Wang, a LASA student who doesn’t participate in any athletic
extracurriculars.

“I don’t think there is a narrative that LASA is necessarily bad
at sports,” Wang said. “I never got the impression that LASA is a
sports school ... yet [we] seem to be doing pretty well.”

However, despite the school’s growing reputation as a serious
contender in sports spaces, the consensus of Austin’s students still
seems to be that LASA remains an academically oriented school,
not sports focused one.

“I wouldn’t describe LASA as a sports school,” Garza said. “It
focuses on Academics more than extracurricular activities.”

This sentiment is shared with those who have an outside
perspective of LASA. Sandel, through connections at LASA, has
formed a similar opinion to Garza.

“I would view LASA as more of an academic school from
the things I have heard, despite them having good sports teams,”
Sandel said. “They excel in education.”

LASA’s athletic success may be gaining recognition, but

most observers within the school still see
academics coming first. Despite following
LASA’s tennis team, which frequently

places well at competitions, Wang’s

sports while being good at other things too.”

schools say otherwise. Cincy Sandel, a
player on McCallum’s varsity ultimate

thoughts were much the same regarding

LASA’'s

team, alleged that that view is indeed
shifting.

“I think there is a narrative towards
LASA being bad at sports because they
excel in education, so other schools
think they’re worse,” Sandel said. “[But]
through LASA’s performances in sports
like basketball and ultimate frisbee, which
are just the ones I’ve watched, they are
definitely changing the narrative.”

Sandel doesn’t believe that this has

I think there is a narrative
towards LASA being bad at
sports because they excel in
education, so other schools think
they’re worse. [But] through
LASA’s performances in sports
like basketball and ultimate
frisbee, which are just the ones
I’ve watched, they are definitely
changing the narrative.

- Cincy Sandel

LASA’s reputation.

Sports Teams

“The only sports program that I really pay attention to is tennis,
and they seem to be doing pretty well,” Wang said. “My main
focus at LASA is academics, and while sports are fun to watch
or play they don’t [change] my experience at LASA.”

With both boys and girls basketball making a showing at
playoffs and both soccer teams following suit, LASA continues
to make an impact in SA UIL sports. Though competition and
rosters can be turbulent, athletes are making it clear that
LASA can boast more than stellar academics.

been a small change, either. According to
him, McCallum has begun to view LASA
as a serious contender in many sports.

“Recently, I think [we’ve] changed to
viewing them as good opponents in almost every sport,” Sandel
said. “It definitely has made me analyze and watch their sports
more [for] when they play McCallum.”

He also alleges that, in certain areas, LASA is the best in the
city. As an ultimate frisbee player, Sandel noted the nerves that
come around playing the LASA Vertikills, who placed second at
State in 2025.

“In my sport, ultimate frisbee, LASA has always been really
good, they’re probably the best in Austin, so they’re always pretty
intimidating,” Sandel said. “I always view them as a big game
because of how good they are.”

This shift isn’t coincidental, though. According to
Garza, this has occurred due to conscious action from
the school’s athletes.

“I mean, I feel like anybody in sports wants
to do the best that they can,” Garza said. “So,
yeah, it’s a deliberate [effort].”

)
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ELIOT DONMOYER | staff writer

Whether it be fact or fiction, brooms have the ability to
play a role in many different sports. There is Quidditch, a
fictional sport from J. K. Rowling’s “Harry Potter” where
people fly around on magic brooms and swat cannonballs at
each other, which, when Muggles play, is called quadball.

There’s curling, where competitors use brooms to propel
stones down ice towards a target area. Then there’s
Broomball. Turns out “many different sports,” is just three.

Broomball is a mostly casual sport played on ice
where players split into two teams and use ‘brooms,’
which are really just the broom handle with a plastic
wedge, to score goals with a small, soccer-ball-esque ball
in hockey goals. The main gimmick is that players wear
their regular shoes.

The LASA Latin Club does a yearly fundraiser hosting
a school-wide game of Broomball. Senior Wyatt Fenton
has played at that fundraiser for the past three years.

“It’s really fun to play because you basically just
have a bunch of people running around on ice with
tennis shoes and smacking the ball with sticks,” Fenton
said. “It’s a great LASA experience.”

This annual tradition occurs after midterms at
Chaparral Icel. Mila Hawkins is the Camps and
Events Director for Chaparral Ice, a local rink that
usually hosts ice skating or hockey events and
opportunities.

“Alotofpeople just don’t know about Broomball:

they don’t know it exists; they don’t know exactly
what it is,” Hawkins said. “I honestly don’t know
how the kids at LASA know about it.”

This tradition has been going on for
decades, starting several years before former
Latin teacher, Byron Browne, started teaching
at LASA and LBJ in 1997. Though the event is

only hosted by Latin these days, it used to be a
joint fundraiser for all eight language programs.

“It was really just a way to get the disparate
language students together at a singular event
just to hang out and have fun,” Browne said.
“So, when I became the Latin teacher, I
continued to do that. And, from what I could
see, the event just grew and grew, more and
more people, I guess word of mouth. You
know, like it’s fun, it’s a nice thing to do
on a Saturday night, and that was it.”

Over time, the other language
teachers gradually stopped
attending, leaving the event under
the care of Browne. As a result,
Broomball became a signature
event of the Latin Club.

“I delegated the task of
calling Chaparral Ice to the
Latin Club Officers, just to
give them a responsibility,”

graphic by Eliot Donmoyer

the Broomball

Browne said. “And then to print the fliers, and there’s always
permission slips involved with Chaparral Ice. And, collecting
the money and paying Chaparral Ice.”

Due to increasing prices, Broomball stopped being a
fundraiser. It became just a get-together for LASA students,
and only continued due to its popularity within the student
community, despite challenges for Latin Club as Chaparral’s
prices rose.

“We stopped being a fundraiser. We were just covering
our costs to pay Chapparal,” Browne said. “They raised their
price from one year to the next. I remember thinking that
‘wow this is over.’ But, the students were still so interested in
doing the thing, that the increased price wasn’t a problem.”

Latin Club officers take on many responsibilities to allow
this tradition to continue. Kayla Hays, the current Latin
teacher and Latin Club sponsor, delegates to the officers.

“The kids are amazing, and they do so much work such
as emailing and calling the ice rink to schedule Broomball,
making the posters, making the flyers, raising awareness,”
Hays said. “I mostly just collect the money, and then get the
check to bring the ice rink right before the event.”

This year’s match had around 30 participants, about the
same number as last year, according to Hays. Prices for
playing Broomball increased from $15 to $20 this year to
allow Latin Club to raise essential funds, as Hays explained.

“We made back the money that it cost to rent the ice rink,
and then we made that back again,” Hays said. “I want to
thank everyone who isn’t a part of Latin club and isn’t in
Latin who comes out to Broomball and helps us fundraise,
and raise money for us to go to our competitions.”

Even as fundraising becomes more of a focus, the goal to
provide a bonding experience among all LASA students, not
just one language or organization, succeeds.

“I don’t recognize so many of the students,” Hays said.
“And it’s really great that we get such a reach into kids that
I don’t even know.”

This tradition only has lasted this long because of the
continued dedication and interest of Latin Club and LASA
students alike, as Browne highlighted. Even as prices rose
and teachers grew tired of staying up past midnight, LASA
students still wanted to run around the ice on their sneakers
every year.

“Through the fall semester of almost every year,” Browne
said. “I would have students from other language classes
come to my room asking about Broomball ... I’d never seen
them, I didn’t know their names, but they would come and
they would ask me ‘are we doing Broomball this year?’ So the
interest from the students never waned. It never decreased, it
only increased.”

RUNMING THE NUMBERS

Counting up LASAS wins and Llosses,
Every victory is a point for the home
tean, every Loss a point for the visitor,
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PRATIK GURIJALA | sports editor

When I first heard about the college sports transfer portal, I
thought it sounded like freedom: real freedom. The kind athletes
rarely have, and at first, it felt empowering. If a school wasn’t the
right fit, you could move on. If you weren’t getting playing time,
you could find a place that believed in you. But as I paid more
attention, | realized the portal isn’t just a helpful door: it was the
kind of freedom athletes needed.

The transfer portal was made by the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA) for the athletes. The portal allows
athletes to change schools without having to sit out a year,
which, in theory, is good for the athlete because they work very
hard and deserve to be in a place where they feel wanted. My
swim coach, Ben Sampson, once moved from Colorado Mesa
swimming to Texas swimming. It was a huge opportunity for
him as the transfer meant he had access to better facilities,
higher competition, and more exposure. Seeing this made me
understand something important: coaches have always been able
to look for better situations. So, why shouldn’t the athlete have
the same opportunity?

This is why I don’t think the portal is automatically bad. In
fact, some of the biggest success stories in college sports have
been due to the portal. Joe Burrow went from being unable to
get playing time at Ohio State to becoming a legend at Louisiana
State University, leading his team to a national championship.

LILAH O'DAIR| sports editor

In women’s basketball, players like Haily Van Lith have used
the portal to grow their careers and play at higher levels. These
aren’t just lucky stories — they show what can happen when
athletes are finally placed in situations that fit their skills and
confidence.

However, my feelings start to change because what looks
like freedom also creates chaos. Teams don’t feel like families
anymore. They feel temporary. One year you develop chemistry,
trust, and bonds, and the next year half of your team is gone.
Iowa State, for example, just came off a winning season, and
because of the transfer portal, they lost an astonishing 55 players
according to Sports [llustrated. The players are always wondering
who is going to leave next and if they should leave too. That
constant uncertainty messes with team spirit and loyalty. College
sports used to be about growing together over time. Now, it often
feels like everyone is just passing through.

And the pressure doesn’t stop at college athletes. High school
players are feeling it, too. Now a transfer with experience is sought
out by colleges instead of taking a chance on an inexperienced
freshman. This leaves fewer scholarships available for a student
coming in from high school who has worked hard their whole life
in high school, dreaming of playing at the next level. The portal
may help current college athletes, but it quietly shuts doors for
younger ones, according to Sports Illustrated.

Another hard truth is that not everyone wins in the portal.
For every Joe Burrow, dozens of athletes enter thinking life
will improve and end up with no offers at all. Some lose their
roster spot and never recover. Others transfer multiple times, fall
behind in school, and lose stability. It becomes a gamble with
their future, not just their playing time.

The academic side worries me too. At its core, college is
supposed to be a place for education, but switching schools can
mess up credits and delay graduation. When athletes bounce from

school to school, it makes it seem as though school is not
even part of the equation,

SCENE

graphic by Pratik Gurijala

but rather an afterthought.

My primary concern, however, is how it seems as though
college sports are becoming a form of professional free agency.
The bigger schools, which have more resources and media
attention, continue to take top recruits from smaller schools
every year. It is becoming difficult for fans to relate to a player
who may not have even been there for two years. School spirit
and community is becoming a thing of the past.

So when people ask if the transfer portal is good for college
sports, I can’t give a simple yes or no. I believe athletes deserve
freedom. I’ve seen how opportunity can change careers, like
with my swim coach moving to a bigger program. I‘ve seen how
players finally get chances they never would have had before, but
I’ve also seen how instability, pressure, and constant movement
are slowly changing the heart of college sports.

The portal itself isn’t the problem by itself; it’s how quickly
and freely it works without adequate protections for athletes,
academics, and balance within teams. With improved regulations
and smarter restrictions, it can be an actual boon for the growth
of college sports. Without them, it has the potential to take
something special and turn it into something that feels more like
a business than a family. The current state of the transfer portal
is of both hope and madness, and college sports are still trying to
determine which one will prevail.
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Some students at LASA chose to go above and beyond with their commitment to exercise. Though LASA offers a
weight room, there is also an expanse of local and chain gyms that many chose to attend to build muscle, hit cardio,
swim, or even play pickleball. With a diverse range of locations, amenities, and sizes, the Austin gym scene offers
something for every exercise-seeking LASA student.

I go to the JCC and I like it because

they’re not too busy and have pick-

leball courts and a nice pool as well.
- Anne Bromm

LA Fitness is great because they

have a range of machines and
the enviroment is very chill.

- Esther Harrelson

1 like the townlake YMCA because it
is very big and there is a wide range
of activities like basketball, weight
lifting, a sauna room, women's cy-
cling, and the women’s dance classes.
- Lakshya Singh

Crunch is a great gym because it has
a lot of extra amenities. It also offers a
fun, energetic atmosphere with a wide

variety of classes and modern equip-

ment to suit different fitness goals.
- Daniel Bomba

graphic by Lilah O’Dair
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Austinite culture is =~ e
i filled and intertwined with the e
 city’s restaurants. Many of these cultur- ™.
al icons come from Austin’s local eatery scene.
Austin’s culture, history, and evolution can be seen
through its local restaurants. From decades-old family es-
/' tablishments to newer concepts designed around community
| gathering, these places help define what it’s like to dine in Austin,
where tradition and change are always being balanced.
On East 7th Street in Austin, Joe’s Bakery and Coffee Shop has tra- |
ditions that stretch back more than sixty years. Owner and gener-
al manager Regina Estrada described the dining establishments not

e

S
o

JOE’S BAKERY AND COFFEE SHOP Outside the entrance of Joe’s Bakery and Coffee Shop.

| | just as a business but also as a generational legacy rooted in cultural | Joe's serves homemade tortillas, baked goods, and tacos. photo by Lily Antony
, pride. Over on South Congress Avenue, The Meteor, founded by | e
| Chris St.Peter and Doug Zell, who wanted to put all the things | o

they love under one roof, represents a new chapter of the Austin
,  restaurant scene as it ties innovation and community within ,-"

one eatery. Together, all these restaurants represent the
. range of dining experiences that continue to shape .-"

e

h !

" intentional  visions that
~" mirror the culture of Austin. One focus- ™
,-’f es on cultural legacy, another focuses on inno- ™
vative community building. Estrada emphasized that *
protecting Joe’s bakery’s cultural identity is very important. *,
 Even as things change around the eatery, Joe’s maintains its orig-
/' inal cultural aspects. b !
| “Everybody always wants to change it. They always want to make it\
| bigger and better;” Estrada said. “But bigger is not always better. Newer |
- - || | is not always better. And I think that’s one of the beauties of Jo€’s Bakery.” |
L] ]l‘ll.lllll‘ Estrada describes the diner as a form of cutural wealth. It’s rooted in Mex- |
| ican American culture that cannot be copied. |
| “It's a place of comfort. And I think it’s a place of community;” Estrada|
said. “And it just provides a really safe place”
".I That sense of belonging and community is also very important at The |

“‘ \‘ ‘ gl i i i\ Meteor. There is a different method of going about it at the Meteor, |

\ " though. 4
i l\u ! 1 b “Community is the lifeblood of the business,” said St. Peter. ¢

v “We want people to use it as their front porch in a lot of A
s ways) o
. The Meteor’s layout and counter service

«. Austin’s culture. y .
. Despite their differing beginnings,##,-f N_@\\e’
“.._  these dining places reflect -~

I
,IL-' 148 i

=,

< .. model are purposely  designed .~
Es H"--m___ tofeel moreinformal .~
z : :
z
@
B
TEJANO AND PROUD A jukebox features select songs inside of Joe's Bakery. A distinguishing feature of the
bakery is its blend of both American and Mexican cultural identity and cuisine. photo by Lily Antony
S —" and R
J___,.--“'f welcoming. Encourag- 'H.H_
- ing guests to stay and linger instead \\_\
/"'; of rushing out the door. St. Peter also expressed
y wanting to ensure people feel welcomed. They wantto ™
;‘, make sure their industry doesn’t make anyone feel blocked
/ out.
/' “Those three industries standing alone have a reputation for being
/' pretentious and standoffish,” St. Peter said. “So we have to be very delib- |
| erate to be extra welcoming to everyone” "-.'
| These owners describe their restaurants as being places where relationships |
I-' are created. Whether through decades of regulars or visitors discovering a new 'll
| space for the first time. Running an eatery requires constant problem solving, |
something these owners know very well.
“Running a business and owning a business is all about problem solving,” said St. |
| Peter. “There’s always a challenge that pops up when you least expect it.” |
! For the Meteor, one of its largest problems was dealing with COVID-19. Joes | }I
| Bakery faces different types of issues, trying to stick to their roots in a city |
| where things are always changing, and many restaurants are shutting down. |
', “My main priority is what is happening at 2305 East 7th Street,” Estrada .J-"
% said. “T work really, really hard and I dedicate a lot of my time on our /
% little island, our little oasis on East 7th Street, you know, making
sure that [ am prOVldlng a safe environment, not Only for my ""' THE METEOR The outside area of The Meteor on South Congress. The Meteor serves
employees, but for my customers.” pizza, coffee, and much more. photo by Lily Antony
B As Austin continues to grow, these owners both /
‘HH see the changing restaurant scene. Estra- - =
. da describes seeing the city .~ ‘.r

p— its - ==

il originality but strug-

gle to protect it. <

“Austin loves to celebrate being original, all ™.
the uniqueness of Austin, what it is to be in Aus- *

.~ tin)” Estrada said. “But what they don't do a really good "

/' jobofis sustaining it, you know, really do a good job of pro-

S cherish ="

i

K tecting it” \
| St. Peter has seen both improvements and losses in the changes. ' ¥
. He describes many restaurants closing, but things are still positively' \
f | changing. {
“Some of the classics, some of the, you know, icons have unfortunately|
| | had to close up shop,” St. Peter said. “But all in all, I have to think things|
| are progressmg in the right way. I have no choice but to be optimistic| |
about it” _
_ These eatery owners describe their greatest pride coming from/
|, the communities that form inside their restaurants. The spaces/
' they've created and maintained bring about more than just/
. food to the people they serve. Y.
" “Seeing the community is really rewarding,” St. Peter -
. said. “To see people enjoy the space and enjoy .
\“‘“-.H our offerings and enjoy each other ag_,_x“"-
= the Meteor” -

THE METEOR The exterior of The Meteor on South Congress. St. Peter stated that design and layout of the \\.\___
restaurant was made specifically to create a welcoming environment for customers. photo by Lily Antony _._,—I—'-'_F'-F



